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Gentlemenis

SpeaXlng in the name of the Veterans of the Bay of
Pilgs, I appear before this Committee to try to persuade you to -
include the liberation of Cuba in hhe platform of your Party.

The reasons Tor 1t are three-fold:s Historical, legal
and humanitarian, Historlcally, Cuba hes aluays been, prior to
Castro, one cof the closest and most loyal friends»the United States
has ever had anywhere,

Historlan Stephen Bonsal in his book " When the French UYere
Here" speaks of the Cukan partifipation in the Battle of Yorktown
refering to a donation in the amount of a millllon ducats (about
30 nillion dollars in today's cuvrrency) to General Washington by
ladies of the Havana aristocracy. In this respect he says, and
I quote: The mentioned amount muct be conslaered the foundatlon
upon which American independence was ereected " affirmlng later,
and agaln 1 quoteir" these ducats arrived when the zero hour the
revolution came, " At that time the rebel army was about to disband
since Washington lacked the means wlth which to pay his soldiers and
hed to confilscate from owners the viory feuw provitions left in the
country, during which time monetary chaos was such that barbers
papered thelr shops with revolutlonary currency.

The sponteneity with which the Cuban ladles contributed
to the American revolutlonary cause was such, that one of Admiral
De Grasse's diaries relates, and 1 quote:” It must be gald to the
honor of the colonists that all were eager to contribute, the ladles
even offering thelr diamonds,”

Regarding our own independence, it is wildely known the
particlpation the United Sts had in it., Cuba obtalned its free-
dom a8 a result of the Spanish=American War., The rough riders
went as volunteers risking - and in many cases offering « their lives
in the name of frecedorm. They were not seeking any personsl galn,
they were struggling Just for the 1deal of liberty and Jjustice,

When Cuba became an independent country its friendship
Wwith the United States became eben closer, 1t was a loyal, slncere
friendshlp without reserve oxr second thoughts. The thousands of



Americans who used to live in Cuba can testify to the friendly,

I would dare say even familiar way in which they were treated.

And I bellive that it 1s importent to enphasize this hexre because
I think the Arerican people rust be by now sick and tired of
generously helping out most of the countries in the world only to
receive as payment ingratitude or even outright hatred,

When the United States went to war with Germany during
the first World War, Cuba immedlately followed suit. The same
thing happenned in World War II. In the actual ceconflict in Viet
Nam thousands of Cubans have participated. Many have lost thelr
lives in the Jungles and rice paddies of that remote reglon and
we the Veterans of the Bay of Pigs have several companions to
mourn, Not a single Cuban so far has decerted or gvaded the
draft and no American officer in Viet=Nam has everff%agging by
a Cuban. And I want you to realize that those Cubans axe not
fighting ninety miles away in thelxr own honeland, where they
would really like to, but ten thousand miles away in a remote
countrye.

Historically and geograPhycally the Island of Cubs has slways
been of an enorwous Lmportance to the U, S, The American interest
in Cuba began a8 far back as 1805 with Presiént Jeffergon and
eversince the United States has reallzed that for 1ts own seccurity
it needed to have a friendly goverment in the Island. Cuba, because
of its geographical gltuvation represents a huge alrcraft carrier
enchored 90 mnlles away from the U.S. coast from which a vast part
of this continent can de defended, or attacked. And I am telling
you this because it is in the interest and security of youfrown
country.

When by mid 1960 it became evident that Fidel Castro‘s re-
gime was a comnunist one, the U. S, declded to entrust to the C, I. A,
the task of overthrowing ﬁhe tyrant. In dolng so they vere acting
in accordaence with the lMonroe Doctrine and the Treaties of Rio and
Bogota,

The plan as designed by the CIA was a nasterful one, If
carrlied oul as 1t was conceived it would had been without any doubt



successful, Unfortunatelly, it was thuarted by the nepharious
advisers of late President Kennedy.

With a gpneral electlion in store, General Eisenhower decided
that it should be the next President that was elected the one who
would have the final word about carrying out or not the plans that
were prepared under hls administration to overthrow Castro,

It was the misfortune of the Cuban psople, of thls hemisphere
and of the whole world that Richard Nixon was not elected in 1960
and that instead John I’y Kennedy becanme President of the U, S. This
sealed the fate of Cuba,

Many times 1t has been sald that the cause of the fallure of
. the Bay of Pigs invasion was the lack of alr support. That is really
not so, The lack of alr support was not the cause but a conscauence.
The basic cause of the fallure was the sleckly, almest pathologlcal
terror of the advisors of late Presldent Kennedy that the particpa-
tion of the U, S. in the operation might be dlscovered., Because of
‘this irational fear an operation besically dependent on the countrol
of the alr was thwarted. Three alyr strikes were scheduled to take
. place: The first one on April the 1l5th, 1961, wihh 16 B-26 bombers
particpating. The second one the next day, April the 16th, with also
— ———-——16 B=-2A and the third the same day of our landing, April the l7th
with agaln 16 bombers particpating.

Out of this three alr strikes the first was cut in half on-
direct oxrders from the White House., The reason given was that a
strike with 16 B-26 would be too conspicuos and could give away the
American participation, Consequently, the striking foree was reduced
to only eight airplanes. The second strike was compliétely canceled
while our invaslion was in process and without any previous warning.
The reason was that Adlay Stevenson who wes at the time the U.S,.
representailve to the United Nitlons requested from the President
the cancellation of this indispensable alr strike., The third one
was also cut in half, The outcome was that a brilliantly conceived
operation vas doomed b0 fallure,

We the members of the 2506 Assault Brigede were abendoned to ouw



fate, We were only 1,500 fighting against 62,000. Nevertheless,
we inflicted them almost 5,000 casuvalties while we only suffered
about a hundred in battle. If we retreated from the various fronts
1t was only because we ran out of ammunition.

Our defecat on the Ray of Plgs and our being forsaken in that
menorable occasion represents one of the most shameful pages in the
history of the Unlted States.

But there is more to come. I en going to reveal here for the
first time what was the real plan for the Bay of Plgs invasion., If
any of you would doubt what I am jHEXX golng to say, just wait until
the clasegified papers aboul sald action are mesde public this coning Fall.

The tesk of our Brigade really consisted in holding the posituons
we were to take over in Cuba for a pericd between 72 and 96 hours, Due
ring this intexval of time the Cuban Revolutlionary Council in the exile,
would be taken o the beachheads held by us and once there, it would applm
for recognltion by the Organization of Americen States. Several coun-
tries ( The U.S., Nicaragua, Guatemala, Venezuela, among others ) vere
conmlitted in advance to recognlze ilmnediately sald Councill as the lawful
goverment of Cuba, A naval task foroe of the U, S. standing 30 miles
south of Playa Giron on bhoard of whose vessels there would be 30,000
marines, would land and joln the Brigaede as soon as the Councll was
recognized. On Vieques Island (cloze to Puerto Rico ) which was declared
off 1limits at that time, there were additlonal American troops in the
ready to partlcipate in the operation. The Guantanamo Naval Base, that
had been reinforced, was alsojféady to co collaborate in the action,

All these wondexful plans went down the drain when President
Kennedy deelded to feollow the counsel of hie advisors and withdrew our
indispensable alr suppoit.

In regaxds to the consequenceg of the Bay of Pigs feilurs I
prefer to let Mr. James Reston, editorial wrliter of The New York Times,
whonr no cne can acuse of conservative tendencles, to expaund them in
his ouwn wordsi. In an article published in the New York Times in 1963,
Reston c¢lalma he spoke to Kennedy at the Anerican Im a88y_in Vienna
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shortly after his meeting with Krushchev in the Viénna Swwiit Conflerence.
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He found the Presldent "shaken mnd angry."” Kennedy conflded to
Reston that, and I quote:” Krushchev had studled the events of

the Bay of Pigss he would have understood if Kennedy had left
Castro alone or destroyed himy but when Kennedy was rash enough

to strike at Cuba but noy btold enough to finish the Job, Krushchev
decided he was dealling with an inexperiénced young leader who could
be intimldated and blackmailed. The Cormunist deéision to put ‘
offencive MEMREEHNHX missiles into Cuba was the final gamble of this
assumptions °

Sane newspaperman Reston, in an airticle published again in
The New York Times on January 18th, 1966, rarrated that President
Kennedy had told him thet he thought that Krushchev had reached the
conéd&usion that, and I quote: " Anyone who wag stupld enoush to get
involved in that situation ( Bay of Pigs ) was immature, and anyone
who didn't sece it all the way through was timid and therefore could
be bluffed, * Then Beston adds that Kennnedy told him that because
of Krushchev's attitude 1t was necessary for him to teke meassures
to make American power credible to thes Russians. OCne of this meassures
was the sending of 16,000 combat troops to Vietnam. MHeston concludes
asserting that therefore, and I quote:” The Vietnam war was intensl-
fied; not because the slituation ABRANABEHIH on the ground demanded
it 4n Vietnam but because Kennedy wanted to prove a diplowmatic point,
not a militayy point. " |

Columnist Margarltte Hipggins has also told how President Ke-
nnedy con@lded to her how because ne didn®t act when he should, ninety
niles away ( neaning the Bay of Pigs) he found himself gorced to do
‘1§ ten thousend miles away (meaning Vietnam ).

Durlng the lilssile Crisis in 1962, once moxe the U.S, mlssed
the opportunity, the golden opportunity, of overthrowlng the communist
regime that 18 oppressing Cubza., In that occasion this Nation had
full legal rights, the moral and the incondlitional backing of all the
free nations in tho world to act., Nevuorthelesa, President Kennedy
heeding cnce sgoin the og@g@;guos oqpnsil of his illestared advisors

% decided to glve leave to the continuation of Castro's communist
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regime in Cuba. The outcone of it all was, in the apt words of Pre-



sident Nizxon 1 " To pull defeat out of the Jjaws of victory."

But even worse, 28 a result of the Misslle Crisis the respected
and centennial Monroe Doctrine prohibiting the interference by any
extracontinetal power in this hemisphere, was substituted by what
might be styled thenew Kennedy Doctrine according to whichi" The
interference of any countyy of this continent 1n the control and
dominion of Cuba by the Soviet Unlon is absolutely prohiblted by
the Unlted States., " —

Unfortunatelly, 1 don't have hhe tine to discuss it here, but
we Cubans are completely and absoludely sure that there are still
offensive nmissiles in Cuba, Furthernore, we have seen thelr photogyaphs

From the legal standpoint I want to c¢ite the fellowing disposi-
tions in favor of the liberation of our homelandy First of all, the
Monroe Doctrine dating as back as 1823, In this century and not so
long ago, the treaties of Rio snd Bogota. All of <t¢Hew forbid the
interference of any extracontinental pover =« as the Soviet Union is
exerclsing in Cuba - in this continent.

The Joint Resolution of the Congresa of the United States of
America dated October the third, 1962, states that the United States
has made the declislon to prevent, using every necocesary mean ineclue
ding the use of weapons, that the Marxisteleninist regime of Cuba.
extend, by force or by threat of force, its aggresive or subversive
activities to any part of this hemlisphere,

I telieve it 1s roeally iantereiting to pay attention to what is
stipulated in thls clause, because the truth ls that thls very
country, the Unlted States , has been subverted during the last 14 yea
by Castro's regime, In thls respect I want to quote a statement
made by an officlal of the Department of State that 1s as followa:

* Name any disturbance in the U, 8. - on caumpus, on the streets,
anywhere = and 1°11 neme you the leaders of it who have been to Cubo.”
And I gusss that 1ost of you know that what he was saying iz truec,

The aforementloned Joint Resgelution alsg estggiished R



the United States has declded to prevent the instalation in Cuba

of any weapons or artifacts that could endanger the security of the
U. Se¢ The stationing of nilitary forces in the island that could
threaten the security of this countyry would also be avoided., Well,
you have already heard Dr. Manolo Reyes allegations and I think that
by now you are perfectly able to form your own opinion as to how this
disrosition has been inforced.

-

The last clause of the Joint Resolutlon establishes the cola-
boration with the OAS and with all the freedom loving Cubans and
back the legltimate sspirations of the Cuban people to its self de-
termination,

Well, gentlemen, that 18 what the last clause has to =say. In
oxder to rind oult the way it has been implmmented, I think the best
thing you can do is to start visiting Jalls where the Cuban freedon
fighters with which supposedly the U, 8. was going to colahorate are
novw being sentenced for no other reason than thypy were trying to
restore freedom and self determination to our beloved eountyry. You
could alsc visit the headquarters of the various Cuban freedon fighters
orgenlzations and aslk them how this supposed colaboration has been
working., Incldentally, I suggest you to ask then two questions, namely

How much help have you received so far and secondly has much harasge
ment and confiscations of weaspons have you suffered. When you get
your aasvers you will realize how well this third and final clause

has worked,

. The humanitarien reasons for whlch Cuba should be liberated
J think all of you know by now. Cuba has becone a huge concentration
canp where its inhabltants are dying a slow and palnful death, Theare
1s practically no food, clothes, medlctnes oxr any of the things that
nake civilized 1ife possible. But worse of all, there i1s no freedom.
The one item you can find today in Cuba galore, is texrror. Tens of
thousands are finding a slow and undeseribtable painful deathin the
nany prieons and concentration camps. Ve, the newebers of the

2506 Assault Brigade know what we ere saying. .Ve gpent tvo yeors

. SIS B ¥ P

incapcerated Lthere, = =



Life in slavery is not worthwhlle living. VUWhen at the climax

of' the liissile Crisls the then Attorney General Robert Kennedy
vetoed an invasion of the island by U. S. forces, he thought that
with his action he was protecting the lnocent lives of thousands

of Cubans. Later on, he bragged that the Cuban people snould be
very grateful to his bréther and himself for sparlng perhapps as
many as 50,000 innocent lives with his actlon.

Regarding that statemeht. I want to point out that in the first

place, we are quite sure that never as many as 50,000 "innocent"

I repeat lnnocent = lives would have been spared in that operation,
But furthermore, even if if as many lives would be lost, the Cuban
people were prepared to pay the price., 1 don't know il you are avare !

that during our wars of liberation we lost almost 200,000 people. And
I want to remind you that the populatlion of Cuba at that tlme was
less than 2 million.

I am quite sure that you have nevexr heavd any Cuban compleining
of our gigantic lost of lives at that time, And bellieve me, 1t is
not because we don't mourn and cry our deads, The pain lays deep
inside, but we have learnced very well what our Jose Maxrtl had to say
about freedom, and I quote:® Liberty is a very expensive commodity.

’ff?if you want to enjoy it you have to be prepared to pay its price or

otherwlise you will have to resign to the fate of living without 1t."

In closing, we the freedom fighters, have only one request:
from you, our traditional friends, the people of the United Statess-
Help us fight the good battle, ninety miles away, at your own doore
steps, the samz good battle agalnst conmnunism that this great country
ﬁas fought in Xorea and is now fighting ten thousand miles away -in
Vietnam on the other side of the planst. O0r as the Russlans do with
thelr Castroltes accomplices, give us the tanks, the ailrplabes, the
rifles, But if the worse comes to ths worse, please, simply do not
binder our efforts to free Cuba., Gront us the right, the simple
elemontary right of dylng for our country. Thalt i1s the least we can
aslk for, ‘



