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Bouse of Representatives
Washington, B.C.

November 9, 1967

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Nixon
Box T
Cherry Grove, Oregon 97119

Dear Mr, and Mrs., Nixon:

Thank you kindly for your petition and also for your letter
in support of renewal of the Poverty Program.

As you know this matter is being debated now in the House.
My position on this matter has been misrepresented. My objec-
tions to the Poverty Program to date have centered on the ex-
tremely high costs of administration. There are more super-
grade high-salaried employees in the OEQ right here in Wash-
ington than in any other government agency except the Space
Agency where scientists are employed. In all too many cases
these jobs are in the hands of political hacks., Far too much
of the appropriation money is wasted in administration costs
and too little of the money is available for the good programs
of the OEO which are rapidly improving,

The status of the entire bill on the Floor of the House
is in grave doubt, I certainly shall do nothing to kill the
program but during the debate and the consideration of literally
hundreds of amendments which will be offered, I hope to par-
ticipate in improving the administration of this program.

Your communication is most helpful to me and I do appre-
ciate your writing.

With best wishes, I am,
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