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THE Lagy DAYS oF poona £ Lv
" From STERN magazine, Aug@ 6, 1938) (C8041¢) @
e

Drop-outs frop all over the World came tq India to rig themse]y
fear, They_Squbt their happiness in Poona and became follower

Rajteesh, But‘wbgn;théli;gupu;gagkAqffﬁfo: the Uniteq States, the {1lusion of g4
61hdf?{i£04&au“&ﬁs¥r8}&d? e

'ﬁﬁs gone out of business. Has the master bg-

Captian bPage 13, One b ﬁhg SUnnyasin who hagd been initiateq by
his things, A1y he has';éft]of his mastey 1s a cheap Poster

Caption page 14:'¢?Gubuﬂﬁas the tolig Dance -~ 1hpge Yere the great times in ¢pe ashram
ih Poona , Bhagwan is-initiatiné a fdllpwer to be 3
the thirg eye In the middle of the foreheaqd,

mitted to the believer, The otherg feach a gt
Caption page 17: The ehd of 4 Promise, once dozens of Bhagwan *
bamboo hyt , After the guiryig fiigh:,_the followerg left their pri

Bhagwan Packs together

the Muly River ip Poona; 13 that was jeg, behind wag

_Caﬁtionlpage 18, SelIinQvOut in Frong Of the Gates of the Ashram, Many disappointeg
Qfolldﬁéfs"cf the master.dgn ' ¢ have €Nough money for a flight back to the west; In the

the Natives, , blanket, 4 bookcaso

M _ n “Rajneeq his Castlen near Montclajr, New Jersey, /rhe ¢vadér fron
Xt beginﬁ?ﬁa‘bf“July. Bodyquardsg pro-

Up unti) July 28, 1981; ﬁéfadise was in Indj,, That jg where thi frustrateqg child-
ren of capital jgsp made their pilgrimages. They prayed to their God, Spoke only of love,
and forgot the world,

tast week the dshiq In Pooria yag closed down, This {g how Bhagwan, the "ehlighte,

ne" wanted &2 Thé.mbnsoon ia Coming tq an end, Water jg¢ dripp1ng from the trees jp
oreagon Park, "Mdthg Stick to the windows in the e

1ved the life that they cal]ed "enerqgy"
he hecklaceg with Rajheeghig pPhoto jin the
Emantleq, They transiate Bhagwan's
1em boxes are being nailed together, ¢
Wh, 1p the ¢linic, the Siek People 3

V printing workshop, from the electrical works ang the bj
leo section, .

"Most Westernecg g that Rajneesh jyse
L]

¥ sayg Swami Batyg ANda  Howeyer for the eXZ3tern reporta, JOrg Andreeg Elten,

OpPposite {g true./(EThe largest Commune in the world {s on)y EhédﬁIﬁE placeg,
fiﬁhramites are bejhg Spread throughout the whole world, o Australia"and'aiﬂe-q
i!i?ﬂﬁnﬁ thqﬁ{ggiing_Jg that when the ,maste:,qglgsh‘they_cant;gga:her:in 48 Koo
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Where? Hell, I don't knégﬂ We are very relaxed in the here and now”

a *fn the ashram; everyone floats in bliss., I have the feeling that I'm flpa;}gg
through a white cloud. We all love each other," says Ma Bhagwati, the press kt&3sn
person. The ex-computer progtammer from Austria is experiencing that i{s it really
gredt not to know what's going to, happen, :Fear of the future? Never. "Stay in
motionl.Gol Go forward™intd:thé-unkAowhl" Bhagwan said. '

.'rﬂ...-},‘l“_':!,f}.' ; ' ".- SR TN 'l"_ .

2 por the sunnyasins, the followers initiated by Bhagwan, life is a happening.

"Just let yourself go! Don't swim against the river! But go with it. Accept everything

and have no fear. When you wint no more, then everything comes to you," says Ma Hari

Chetana, the ex-movie actress; Mascha Rabben from Munich.

Thé physical therapist, Ma. Avodo, which means "servant of ecstacy" from Hambutg
has. no idea what the next day will bring, "But that doesn't matter, we have no.fear"
A gerfidh woman is ift the infirtary seriously ill and her child is playing outside in
the ashtait. Thete is no one {h Germany waiting for the sick woman, but anyhow She is
happy, saye Ma Avodo. She laughed a1l day long.There are news of the master daily,
'/he is doing well ih the west,one hears and he is wearing jeans and watching TV all

day;ﬂé'hléo.got married to a gteek shipowner's daughter, named Kirtan, who has an
{americal passport.iAnd did he\;gﬁﬁavm‘b“émmmn_ﬁﬁ_{mrom the
enlightehed rouge. And the ashramites are very amused., 1Isn't it great how the master
~cén do things,

- Bome of the people ate making their first enounters with the outside world., Ohe
sunnydsin wanted to stay overnight at the Sheraton Hotel in Bombay, but the receptionist
wouldh‘t let him, They have had bad experlences with unpald bills a0 there are ho rooms
for suhhyasins, Well, he wanted to at least have a cup of coffee in the hotel. No
coffee for sunnyasih, After a while, the chosen one remembered what he had been,taught'

and sald to himself, "In a hotel that Has such shitty vibrations, I don't want any
cofféa,®

For the city of Pooha , a boon is endihg., The ashram and its visitors contributeq

almost two million marks. to the economy of Poona every month_according to officlal
estimatés, Now the seven fat years are over. At the end of July, rickshaw drivers are
8811iNg their vehicle® and kiosks are closing. Business.men are moving to Bombay.
Landlords who were taking Bhagwan followers for a ride have had to tighten their belts
ahd the 500 tailors who made orange robes, shirts, and pants are looking for new markets.
Many Indians only became 'sunnyasin in order to milk the holy cow that came from the

west, They gpecUlated that believers would brefer to buy from believers. The mala

could be seéen hatiging from the necks of rickshaw drivers and beggers. A book dealer in

Centér Road would wear otahge and gave his business a new name, "Bhagwan Das" which mean-
"Bervant of Bhagwati®. '

The grey haired Indian, Matham D. Bukani, who employed a dozen Indian familie; in
tallor work, now wants to open a business in San Francisco. Whaitever he.could not sell
in the last days in Poona to the sunnyasin, he is sending to his brother in America who

will séll the orange clothing to the ashramites on the west coast that say they ate made
ih India. E

LHundredq of Indians went to the Koreagon Park towards the end of July and Went throug:
thé deserted houseing of the followers. 1In a country where used newspaper is sold in
order to insulate the barracks in the slums, everything has value. The indians plcked uy
nails, drawing ping, and drage the wooden and bamboo poles away. They don't understand
that some of the sunnyasin are burning their housing down. "Well, I built this hut and
$'11 burn it down,* said one of the sunnyasin in the last days. : '

\
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Wheh the rumor Came&y that the ashram would be mow@m the ocean, the tailors de-

- veloped apptopriate clothing. wWhen thk first photos from the Himalayas showed up on the
black board, they began considering warmer clothing. On the Mahatma Ghandi reatt"{h Poon
suhnyasins bought wools for winter pullovers. Suddently, knitting was in, according to
the Times of fhdia.

By the beginnifig of 1981} according to one of the sunnyasin from Hamburg, evérgthing
had becoite flat; th the Buddha Hall , people from Hamburg fell in ecstasy. They only
had ohe thought = "How can I det my father to understand that I am staying in Pooha and
that I need coal?* -~ -

'-,dn_aung&»;pul_gpoo gurilyasin were peacefully sleeping in their beds when their
makter left. fbhagwéﬁ bodatded 4 Pan Am aircraft in Bombay. The ticket had catefully
bedh bought in New Yorki Ho ohe was to khow of his travel plans. In the first elass
sectiof; there wad ah oxygen teht for thé asmatic guru. Food was not allowed to be
served, Stewatdesses who wete wearing perfume had to keep their distance. Bhagwan's
closest corfldants to6de {n the .economy.class. At the same time,_twelve tons of per-
sonal lugage. and his Rolls Royce wate shipped to New York. HIs library of 30,000 bocks
wag hlreddy on its wdy across the ?céén.

(x"He,didn*t_é?enJBay?QOod-by&vtO'Us;> One morning Bhagwan was simply replaced by a
porttaik*aﬁ&.by,hiﬂ'Vbice:on,a,tape,“ sald one of the sunnyasin. From then on, his
foil¢weié‘had'tb~bgw‘béfp;gwé 1ife 6{zed color photograph in the Buddha Hall. At the
end bf thelf méditdtioh; they touched their foreheads to the marble podium upon which
theit how disidppedred hastet used to reign.

.- For the dshramités, Bhagwan's flight {d a coup which is worthy of the master. For /
he esn’ile tlke 4 trboper and deceive all. He is mischevious and heartless, according
(€Y Prém Prasdd; 4 psychologist from Germany. ~And afteralll, life is a happening,

But a léévbf’mufﬁﬁtihg 5till Happened. Was it possible that the_master whd disa-_
ppeaggd.like;é;UFQ hadkgancet of the larynx? Had his concern for deliverance bécome
too gkeat? Wds he fle¢ing Efom the Indian government which demanded 5.1 million

marks in back taxes ¥ or did he want to free his sunnyasin from their dependency?.

Hete we get worda ftom the chairman: "The Day will come when you must kill me in
your selves,"

She élite does not ask themselved such questions, for donations of $15,000 the gods |
dn;oranyé have the_right.to live.in the.ashram.and_participate_in _the rituals of self
frédlization. In addition they got to clean, got free food in the cantine, pill# for {,
@y;ehtery'SBd a daily dosé of energy. The privileged ones were treated in tha ashram
T€linie.and could use thé ashtam sauna. They sent their children to their own. 8chool,
{AE¥TAE the Vegetarian Epicure and parked their motorcycles in a reserved parkifig area.
Thé &lite COEEIEEEa"ﬁf“%hé therapists, the group leaders, the bodygquards of theé ashram, /
rand~the samurai guards trathed ih karate, Y -

At "the top  of the heirarchy, there were a dozen chosen ones. They had tHe power

{6f vommand, organized Bhagwan's departure and flew with himto New York. The people of

thé sunnyasin have to live in bamboo huts along the river, in decrepit hotel tdoms for
which they paid inflated prices in the slums of Poona. Many who set up housekeeping in
the over grown gardens of Koreagon Park and on the damp lawn, suffered from dlarrhea,
ameobic dysehtery, yellow fever and herpes. No former doctors, academicians, ot
engineers lived in this environment, but only those less fortunate children of comfort.

The pariahs of the guru came from Goa and disappeared into the subculture of the ashram.
In theit huts there was always a small of hash and opium.
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~The elite have no f4«s for the future. The ashran?s trust today in the net of
the commune. Swami SatY4nanda has a notebook with addr¥?ses of sunnyasin in the whole

world., "If I land at the airport in Frankfurt, 1'll just throw a few cents into the

Hearest telephone booth and call a few people - that's all." For Satyanandaﬁiﬂﬁiﬂ is
a feeling of brotherhood as among the Masons.

Star therapists™are édfﬁéhéh‘tout. Group leaders go into the prewarmed nésts of .
iBhagwifi*@- ceéritet 8. Thé egghtads of the group will work with the master on his visions
Bt the’ future in America; fot instance, his plan to have the morning lectures; live,
vid satellite for all the meditation cehters on earth.

, Ptém Prasad {s also returning to the west as a chosen one. He i3 convinced that
humanity will commit suicide,. The great catastrophe is only a question of time. His
NOdh'b Ark s the dshram. 1t doesn’t matter whéte it is. "I think Bhagwan ohly starte
this movemént because he khows that the c¢risis is coming and the survivors then will be
ripé fot a chaidge of conscioustess."

for success like Andy Elten, burned their bridges behind them in the west. They dave
theit families, sold their posstssions, gavé up their jobs. They went on a trip of no
teturh like people in a sciehéé Fiction £i1m who leave the space ship earth {n okder tc

“Just slip out of your past like a snake out of its old skin
said Bhagwan,; "and don't even turn to iook back."

Thode who tame t6 Poona in the last few yeérs because they had enough of'éhe‘tat T

today the star of Poona is as uninhabitable as the moon. Many don't eveh Have enou

"monéy for a Ellght home. All arouhd the ashram everything ig being converted into mon:

Sale ...84le..8ale. Notes art hanging oh the blackboard in the smokers corner =~ they a
stuck Up on trees. Sunnyasin auction off their clothes in the street. For two rupees

they lhvite fhdiahs into their bamboo huts for flea markets. Motorcycle helmets, mirr:
plastic cupg, bamboo curtainhs, €tc all aré sold, as well as the published consciousnec:
of the years of Poona. Books of 2001, collected sayings of Indian Gurus, tapes and me
tation tmuslic. Orange robes mildew on fences. Bicycles rust in the rain and family

picturés and Bhagwan pictures still hang ofi thestraw mats - already beginning to wrink:
ahd warp from the moisture: - '

- Thk exodus goes into the unknown, Many are drawn to Hawaii - many to God, Kashmir
td & houseboat community in South India, the address of which is sold in Poona like a
gute racing tip. Some of them want to start therapy groups in the west - othets want t

retuth to thelr o©ld profeeeion. whoever has very little money books a ticket in Bomba:

with his last ruppees and just takes off. If the money is only enough to get to Athens
{then, {tll have to be Athens.

"MHE ASHRAM HAS TREATED THE WORLD LiKE A WASTEBASKET"

A Gerftan soldier who déserted three years ago wants to hide in India. After all,
;1thEEmAny, jall awaits., Ma ARchana from Berlin has kept herself going in Poofa by
:9ivingd massages. The twenty-seven year old woman lives with her friend and ten cats
"ih a ttee house., She kneaded away the worries of broken up sunnyasin pairs and massage
awdy the pain of the gterilized ashramites. ®"Who will help me now?”" she asks. She onl
‘owWfis th¥ee huhdred fupees and that is énough for three days.

However Notbert KaUschwitz from Frankfurt is in even worse shape. I met him in
the Cafe Delite which {5 plgeon English for delight. Norbert is making himself a joint
On the metal table of the delite, there are puddles of mango juice. He was excommunica
from the ashram for using drugs. His mala was taken away. Since then he begs ih the

istreets of Poona. At night he sleeps on a primitive bed and Bhagwan's picture smiles
down on him. He pays 100 marks a month for his lodging and has been living this way fc

-y !
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"The ashram tteatCGQEZe world like a wastebasket," says a doctor in the Sasson hos-
pital. "what it did not need and could not use, it threw away. Yesterday thred mérphin
addicts were brought in, One of them needed 1200 rupees a day worth of morphine = thatv
approximately 360 marks, in order to keep him alive, we had to give him the full. dose.
In February, a young Frenchman-was brought to the hospital, he complained of stomach
pain and died befote' thé dottots colld evrh examine him. Countless times we called th:
tashrah; bot they huhg Up on us., The autopsy was therefore performed on a John Doe. Two
wdeks later, after we had found olt his name, his mother came from France and the un-
bélievable happened. She became a sunnyasin before she left India."

‘Bvery déad suhnyasin who was cremated in Poona is registered in a dirty bamboo hut
(down -by” the river, This also happens to a Japanese - Uchikura. On his death certifica:
{t says "22-789, male, martied, 29, opium = reason". A few steps further on; there is
4 tin roof hall with 8ix cement columns - two crematorium's places are here. Yesterday
everiihg the corpse of Ichikura was ctemated., This morning early the Japanese from Poo:

went intblphe watet and sttew the ashes into the:river. cCamse of death - suicide by ov
dose of opium.

_ Not far from the ashram there is a psychiatric clinic with 4000 patients behind its
walls.,' Like in the ashram, the inilates all wear one color, but not Grange, instead, wh:
Gteen batracks that stand ih the large area under broad leaf trees, like holy cows. For
fRARY Bunhyasin, this area:is the last station. For instance, for a young German woman -
commiteed suiclde in _the state mental hospital of Geroda. She hung herself from the wi:
doWw., Of another suhryasin woman, who is still today behind barbed wire in the méntal I
pltal. the doctors only know her name. Wheh she wag brought in, one was afraild of suici
And took her mala away from her. Liahe Licosi is ag if petrified. Only her lips move
4nd ohly one worddomes out of her \"|Montana" )

{PE."Deshmukh suspects psychic depression. In the ashram, one would say "She's not w
f1L377 No thore energy.”

END OF ARTICLE
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