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OLYMPIA — Washington Gov.
Booth Gardner isn’t the only
Northwest governor courting bus-
iness with the Japanese this
month.

‘ Oregon Gov. Victor Atlyeh w111

. be hot on Fisheels.

Gardner left Monday on a trade”

" tour of Japan’s key cities and fac-
tories. Oregon’s delegation will be
following much the same path.

The two governgrs w1ll not
meet,

Gardner, his wife Jean "and
most of his entourage of 35 will
fly out of Osaka bound for South
" Korea Saturday — the same day
“.that Atlyeh his wife Dolores and
—_.about .a dezen_other. Oxcgsm.mo
will arrive in Tokyo.

The Japanese who meet with
the two whirlwind tours from the
U.S. Northwest will hear much the
same tune: We have a beautiful
state whose rugged mountains and
unspoiled coastline are just across
the Pacific and would eagerly
welcome new Japanese business-
es.

P.S.: Pay no attention to that
other delegation.

Gardner's party is one “of three
fishing for business in the Far
Ttast, with an agriculturally mind-
ed group having begun a Taiwan

* visit Sept.14 and a tounsm mis-
" sion already returned from Japan.
A total of 72 public and private
business boosters are involved.

Atiyeh is serving double-duty in
Japan. First, he will spend a week
leading three or four other gover-
nors around Japan on a National
Governors Conference tour. Then,
joined by his entourage, he will
spend another week pushing Ore-
gon as the best northwestern site
for expansion-minded Japanese
business.

The Oregonians will return to
Salem Oct. 10.

“Both delegations will spend
time in Tokyo and Osaka, where
each will speak with representa-
tives of Japanese firms.

Both will also host meetings of
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The COOperation t'hat 'marked the tour-
ism efforts has no role in the trade and
invesiment competition.

trasted by the partnership
between Washington and Oregon
in promoting fourism from the

.Far East. a joint tourism mission

rcturned from Japan only last
week, -

Touting *Vashington and Oregon
as “America’s New West Coast
Playgroung,” a total of 20 tourism
boosters from both states conduct-
ed a sevies of seminars and work-

their- respeclive -Japan-clubs———-shops~t¢ "¢t  Japanese travel

private associations of Japan-
based American’ business people
who maintain ties with their home
state.

Spokesmen from both gover-

nors’ offices admit there's ex-

tremely intense competition

belween the neighboring states for -

new trade opportunitics and new
Japancse investment in the North-
west. The identities of many com-
panies that ecither Gardner or
Atiyeh will visit are wxapped in
secrecy.

The competmon in trade and i m-
vestment missions is starkly con-

agents knew there is more to the
U.S. than Honolulu and Las Vegas.
Clint Hyd¢, trade marketing di-
rector for the state Tourism De-
velopment Division, said the joint
tourism mission was a big success.
But the tourism boosters don’t
call the Northwest by that geo-
graphical “escription, he said, be-
cause in Japancse minds that
word conjures up the cold, wind-
swept coast of northwest Japan.
Promoting the healthy, clean
Washington-Oregon environment,

the tourism mission tried to at-

tract Japanese travelers to temp-

tations of kayaking, hiking, hot-air
ballooning, fishing, river rafting
and especially wind-surfing, which
Hyde said is quite the rage in Ja-
pah.

Washington has historically
benefited more from Japanese
tourism than Oregon, partially be-
cause four major airlines fly from
Tokyo to Seattle-Tacoma Interna-
tional Airport, while only recently..
“have plans been made for a To-
kyo-Portland flight.

Still, the two states get only !

about 5 percent of America-bound
Japanese tourists — about 90,000
in 1985 — with the vast majority .
opting for “sun.and fun"” tours to
Hawaii or California, Hyde said.
The cooperation that marked
the tourism cfforts has no role in

the trade and investment competx-
tion, however. :
' Gardner on his third trade mis-
sion to the Far East, will meet ~

with business and. government
leaders of Japan and Korea in or-:
der to promote Washington-made
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