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WO years or polics

- From city council
- to Congress

. Swami. Krishna Deva de-
scribes the journey into Ameri-
can politics which began two

Yyoars ago with the birth of the.

Rajneesh commune.

. jma..TI was a resident of southern
a

~ have heard

ifornia in the early 70's.
Oregon seemed to me and to
others to be a sort of
“‘ecotopian’ dreamland with a
political environment as un-
tainted as the state’s air, land

and water.
Wasn't Tom McCall of
_Oregon the nation's most

progressive and forceful envi-
ronmentalist — the guy who got
headlines when he urged
Californians to come visit
Oregon but please don’t stay?

. The image of Oregon irom
afar as a politically enlightened
state was one of the reasons
Rajneeshees chose Oregon
above other states as a location
of our dream home. Since that
time, Tom McCall has gone to
heaven —' and so have an
illusions we had of politics in
Oregon as any more enlight-
ened thatn politics in, say,
Mississippi or Alabama,

Folitically™ enlighfened?
Hardly, We have heard Ore-
gon's Governor say that new-

" |comers who don't strike the

fancy of existing residents
should leave Oregon, Strange

ords from the son of an Arab
immigrant and a far cry from
om McCall's tongue-in-cheek

. a positive way, at least in the
negative way of preventing
tyranny by a minority.

We fought the Antelope
City Council in the Courts and
at the ballot box, defeating an
attempt to disincorporate the
town — and electing a City
Council which recognizes that
constitutional rights of freedom
belong to everyone, not just the
chosen few,

We spent countless hours
with County Courts in Wasco
and Jefferson Counties, be-
cause everything we have done
— and I mean everything — has
requied epproval from the two
counties, as vell as a host of
federal, state and local regula-
tory agencies. ]

We have been treated fairly -
by Wasco County in our

numermm.danlmﬁu.muh.ths
[put we can't say the same about!
efferson County £~ with the

exception of law enforcement
officials who have been a credit

Y | to their calling.

Qur political journeys led to
Salem in January when we
learned that several lawmakers
were plotting a legislative
sneak attack against us.

Unlike most lobbyists in
Salem, we weren't there to seek
favors or handouts, but to
prevent the original Antelope
attitude from.infecting mem-
bers of the legislature,

It didn't, and any thoughts

of bringing us to grief ended

Politically enlighted? We

Oregon's senior
U.S. Senator deny involvement
in anti-Rajneesh activities and
then seen his love letters to
anti-Rajneesh activists ~ with
tips on how to harass Rajneesh-
ees.

Politically enlightened? We
have seen a well-heeled lobby
use Oregon land use law as a
war-toy in a thinly veiled
religious crusade designed to

* hound us from our homes, |

Whet a lang and strenge
trip it's been — in such a short

eriod of time. From City

‘Council to County Commission -

to State Capital to the quarters'
of Congress — starting two
{eaars ago when only one

jneeshee attended Antelope
City Council meetings.

We had hoped to remain
aloof from politics when we
moved here — given the sleazy
business politics can be these
days — but constant political

" attack on several fronts forced

us to fight back to protect our
rights and our dream of
Rajneeshpuram,

Along the way we have
.learned some important les-

. sons. .
We learned from the rigid.

Antelope City Council of two
years ago why this part of the
state is known to some as the
““Redneck Riviera."

We also learned from our
Antelope experience something
far more significant: despite its
flaws, the American system
works,

Politics and many of its
Ernctitioners may be sleazy —

ut the process is pure, if not in

.

when lawmakers saw for
themselves that we aren’t little
devils with horns and tails.

One of the highlights of our
Salem presence was the visit to
Rajneeshpuram of the House
Intergovernmental Affairs
Committee, which returned to
the capital with glowing praise
of what we have accomplished.

In short order, Ma Anand
Sheela, was invited to give the
traditional opening prayer in
both the House and the Senate,
The Rajneesh Country Band
performed at the legislators’
monthly "payday party” for
the legislators and capital staff,
and a number of other
legislators and staff eagerly

_visited the ranch.

KL we leave oalem alon

with everyone else at the close
of the second longest session in
State history, we find our
attention directed towards
Washington D.C., to guarantee|
the ke{ members of Congress|
are fully informed about the
vendetta being waged against
us by the Immigration and

Naturalization Servi

A chpoTitiesl eroundas
we have covered within only
two years, we don't intend to
slow down in the future. We
will continue to fully partici-
pate in the process and prove
that the ideals of democracy,
individual liberty and religious
freedom on which America was
founded still hold good today.

.
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