1. Beaverton Oral History Project Em
~ INTERVIEA WITH: Mr & lMrs Paul Knepp - November 7, 1981
at their home, 12370 S.W. 7th St., Beaverton, Oregon oy A

INTERVIEWER: Karen Wickre \ 4
TRANSCRIBER: Rosalie iakefield (£-17-83) (I

TAPE 1, SIDE 1

@"e\’\i\lickre: I would like to know something abou}"‘?oth of your own backgrounds; where your
AME s
eame—fromy—whoro—your familles—hadthey limed_horo—befexrs
Mrs—nepp—How—far—back? ’
Hickrer—Held—yovr—crandpaxents., B dbreseono—hone—fe v =->ithere did
’ r grandparedls
originate and $sr how did they travel to settle in this area?

Mrs.K/VEPP-' A1l right, 1'1ll1l talk first, because I am a naturalized American citizen,enéd-
My folks originated from Bngland in the city of Leicester; that's where I was
born. Whes—F-mesmied Paull 'rwere married in Edmyfton, Alberta. We migrated
to Canada and from the Fast Coast to the West Coast;end—blem when we had been

“~ ?
married @ 1little more than a year, we moved to the Beaverton area.
Wickre: Where did you meet him and how is it that you chose this area?
Mrs. AVEPP We both lived in the same area of the city of Edmé@w{ton and we both attended the

same church, My father was a minister; our marriage was the first marriage
that had been performed in that church in over 50 years, of a ministerial
family. It was the United Church of Canada. Why did we choose this area?
Because Paul's folks moved down here from Edmundton a little bit prior to

when we came down,

Wickres when was that, that they moved?
Mr. Knepp We had lived at Eugene. I went to the University of Oregon. So we knew the
area, Dad always liked it up around Portland and he came here -- I don't know

the exact year that he looked the area over -- but it was probably the
spring of 1935,

Mrs, Yes, they moved in the fall of 1935.

Mr. And thenVlZske  came down g4 February 29, 1936.

Aickre: You had known each other for how long }efore you got married?

Mrs. About a year.

Wickre: And that all took place in Edn@#jton, and then he moved ahead?

Mrs, Our first child was born in Edm@pjton.

Wickre: What kind of work were ,both families, either of your parents, doing in Edmundton?
Mr, X® Dad was owner of three laundries and dry cleaning plants up there. That

was his business a.ndf we moved from Sedro Woolley, where I was ,‘orn, to
Edm@Mton in 1912. I went through the first sesesy-six grades of grade
school in Edmundton, PPN et S s o vl '

Z&/‘e“a_b/e.
Mrs., My father was a minister. That'ds:why the wedding was
Wickre: How did they—sat, your parents} from Ingland to Edmxﬂl\bon?
: My moshers parents z
(it came from fingland to Ontario to emigrate ——my—mether'ls—pamenis, when

T waa +hree months 0ld. (The reason whv was) because mv crandfather was a



huilder/fg;d the financial situation in England at that period -‘(}910-1911) was
very bad, and with the depression type thing, he lost all his money.

Wickre: I'm always curious about the reasons for picking a certain place.
Mrs. I do not know the reason they chose to go to Ontario over, say, the West Coast or

something., It could possibly have been a matter of money. I do not know.

Wickre: But as far as you know, no connections, no relatives ...

Mrs. None whatever, class,

Mr. I was in the slase—ef 1930 oF University of Oregony but We+&i&l 3? to Edm@nton
-]

|
in 1931, something like that, and then I didn't meet her ti111)1933, €e33, (I
majored in business, and mathematics{/;nd accounting)., Then We met up there!

we went to the samé)church. ~I-went—bo—thetr—churcirandt—thet' s where—re—met

Mrs. Same bridge club.

Mr. Yes, same bridge club.

Wickre: So you would have been a recent college graduate. And.gkre you attending
school in Edmun‘ton?

Mrs. Yes, I attended what would be called now Teachers’ College, but it was called
Normal School at that time.

Wickee: Were you planning to be a teacher?

lMrs. Yes, I was a teacher for a very short time. Jobs were extremely scarce at that

point, #And when I marrie%)l no longer needed to look for a job so it was
only a very short period of time that I was involved in teaching.

Wickre: What levels, or grades, or subjects did you teach?

Mrs., I was supposedly prepared to teach allu%gérades because they did not
specialize as much in those days as they do now. But I much preferred
primary grades; that was my interest.

Paul's parents had moved to Edm¢|‘$on from kerer—Hed—ron—Ieaverbon—bui—from.
the Iugene area,

Wickre: B&é—%hey—e%ay—%here—a&d‘ﬁLh long after that did you come back this way?

Mr. Hedly ak were married in 193M,aaérfﬂen one year later, Dad sold the business
S0 We eRme—doin—here—to relocatedAand Dad bought 10 acres out along Canyon
Road there -- 117th 8treet runs right through it.

lMrs. As a matter of fact,the building that is now the Hawaiian 3hop was the home
on the 10 acres that Paul's father bought.

Wickre: .ue-wyid they move first?

Mr. s, and we followed. They came down here in about October or November of

that year and then we came down in February and we've been here, more or less,
ever since,
Wickre: 1 imagine that was a difficult tlme to come in terms of the depre551on. dhat

were things like around here? d

l

Well, they were pretty tight. We wexe—deing some amateur farmingsg I got a
' | R3y/Mali

in Hillsboro z- in those days

Jjob as soon as g I could up at

we were working for 45¢ an hour, which is'good enough to live on.
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What kind of work did you do there?

I did laboring worgl ¥—¢id pitching peas, there for a couple of months,but—
en I dégggg‘to work there, I put in an application for office work at the same

time. They called me in about two months later, thank goodness, and I've been

in office work ever since, indoors -- which is what I've been trained for.

Now, where did you first move when you came? Did you live with your folksf{equ

No, we had 7 acres right id hem., .
P e ovsgrmarty sk KRN o kit
. was originally th property. Do you know Dick '

Dick teaches the Korean in Beaverton.ar that family, owned ten acres from
Canyon Road bacK to Center Street, right e where the freeway is now.
Aadlbe bought the house and 7 acres;
Beaver Creek runs hack there, and §hey kept the back threérg§$Center Street

and built a -Jse===x home.

That's a fair 1ittle piece of land. Did you set=—swb=4e put in a big ?arden 7
or—pere—you—-planningteo—deo—somerrr—

Oh es, we had a garden. We had chickens., And we had rabbits.
d#e—tmd a few years there and—then. T got a job in oang’SO we sold and moved there,
bﬂ—b&lﬂﬂv~{::31th the Unemployment Compensation “ommigg;gﬁ)']z.was their first
set-up in 1‘986,-:-9:-1938 Ahen the war started, «hy I was too old to get in.

I volunteered but I was too o0ld, so I decided I'd go into the shipyards --

thought that'd be patriotic, so I did it.

Where did you work in the shipyards?
I worked there through the war,
iflhat did you do?

Swan Island,

I was a ship fitter and went up to foreman.

Did you take training for that?

Yes, I took training first, A&nt to schools wevsr—

I've been interviewing women whoporked in the shipyards on another projectiI'm
working on.

iell, I was in $#he—First——-r>t—wae—rishs at the very beginning -se—we—rere—in—i+-

at—the—bepsinning—of il and the opportunities for advancement were good because
they needed the trained men; I went from there to leader to foreman and.ta)e
lived

J—naa—there—Lor—the—wapandthen—Ho—Qame—
in Portland at that time on Alberta Street.

to come back so we moved back out here on 8th street @m right near%ind we've

assistant guperintendent.

We liked Beaverton and #e- wanted

been here ever since,

On 8th, between Watson and Main ...

That was in 1944,

You were at the shppyards from”io42—ti+it—=., o
Started in 1941, right at the very beginning.

Tow were you at homes, Hrs. Knepp, with the children?

Yes, In 1943 we had our second child, w¢ lb)e have 2 boys. The first child was
born the dayv before Christmas in 1934, ——apread—xather far snast——
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Don is a teacher in Pendleton now and Byron is a teacher here at McKinley (irade
School.

Looks like they got that interest in teaching maybe from you.

Whgo knows?

de didn't expect it.

We've moved very quickly through all these years to Beaverton but I would like
to know a little bit more about each of your families in terms of how you pass
time together, what your family relationships were.,".JQid you each have
brothers and sistersZ-uﬁw did you spend holldays!'uuﬂ#&ind-uf*tnformﬁt&onr—
Did either of your mothers work outside the home?

llo,

How many siblings did you have?

I have 2 sisters of which I am the eldest.,

I had -- two boys died in infancy that I know nothing about. DBut I had one
brother and one, two, three sisters -- a twin sister. Pauline is my twin sister
And we're the only ones left in the family here; she lives in Beaverton, also.
I wonder if I have her name on my list.

No, she hasn't been here that much,

_ . £h1 W think
ﬂhat-mrthbcu—havt-ezpeebe& en ﬂ?u were grow1ng up,&n—b&nmyqyﬂ—wher Ayou bheuskd
you'd live and what kind of 1iféiyou bheﬁght you'd have? Did you think about

particular jobs or schooling or marriage -- early, when you were very young?
What expectations did you have and what did your parents want for you?
I—gmess,tbhen I was old enough to start thinking about what I might like to do,

I thought T would like to b& a nurse, but my folks felt that I was not a strong
enough individual to do this heavy work, and so they kind of talked me out of it.

/‘
_1t wasn't that strong a conviction so I was talked out of it. The next thing

I thought about doing was, of course, being a teacher. I went briefly to night
school to take some bookkeeping and it just absolutely went in one ear and

out the other one. It didn't mean a thing to me. So I de@ided that was out.
41d I had taken some typing, but as for making a career of it, I never thought I
would, and that actually is the career I followed.

Now when did you go to work?

I went to work for the Beaverton School District in Beaverton High School on
October 31, 1955. These pecullar dates seem to be my thing. Febr. 29 and

Oct 31. Yes, I went to work thére in the library in 1955 and was there for
about a year.andfﬁﬁen I got moved downstairs to the office and was scared
absolutely purple, ﬁﬁdzﬂv boss told me, "Just stop it; you don't have to be
afraid of anything. You're smart enough, you can learn it. It's very simple."
and hp explained it, And I found out I could without much problem at all,

Was it a range of office work?

Originally, yes it was; having to do with keeping payrotl records an?burchase

orders. At that point, iﬂwas Just the Beaverton High School dist¥ict., It was
all separate at that poin Then in 1960 when consolidatdon became effective,
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L theenhre distich
I was put in charge of payroll‘and I stayed there until I retired.d‘;:r—the
sotat—districts
Consolidation meant a larger district?
—It meant all of the surroundingb-——whet—is now %he- current school district,
At that point, Og£§;§;*H itwai'only one high school and sewtral grade schools.,
We have expanded greatly -- the Barnes district and the lcKay district and the
McKinley District and the Cooper Mountain district and District 48j-—eeemds they
all became District 48 —bheb—was in 1960 .whenLthat—eeeurred. I retired in
September, 1973.
Jhat about your work history? ile left you back at the shipyards.

Julﬂ,‘q“ /)
“eil; Aust before the armistice was signed1 we moved out here, re—aonved—out

sere—itaduly-of—4oh4—back-hexre, and T went to work for @Trnie lMasters in his
accounting office. = . : :

The firm was Masters & Bergren -- an accounting firm.

I worked for them for about a year and then.t2 .-;r~§;i:?=.m3L

: U)en+ fo worK '
fbr—hém-ee—we—t&&keé-it—e¥ex_and-L—changeé—en&—d:d‘that‘——I—started*wlth Lylecdd

in September,ef 1945 &S office manager,and—all-ef that, doing-all—the—beeke—and-
I stayed with him pertnear twenty years. 1In 1962 I changed -- just got rest-
less, I guess -- who knows -- took smaller jobs and took it easy, eased off
until 1971 when I retired in accounting work. I freelanced. Most of it was
for Wright Concrete, Then I was wibh—the—eity—as Finance Director for the
City of Beaverton for a couple, three years -- I'm not exactly sure of the
dates; '65, '67, right in there.

I think there's one thing that should go down on this tgpe and that is the fact
that you were the lMayor of Beaverton at one time,

Oh, ®ell, that was a long, long time ago, Thaet—was in *48 or '49. The city
was very small then. |

Letsee, it was incorporated in ,..

_ Baverton

Jell, <% was incorporated in 1883, way back.

So how did you get to be mayor? ot*“"w oas Chavemans
deddy—at—the—tinme, I was on the Councillané—}-uas—p;eeéden%—oi—the—conneiﬂr-
ehadrpan—ie—what—tt—amowsss—4e. Chandler was the Mayor and then he moved to:

Tigard. Aﬁé:xgat automatically put me in for mayor, so I was mayor for a year
and a half, something of that type.

He moved during his term?

Yes, he had only been there six months and he moved, so that automatically

put me in as mayor,

Jhat did your duties consist of then?

Qb fhen uas \éry llttle, ,x//only met once a month,~—F—ean't—renonber pudukonxs
A LM E TR SRS A A A SRR NIt was very nice bﬁ%t

was hard times in the city then. That was in the time when the city was

burdened with a lot of unpaid taxes, tax lots, amd [they were short of money

= n-e lp A T . T TRy | A rads B Bl v Yeimiasd X wvaoe il




mawn

people getting a good deal on city lots, There wasn't much of
a city here then,

Wickres What was it like gonexzally whenyou first moved here?

Mr. The population was less than 2500 when I first came,in-beeagse l.\}xile I was
mayor the state allowed a five-year estimated population growth according to
~betieve—b—was a combination of water customers and electric light customers
and they make a pretty good close estimate and we went over 2500 population.
That would be 1948 -- probably was ... might have been 1949 by then, @md {hat JE
gave us more money from the gasoline taxes, etc., that we received according to
population and that's about all that pulled us through, thet—re—routd—ret—thet
exb¥an, But we were starting to growg then,s=é one thing tha® we did that I

feel good o L w ¢ SO
sewer-bit-and we got sewers put in, The city had never had them before that, ana
that was 1949, We started really putting in the sewer system at that time,
dickre: llow before that no sewers,b%%ptic tanks 7;4
Mr. Septic tanks, yes. @ven this house originally had a septic tank. It was

built ing@iefc 1947. 3o that was quite an improvement, there:s ©ne—thingI—
WYWWMMWMM
-£ind When we first moved backgg here in 1944) whe = e

—downtesn, there was no block that 3@ was completed with a sidewalk around all

four sides of it. So it was a small place, very pleasant,and everybody knew

everybody. It was nice then,

Wickre: That's what everyone tells me. ihy would people have come here rather than
Portland? “Hyy—would they move here, at that—time?—
Mrs, For the same reason that they still do. They do not like to live in the

city. And it was easy to buy an acre or two of ground around this area. -And-
adso, {he town itself waskI very friendly, very et, and even at that time, it

had easy access to Portland, through the original Canyon Roade—=a—

Mr. we 2 two-lane highway. You couldn't even start to get out of Portland if you
had that old two-lane highway winding up the canyon now.

Wickre: -ch:g;e old Canyon Road was in a different place, wasn't it?

Mr, It's buried under the new one. They filled that in.

Mrs. There is a road called 0l1d Canyon Road, isn't there? -- up the hill further,

Mr. Oh yes, it's up West Slope,j?[, think that was the original one.

Mrs. It paralleled the road. It was not TV Highway aﬁhat time,

Mr. No, this town changed. In fact, Hall Street stopped right there at 7th,

That was the end of the street, and Hall Street didn't cross the railroad

track eilther., The only@sw -railroad track|in town w_ﬁ}ﬁ
(A don't Kntw aboovt Cednr Hill

e Lombard and 'v!atson“-&nelThe Thrifty Store was
#ers where Hall is now, and ﬂny—nﬁﬁdonata:‘the street in order to -p&t-se:t'

the crossingc-;[t‘ took about two or three years to fight the state 1,11.0C.
allow us to go across that railroad. They were dead against it./“uy Carr




was the one ia charge of that; he was the one that sparked getting that

crossing., They didn't want a crossing there.

Wickre; ﬁ-n—;r—rea:ampid they gived, fuz_a_sor\?

Mr, Well, they never liked to have any more crossingf on the railroad than possible,
sad there was no street from Broadway on, —was—ib—eempleted—from Broatway ==
must-have—boen—ecompieteds

Mrs., Yes, Broadway went right on out to Canyon Road.

S Sut—T me&n—{rcm-’ma-&m—gg—emrm—ﬁmd

- Mo Lhe—one—aeross—Lteemrfoltand!s sat—is—bhereme—of—thet—Iittle
S reet a.oross Frpm Hotlands,also

He— > East Street/“\ b cut throuﬁkl.)

Jess mwe uved—to callalit the "Y" where Broadway came into the f‘g’ne:oi Road,
wgght at the Joingllgka 1?:t1e streetcar pesgamn-b—

\ﬁ

Hickres -

, ok /you weukrd generally ge—and shop
&rrtt'ﬁn_ym“mimwﬁ"lﬂ*‘\‘ man o\d Pa.r-l o{ downiswn Beaveriton?

1r/Mrs Oh, yes. Definitely. Jil dio With Ad

Wickre: How mulsh connection de—yeﬂbfeel did-you—have—be Portland? How often weutd you
go there?

Mrs. Oh, I used to go mayke perhaps once a week,beeause Anything bhad you needed
o.ther than groceries, meats and small household supplies of that kindw
<3 Portland ,be—buyy—ané Jou'd take the bus downtown or s@e-drive in; —eitherw»—
vy you could take the Gn@yhound right downtown by Meler & Frank_,and get off,
walk to the bus depot and get back on again., It was real easy.

Mr. Yes, there was no big department store out here.

lirs. No, no shopping centers, Who was here at the time? There was, oh, golly,
llolland's H.,B)still here. Holland's was here a&&,—p&}n&—ﬁd they were
primarily a feed store, I don't recall if they had any particular interest
in garden plants and things like they do now. They may have, but I can't
remember for sure. And Beaverton Nrug Store was here but it was in a
different 1ocat1011,

o C e

Bes, /(cross the street.

The)y\restaurant on the east side of Hall, soudth—cormer
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Fre~—tmeppr It had been a restaurant for years., Fb—was = Testmurent—et—that—ting Aqd I
think Safeway was located in the building where Beaverton Drug Store is now.
Mr, Knepp: That's right, and Columbia Market was'dewn—there Whe1Gervr

Pl v Y i T sa
s That was oIl watsom—wesmt—its——
Mrs. 4-¢e1—-ir£—uas. down by the "Y"J Heovw—where—3in-the world wvas ..

Mr=s —Yesy—ab—was—approximately where Safeway is located now. ¥—hhink—bui I'm not
positive. I went down there so seldom. And tken-I think Smith's Jewelry was
hepe. ©Sh, Ihere vas a jewelry store.

54 . Yos+—0Bhy—yes;Smith*swas here:—
Yickre: How about the bakery?
Mrs. Yes, the bakery was here, at the -Fodl" o,(_ Watsen Street.
Mr, Same place,
2 chey
e aam Carr's Garage was here; tallardware was there,

Mrs. The tavern bled=is east of that building( it's the Library Tavern now/) =% was
called Thyngs. ﬁnd-.:ihey were an old, old family around here.

Mr. Knepp: . He was an ex-Mayor, too, wasn't he?

Mrs, Whiskey Thyng? 1 think he was.

Wickre: It sounds Scandanavian,

M. Yes, they've been here for years and years and years,

Mrs. I think they were native to the area; they may not have been but very close to i

12, Biﬂichey'J Hardware was here then.

O SCIIST Ur the cas &

Mrs. %ﬁ building where the apartments are across the street from
Beaverton Drug -- that building was thege.

Mr, Oh, yes, those buildings haven't changed.

Hrs., : 57+ On the corner of Watson
and Farmington, wherC} that I think it's sort of a gift shop now.

Mr. Oh, that's the Cady Building.

Mrs. But the store on the corner where they had --do they still have Abbott and
Costello out by the front door?

Fira Yes.

Mrs. That owmey—at—bhat—point, was a dry goods store//;;en we first came here. Then

it became a grocery store,

Tickre: It certainly sounds like not only was it a small town but you knew all your
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Mrs. Knepp: Oh, yes. Definitely, -oh.—yesv—-ﬁuri-nz,—bhe—«a-r-(“)e shopped most of the time

{ickre:

Nr.,.

Mrs

Wdickre:

lir.

Hrs,

Iir.

lir.

Mrs,

at Thrifty,—whiek—wes—bhe—store-on the corner of Hall f Broadway, Fhey—
)

uring the war gdhen things were rationed) v £
they had any sugar left over, you could get it)' and little things like that.
Regular customers were treated special, We had it kind of nice, Good old

/4

rationings
That reminded me of gase emd I know that was one of the things that was

ra'ﬂoned. How much did you drive in this area in the first place?

b—bhat—timed~ ilell, of course, we had coupons. You just had so much gas.
Let's—seey—e—werc out—here—after-the—coupons—were—gondr— We were at Portland
at the shipyardsvsg'we pooled cars., I rode with figur other fellows in a car.
But we had very 1little gas then. We didn't take any trips.

.....And in downtown Portland) I used buses all the time,when—ve—tived—in-—terwmarg
Yhen you lived ewt here -- peoples' habits change all the time, but wga‘l‘ke
Sunday drives out the other way, toward the West, or in the hills?er—emeﬂ-:iﬁg
tike—ttert, as that a Beirdy common thing to do in the late 40's and early 50's
Oh, yes -- we went all the byways and backroads of Beaverton,

Je used to love to o to Tigard because what 1s now Hall Boulevard at that time

was very nice rural road. It was the same road as it is now but itwas called

~Hhen;
Highway 217 2 . )(ow it's called Hall Boulevard.
— A TRAyee—It S @ number;—too.

= .
.

‘;Ihen-de—go&things started cbanging}in—-teme—e-f—more people coming)i.n-ex—
not knowing your neighbors so well, or different kinds of neighbors? What were
your neighbors like, and where did they come from generally?

Well, we moved in this house in '57. A-&d—%ractically every house on this
street use&ﬁfbe- lived in by ,owners. It has gradually changed so that it's
about 50-50 ngw. But I think the big change came about in 1965.

I would say in the '60's. It begins to make an impression on you, that the
place was_changing. For instance, we would go out Canyon Road to, well you
know theWPark area? There used to be one house out there)' +ré it had

a blue roof,ané-—[;xat was a landmark for use a-né:E;en pretty soon more kouses
began to come and then they built the Be Park district. 4And-You just saw
these gradual thg-rhhg%féﬁgand didn't make @&t that

difference in the beginning,-‘aa:au::, but Hkem all of a sudden they started
improving roads, &md Yhen Se=swren-it hits you.

Then they started putting signal lights in.

I remember when they were going to do Canyon Road. They were joing to 111 it
all in, %&,People theb—vere faniliar wiﬂ\it, including us, were very upset
that such a beautiful scenic dz_:ive out of the city A%G?%ere so certain
et they were going to ruin tgatﬂb, absolutely positive that they were going

+0 Mi1dn 3t w3 dlila®d o0 Iinto town and see S L
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where they filled it in -- all the earth and the trees gone down below and it
was quite traumatic for g us. Of course, we were proved wrong bmuse it's
still beautiful.

Hickre: But you're right. -An old road versus one that's widened and has businesses
along it and is noisier ...

lirs., Oh, yes. But I was thinking of the end of Canyon itsel§ Shgsptmtaen pBedaii——
east of Sylvanrﬁat is the particular spot, below OMSI, in thrmyh that area
in there where it's still so lovely and non-commercial -- it won't ever be
commercial, I don't think. T hope.

ickre: Jhat about businesses changing things.? I've heard, of course, Tektronix

coming made a difference.

Mrs. Tremendous difference.
Wickre: And shopping centers, also. Jid they make a mark on you, t—guess, when they cam
rmar
lir. Oh, yes. .here the Beaverton Wll is, of course, is where thelairport used to
be. - ; : ;

s Yes+—Fee, that meant a changecuthese You didn't need to go into Portland at

ally/ when the bigger department stores came out here. IH—made—a-bisg—-ohange.
--Big city stuff, now.

Jickre: Generallgp the story when that happens is that people quit identifying with the
nearest big city, < yid you find that to be true?
Iirs. Oh, definitely. e don't go in very often any more, Just on special occasions.

I don't think I've actually shopped in the city of Portland for over a year,
I go to ashington Square, or anywhere else, tut mostly we have substituted
Jashington Square, Beeause lleier & Frank has always been the department storge.
that we've favored and it's there.
Jickre: Fret-brimrs—te—mindeot—enly (fhen whet—hed—been a suburban area grows i this
. nearby
way, you wed—esdy stop identifying with the biggest) ity thetle—nearby-but—you-~
C\“ds'tart reat*y~ conceiving of where you live as a distinctive area, whieh—the

Mr. Yes, Prey—would—that*s —Tigi¥. UNow this is a center point around here, in
this valley. And it's getting big. ‘

dickre: iThat are the city 1limits?

Mr. Prankly, I don't know. Jhen we came here, itmsAllenrAvonuo—rhat—rae—
Allen%grcangethe south bbundary;-and the creek was the north boundary. You can't
hardly find the creek now, but that was it, aAmd—t¥5th—1 don't think it
even went to 145th.

Jickre; 3t. lary's would have been way’ outs aseg™

Lir. Yes, iell, it's on the corner of 145th., lurray Road is 145th, Gh,—gosh,—

think about 100 ft. on the other side of Lombard was the other city limit at

the time, It was very, very small,



Jickre: del-L,——I—-X—ﬁag-i‘ﬁe{)hen the city was incorporate%#hea—ma-}be_you-hwa—thia,. the
limits have to legally change for incorporation purposes., I~meam—yot—eanlt

leve—this lidtte—part—incorporated;—and—then—aii—bthis—out _here,. They would
—have had to enlarge the city limits, I would imagine,

A —L dontb e,
lrs. Isn't it a matter of annexation g taxes?
iickre: I'm sure that's part of it, yes. I don't know the details but I'm guet—

guessing that a larger part of the area 1s now considered 4 part of the
City of Beaverton.

Hrs. It goes for miles now,

r, Kow, it goes down to Scholls Ferry Road, and goes up to Walker Road there
e

and goes over to, ——hew—faris-tt-eover—there—onm the other—sidte—of—the.
ity

e —Rast WeSt, I GON't KNOW. ..
B nory —848 the other side of 1l+_5th}%the other side of 217. Yes, It's a big
area now. Bilg city. It isn't as nice a place as it used to be.
Jickre: +eti—F B = Other than growth,
wh Frha.p.t
do you fecl Jikemewicinde—edf people came in, thag»—perﬂa-pa youpdidn't have

so much irds common with.?-m:., at makes a difference besides sheer numbers?

Mr. Oh, it's not the numbers so much, because of course we've been in the area
-- we've gone to the Congregational Church all the timeg .ami:m—.ﬁ;erefore,
our friends have been at that gathering point,

dickre: Have your friends stayed in the area?

lrs, Most of them.

ilickre: Are they still neighbors, or have they moved?

lir. Oh, they've moved some; like we've moved a couple of times. Well, we haven't

in the last 20 years ...

Jickre: You lived on 8th from 1944 to 1957 ...

llrs. Knepp Trom 1944,About 1949, we moved to a house in Aloha, on 185th & Blantone aad-

were there until 1953.&1':&—_Een we moved back to a piece of property

across the street from Crandma's Table/ A-ad—t-he-n@-we#were there until we
mov, y ack 4z=r= to this house in 1957. 3But we have been within the area
since Yl 1936/ /lfxcepting for those two brief absences of being in Zugene and
Salem., Sut As far as 4@ changes in people has been concerned, I think what
affects me most is in our church. With the growth of the population, of
course, the church has grown.

dickre: fhere was the church, by the way? -

lirs, 107th & Walker. The congregation has grown, and the—eengrepetien—has changed,
Many of the people we knew when we were younger and more active in the church
are now dead. Not so many of them have moved, as died. Beeause they were
older than ﬁ"k*, 20 or so years more, And you don't know as many people as
you used to. I think this area is most fortunate in the type of people who have

Y~ .. (T G (T—— arnanlrinve 4v N ~~anaval conco Farnartian FAar +he mact navrt Fhevwv Ave



pretty well educated people and that makes a considerable difference to your

Jpar————— rom wherever—theymoved.——Coodness, E hey have come in from all over the place/(
to take white collar jobs in the area. The type of industry thet—hes—eems—out
here calls for that sort of individualf

- -~ 0

e progressive.—%&#hméawmhe—mﬁmm%a—emm
Wickre: In terms of what it does for its citizens? ‘
Mrs. And what the citizens are willing to do for the city¥ too, in terms of passing

)onds or taxes and that sort of thing. You have your people who are dissatisfiecd
with everything that's happening, naturally, within the city, but this is to
be expected.
Wickre: Ba’c@enerally, you've been pleased, despite the growth, with the quality of
people that are here.?
Mrs., Yes, I have., I don't know about Paul, or if he's even thought about it., ke
Mr. Knepp: fthink the quality is all right. I don't like Beaverton nearly as much as I

used to because it's grown so much that traffic is terrific now.

lrs, That's nostalgia.
Jickre: Ispecially right now, because so much is torn out and they're working on it,
Mr. Yes, that doesn't bother me a bit, becaus7'progress is always going to be that

way, but I didn't like to see it grow big. I like a 1little town and I still
like to be in a little town. T .

Wickre: Well, you know, some people meke—that—their—patterm—Fhey*it-just ke@p moving
constantly away and out, but you get to the point where that's hard to do.
lirs. Jell, it very definitely is h"il“d. %e—de-,—a-nd-‘:_}-ue older &kast T get) the more it

means #e=me to remain in a pTace}ﬁbh—uhMeay—f&mﬂﬂ:&h amongst old
friends and all the things)%a-re-in-#h-:ta—a-rca., close by,for us to do., =4wd-
his means a great deal.

Jickre: And in the same church. That is something that changes for some people if they
don't care for the congregation they're in,

Hrs, This is very true., You have to like your minister and you have to like the
people #het—a=e involved in the church, Even if you may not Imofrthem very well

any more, you still have to like them.

Mr. Betseen the church and the m_Stuhrk Pnter, we ég’c enough to keep us busy
Wickre: Yow ghat do you do there?

Urs. Whateyfer there is to be done; /articipating.

Wickre: iWhose center is it? --The city?

Mrs. It belongs to the Tualatin Hills Parks & -Recreation j?i')strict. It is owned and

operated by them. e are also involved in the Loaves & Fishes Frogram thedé—ds.
operative e#er—there, and I'm involved with the Senior Adult Advisory Committee)

wirrelr—is—the—t$obal—eenter—itretndine—-—b—is a commnittee that tries to

coordinate what neople want and what the director s wants, etc.~-liot programs



Hickre:

U,

lMrs,

Jickre:

My,

lMrs,

and activitiaab{glicies.mexa~ Of course, Bethel Church also has a group that

volunteers to serve Loaves & Fishes one day a month, which we help do., «And

then ye participate in glasses—and—eactivities—end—thinpgs—Tike—that—e—theave

» two—areas—eiLfnsfeéaibi}ityT—*—

Are there people there thad you have known a long time, or other long-time
residents? 5
Oh, yes, same people ¥&there, too.

It's a very easy place to get acquainted.

= X it —aske That are your political
interests and activities -- local, regional, or community?

T've worked with Jack llelson on city polities. That's about as far as
politics is concerned.

Je're not politically-minded people. e vote, we don't forget that privilege.

We vote on everything, but as far as being involved in political committee

and things 1like that, no.

Hev ile haven't done too much on the issues, actually, as far as participation
is concerned, I've been on theKszmqttee to Re-Rlect Jack Helson, that's all.
campaten—GComnities,

Irckres == denlb—ruraTro o0 TNy _PeOple—vio really ¢ ‘e pmacy: Rean—i-he)
AT rotved—rith-a—eealcampaign o eferendum issne tha omes—along
¥ _ but’ / oy _

mmoma—C o o T Senier Qente hat made me—bkbmco

e ety &E try to keep the politics out of the Senior Center, and we've
succeeded, It's non-political. It has to be.

dickre: I was thinking if there are state bills that come up regarding funding for
senior centers or something like that ...

lrs. Anyone who-was interested in that would then be working through the area
agency on aging, or the county. ie've both been members of the Area Agency
on Aging J-—ﬁE*1n—heen—memheI“—uf“that—commitixmr—%xﬁﬁrﬁdL4L” but our
terms are up so we'ye not particpating actively in it as much anymore.

“Jickre: &iﬂl,‘ﬂ%re's a section called philosophy, and the first question I think you've
already answered, but I'11l run it by you in case you have anything else to
say about it, How strongly do you identify with Beaverton?

Mr. dell, as far as now is concerned, I'd say everything 1s Beaverton.

Hrs. de don't plan to move away.

dickre: I had that feeling. It clearly is your city and your area,

s, Absolutely.

Mr, Yes, there's no doubt of that, I'm afraid.

Jickre: I'm always interested in old areas that have become suburbaq; ﬂéw they retain

their identity from each other, [Vicie o o o o st

driving down major streets you hardly know you're in one or anothéfy /Aﬁd yet

the residents do.
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lirs Knepp: Definitely, they—den I think that can be defined a great deal by school
attendance area, —IHaink—that—has—a—sreat—deal-do—do—wdih it Ihe school in

o
et particular attendance area which generally conforms to the original
area of Cedar 1Mill, for instance, generﬂﬂ& speaking, &f—eeursey—itls—enlarsed—

ng a as T

iIickres I think you're right. That's generally how people w&kX connect. I haven't
even asked you about the schools here, Hew—did—youFfeel—about—them—your—
! colng . How did the schools seem to change over time?
Mrs. Improved.
Mr. Je never had any dissatisfaction with the system at all,
Hrs. I think Beaverton has an excellent school system. It was good when we were

there; the man who was principal when we first moved here was called lMike
lietzler, and hisphilosophy was to run an academic schoq{ or if you want to
put it another way -- a cheap school, because academically this is the cheapest

type of system to run, bepquse you have no shops and no extra, expensive

equipment.
. . oy _
Wlickres oSes academig§mean’;_.,
Iirs, College entrance, ihis—is—eorreobr—ind ihen the area enlarged and it became

understood that a broader program was ne@led because more students were there
who were not college-minded students? ame this is one of the reasons for
vocational study.

r, Tell he;e was only one high school, and less than 500 students ..,

r 20%.
lirs. MM‘%’;’ an excellent principal' AM

ﬁHﬁ#aﬁH———————4aa—he—yrtnctpa&—fur-a—ionr—ttmeﬁ

s Toti—tre—started—tmthe20's., T —Toe fre—retiret—tmrabout—the—60ts—He—~
) ' ' /
e ) = lMr. Herbert Armstrong was superintendent of

Beaverton lligh School wh;:
1953. Beeause 1
there for approximately a year when I went to work., I think it was about
1953 when lMr., Metzler retired.

Mr. Ile 1ived over here on Lombard. le ju§t kept busy with his real estate deals

went to work in 55, so I think Mike retired in

= Karl Kalile
fggga Jgar and then Mr, Armstrong was
|

and investments and.!!;rﬁs interest in the Lodge. He was in the Masonic Lodge,
and had his old cronies there, and they had a grand old time,

“Jickre: dave there been a number of these kinds of fraternal organizations thai—have—
uL&&-a Beaverton chapeer?fer—a—white?

Mrs. Oh, yes, quite a number, The Rlks, the fagles.

Nr. The Elks formed in about 1950-something. The 0Oddfellows have been there at

the grade school for a long time.
Mrs, I don't know WHEN the Beaverton chapter of the Oddfellows was formed. The
lfasonic Temple has been there for many, many years. I don't remember any

other time when the Masonic Temple wasn't where it is now,
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Jickre: Feti—T—think—youlveenswered—thts;toobut—T*ITock—tt—enywaix. What do you
inKare- . .
= your major contributions to the community?
Iir Just being here, I guess.
Mrs., I really couldn't give an answer to that.
ickre: iThat do you think you have offered?
Mr. de haven't donef a great deal. If you talk about volunteering services or

anything like that, we haven't done anything much in that way. I think our
biggest contribution might be that we've been staunch ,Lackers of Beaverton.,
e haven't created any waste but we haven't done any great) big thing.

Mrs. T think we've quietly, perhaps would be the wmmmik word, supported most of the
things that the city of Beaverton has dong"q%)sx‘"ojects that they have proposed,
Tost—ef—thefmr—

&



INTERVIZY WITH KR & MRS PAUL KNWPP -- NOVEMBER 7, 1981
INTERVIEWER: Karen Wickre
TRANSCRIBBR:  Rosalie Wakefield (2-17-83)

TAPE 2, SID3Z 1

Wickre: Can you point to people in the community that yew—thint have pefformed
heroically for the city) J'(ave really.. gone that  extra mile?

Nrs. WE1L)yes, F-varthimt—bub—hels—deadnew, 1 Was thinking of darl Fisher.
What about Guy (¢ darr'?

Mrs. 'y egrf'&., of course’ a businessman and aleagepr:is really the tops
T reaily think so.“" . i A poE 0w BTOFC e Lot

lirs. He: Kas beédn here’ fl‘br so many ears and. had done-a@-great dedl fdr the city.

lirm. T thidk F¥an has done quite éFrit. ‘too. aayanyg o TRy #ht

Mrs. Swmak Fran Mgk Ilo{boke, ?es he's done a lot.

M. «'h-l—l“e's the one that ma.de it possible for us to make the crossing on
Hall Stréet.” ;mm&am:— iprout 1 Epie WE T G

Mrs. That was'a tombination of Pran' and the fathex, of . the: man who' owns Lell.),

Otto Keil.!' 'He and I"ran dg_lboke were bar?:.ners,/; the ThFLfty Crocery S== Store,
MMHMG, kluen the store was soldy the: parthership sp].it upy and .
2 igali. 5

otto went( 1 ’chini{)'{é -‘Hood River for Cageade Locks =
Aad-His son E=thEak had
-he—had-a couple czif g)ri?ce;'y stores An Vancouver, .ﬂashington)‘ am_i_“now he's
moved over here, baci; in the area.,.  culggueh U et HYR BERERE
Mr, But! Pran =L he s got the Th;‘ifty Wash on;Cedar<Hills B1¥, He owns it.
Thitfty Hash, He's _heen a big man in town.:. So-has Prahk Holldnd's Feede
W—Ee Holldnd " famlly-y-éhey&e' been big people in town and very beneficial.

Wickre: I don't know a lot of names of the real old timers but I do know there aas

W =3 K,

l-,w.---

an earlier klnd, of immigrant an ural’ farm group ‘and
3 sl

then ‘therd was' this later business glevelopmenrt,lgroup —b- thé movers and

Goeg W

shakérs''of ‘the community. So oth are still here; ‘elearly. "

Mrs., Yes, 'the Fanﬁo‘ fariuly, the Denney family, .the Biggis -4 “eur’ horseradlsh
Sty pedple Lo they were rural. Yes they were ‘the agrfculturlsts in
the community,

Wickre: I know you were in Portland during the war, but since I've had this other
research going on about the war, I always think about this. Jas that also
a perid:d of growth iz;,some ways or a change in the kind of people that
were 1:'} this area? In Portland, I know that was true, but I'm curious
about whether you sensed it after the war.‘--\many more people stayed in
Portland from all over,

Mrs. Oh, yes, they did esst herg too. This is inevitable, Beeause—those People
who,like Paul, were too old or whatever, or female, to get in the armed
forces, their patriotic duty was the shipyards, and they came from all over.
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Vickre: ¥ Portland was certainly a big center of shipbuilding.

A-pumber—of-4tke Momen I've interviewed commentdeem=bhe—£aet that they've

M P
met %MMW came from different parts of
e .
the country, ynu.lmeu-—-—vust‘krgerﬁ‘gs there were $€ai+dy well-paying jobs

at the shipyardse ewes—"
HMr. Yes, lots of people from‘the Hiddle Rast and T-Iiddle ﬂes‘t came for that reason.

B-ublt didn't affect 3eaverton too te=xxihty much except Deaverton has always,
of course, been known as the bedroom of Portland, -and—it—aiweye——atthoush-
Nthlre—mrng-%e—hﬂ. spots aoh‘eha#-are ge-i-ag-bo—-be-the bedroom of ﬁeaverton)
pertnear. 5 Je relget‘r:.:\.ng tha‘:\; blg now. Betcha. Aloha and the Tektronix
people, for insEar}ce. m Cedar Ilills is that way. too. So that we've just

ardvanced one step up.ﬂmmwwesmww

£55 SRRV QL Tinery] o FRAIE

B b

T
ey ok ;.,.’ ol .,4.‘ (i you gL & A T L Eie amenan B
dickre: Jha’c do you see for the future of this area and yourselves :m it?
a1 ; ; : ; .. DT ong0ing
Mrs, -He-];i——l—‘bh&:rd' b)nat frightens me more. than anything else is the goﬂnflict

BB mean e e between Hae:arable farmland and ’da' development
\U;mterests. i I'm afraid m 'bhey wi.ll = hurt‘ themselves in the long run
by allowing so muoh .‘a.._re.l:gleuz:t;amland to be _t,grne}iéver;togm development.

I know the;}eay they have to have some place to live, Butshiere—dg—eotirer—tand

But <&
the reasonm farmers exe closer in ax=

5oad

o il

S want‘ to develop their proPerty is for the, mone_)' aad 1t's-sl=.p a matter
o of 'taxes.”[gey are not given a tax break to rema:_n as far;m ]andj /apecially
the small famers. &rrd*[he differenee we notice m is the distance

we now m travel to get Z{—ﬁck fruit)«/é good measure. Sox-years—and
e used to Ju.gt bm 80 up to the }Iilson farm on Allen Avenue and

aaﬂdﬂmﬁamﬁ—mth .&p:hh&ee and get all the fruit we needed, and

D all the garden produce ﬁﬁ’wante /{(hat whole Illson Park areasevv—er—
Wickre: _ﬁnd. oW where do you go”

s T

Mrs. o Noq We .80 the other side of Aloha, Cornd&ﬂd) Hlllsboro, ulver Road.,
AL |

Wickre: Didn't you say you lived where Aloha is now'?

Mrs. On 1851:9, e ~bhe—mein—trar .

9, There were Just houseo thJ B j

S, ;It's groen tremendously since then.

Wickre: MT; hear the word Aloha means picturing 185th and all the
development,

Mx. Mwhen we lived there. There Msed to be a little place called

Tobi%sispast there. Do youm it? You don't know of it, you see,
It's\ebeut the next light beyond Aloha/, 198th, I think. It used to
be Tobias Station. Aaaé_ﬁere used to be a sign up that s@&d Tobias



You dont see it any more. It's gone.

lMrs. They never had a postoffice that we knew of, but they did at one time.I'm
u_)h 1ich 18 alse
sure of it, .Aadfxﬂen there was Reedville, Reedviiddls getting all swallowed
uP' 'Y
Wickre: I've seen some old maps that had intersections with names on thenm.

I asked the man who showed them to me, "“iWhere are these?" And he said,

"They're still there to some extent ,but not with those name57

Mr. ﬂhua!l!il'! Reedville is still there, deflhi%ely;‘but it's disappearing.
It's 1dentity xs gqﬂe.
Wickre: Do you feel'" “that danger in Beaverton or do you feel that' happehed?
‘Mrs. Oh I ‘think'that's ulready happened°"i" ik . FH; .
Mr, Beavertbn gs-swaflowed up phactically ali theléeoh.lahd around here:
dickre: How would you ‘characterize Beaverton{ﬁg$;.ﬁiﬁe—e&eﬂb§Qr .y
Mrs. Ghareeborize thetiemtTtys | ‘jkaverton is a city now rather ihan a pnall town,

cf_ \ng
It is now a growing 01ty. It doesn't have the characteristics?ef a small

towng i%—abesn-x—have—ehe—feeitng-of“a—“maii—toﬂnx It has now become a 01tzf
an imperoonal entity '

'.’}' N PO i _)' "l

Mr. AbsBlutely. , _ .
}:"‘l; o ek ;_?T;'l‘ji b = SN
Wickre: ﬁhakaﬂﬂéjb you percelve that continuing° '
Wp-- | I 1 :,I‘ r‘-r
j'f Mr. Yes. ‘The' shopplng cénter up here d1d a 1ot and now Hlﬁ!!!&ﬂ!!ﬂ!ﬁ%f?‘ih
. ,"(‘r'i"l"» : L Bl

Fred lleyer' g shopplng center is g01ng over here, and there's a new one
going up on 145th & Allen; so we're pulllng away froqkhe center dﬂdépreading
out around the edges, gettlng fakther away 'all ‘the tlme.

Py (84 il

Mrs. @entral Beaverton/qll M—y I am sure emnim.fgr
become multiple’ dwelling. . o

Wickre: Maybe also office space to sOme extent- . PSS

Mrs., Probably. It's right on a bus line,

—H:*\\\\\ You seé 'those new'offlces over here and 3

L H T, &

#rckre: “AC*TZ Has the tax base’ generally kept up w1th the growth here, do yeu think?

Mr Yes, Our tax@s have gone up about five times, The tax base goes up about
6’ each year.

Wickre: But theveery}ces are generally good?

Mr. Oh, yes; I really thlnk city services are good,’ ,fire awd police, water and
electricity and taking care of the roads and taking care of progress of streets
and traffic., Yes. They put in all these 1i ghts?dTEa%rgtprogreos. Slows you
down,lébut it's progress. It keeps traffic under control.

¥x Mrs, I don't want to make it sound as though this area is the greatest thing on
earth, It isn't, It has its drawbacks. But compare it to many other places
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that we've heard about and seen; I think 1t's pretty darn good.

dickre: Do you feel drawbacksare related to growth now?

lrs, Targely. And all i.-t attendan’tﬂ I;c:oblems. g de have an increased
crime rate.——feuw—heve all ef—bkese things that happen when an area gets
largee == ¥ the good things aresmlg:m:b'e increased, but all of the
bad things are gedsms—te=de increased’ in! proportion. .' & ‘

Jickre: You have more of everything, I agree you don' t know what's voing to happen
in the future, but your sense of the place and your descriptiogvfeave me
feeling like you were talking on a down note, .

lirs, «:-Oh, wg¢'re not, I wouldn't want to gl"—that impressipn because that is
ot the way. we feel, 3ut I don t want to sound 11ke we're Pollyanna ing

«;~ the jhole, thing. ide're Just trylng to be realistlc about what' happened
Y ,a,nd accept, :Lt.-f}/ccept the necessary chaxys that ha%a occurred.

Jickre: So—youha cluding thoug s’Tytﬁnrg—I—fUr"oirto—&sk—xhaLgtcm
Wou ike .

Lz, vy

Wicbaw : o
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