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Interviewer: Linda Stiles Taylor (LT)
Interviewee: Ruth Loomis (RL)

LT: Can we just start with when and where were you born? Were you born here in Forest
Grove?

RL: No, I came here when I was 5 years old.

LT: From where?

RL: Holly, Minnesota.

LT: So, you’ve been here since you were five. And what year were you born?
RL: 1903.

LT: Which makes you 97 this year?

RL: Yes.

LT: ...And in wonderful shape, it’s great. Now, I understand you have many recollections from
the early days of the library, including visiting with Mrs. Rogers, the original donor of the
building to the City of Forest Grove. You want to share some of your earliest memories?

RL: Of the house. Mrs. Rogers came to Forest Grove, course I wouldn’t know when, she lived,
we lived on the same street, which is now Elm, that she lived on, and I loved it, I remember the
house very well, and I only went with my mother, I think. She was a very pleasant, small
woman. The house sat quite a ways back from the street, and from the sidewalk you took four or
five steps to the walkway up to the house and then at the house, I think, there were more steps to
get into it. 'We rang the bell and the maid came, and we were ushered into a sitting room on the
right hand side of the hallway.

LT: Was that the red room? Or... They were famous for having a red room with a plaque...

RL: This was their living room.
LT: Oh, okay.

RL: Of course, [ didn’t do any visiting. My mother did, and I don’t remember if we were served
afternoon tea or not. I wouldn’t be surprised, but I think because this was characteristic of my
mother’s home. But anyway, we had a visit without me saying anything, and then left. But the
house itself was interesting to look at from a distance. It was two stories, had a good many
windows, which were long, narrow windows, as I recall, and after she died it was purchased and
demolished and a gentleman here in Forest Grove had enough wood to make two more houses,
and so the house never burned or anything of that sort. Afterwards, the park there was beautiful
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and they had all sorts of wildflowers, trilliums and such like that we would enjoy walking as we
went to school or went down to some neighbors.

LT: There was a gentleman who tended the yard there for many years. Did you know him?
RL: Who?
LT: The gentleman who took care of the yard for many years, just as a community service?

RL: I don’t remember his name. No I don’t think I would have been interested as a kid, because
I was only about 12 when I had visited with her.

LT: Do you remember when it was empty? In the local records they say the children all
thought it was a haunted house after Mrs. Rogers had moved away and it was sort of, had fallen
into disrepair before they tore it down.

RL: That could have been, that could have been.
LT: Do you remember those, ever hearing that when you were a child?

RL: No, no. Aren’t too many other interests. We lived on the same street but I didn’t go past it
on my way to school, so I don’t know.

L'I': And it was where Rogers Park is today, right?
RL: What?

LT: The home is where Rogers Park is today. Mrs. Rogers former home was in what is today
Rogers Park.

RL: Well, I suppose. Well I think what you wanted was the library.
LT: Ido.

RL: And, the library I do remember was on the corner of what is now 21* and College Way.

One story, white, with very prominent, big windows on the front and I think there were some
windows on the east side. It was divided I think in two parts with a reading room with tables and
chairs, and I think The Oregonian was prominent there every day, and then they had the library
shelves. And in the corner of the back room was a rest room for mothers and children, and that
would be the only restroom, toilet facilities, downtown. And it was people who came in from
Clapshaw Hill, and Dilley and other places, and they were really grateful that they had that
facility.

LT: And it was the only thing like it around, there was no other public place to go.
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RL: No, no. And the books of course, we were all taking books out and I think they had a large
number of magazines. Some of the librarians, [ suppose you’ve got the whole list of them.

LT: Did you know Mrs. Sanford, who was the one who would have been in your childhood.

RL: Yes, yes. And there was Reverend Holmes who had been the minister of the Congregational
church and retired here for a few years, and Mrs. White who had been prominent in Forest Grove
and at one time owned where Patterson’s Gift Shop is now. People who were in retirement, and
I suppose they were paid a very small salary and how it was supported financially I don’t know.
LT: Well, I know the city passed its first tax in 1907. They levied a tax for the library, but it
was very small, but Mrs. Rogers bequest also funded books. Do you remember going to the

library as a child and checking books out yourself?

RL: Not very many because we had a lot, we had magazines and books coming in at the house.
Yes I did get some.

LT: How many were you allowed to check out at a time, do you remember?
RL: I have no idea.

RL: Do you remember if they charged fines, or...

LT: No, I think my mother would see I got things back on time.

RL: Today we don’t charge fines, but I wondered if you remembered how they did that. And
they had a wood stove there too, right, to keep warm. Do you remember the wood stove...?

LT: Who?
RL: They had a wood stove in the library.

LT: Oh yes, for heat, oh yes. That was what we had in the grade school that I attended. They
had these great big monsters in the back of the room that was fed by wood.

RL: What school was that?
LT: Central school.
RL: So that was normal to have a big wood stove everywhere...

RL: And lots of great big stacks of wood on the outside. Over at Pacific University they’d have
stacks of wood the full length of Marsh Hall to use for heat in Marsh Hall.

LT: And then do you recall when the library burned, when there was the fire in 1919?
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RL: I wasn’t here, we were out on a picnic and when we came back we found fire demolished
several buildings. I think the building that was right next to the library was a woman’s hat shop
and I think right next to that building, there may have been a different order, was the man who
made bows, bows and arrows. Now what was his name?, his daughter was Marsh, anyway he
was famous all over the United States for his bows, and he went up Mt. Hood about every other
year to get the wood and bring it back and let it season. And bows and arrows was something, it
was one of the sports people enjoyed, like croquet.

LT: And so when the fire occurred, was that...I would imagine it was tremendously traumatic
for the whole town.

RL: Oh, well that’s right. It happened a couple times that we had fires like that.

LT: So do you remember what afterwards, or how people came together to rebuild or...

RL: No. Well, I think about that time, I was probably about 12, I think, and I don’t think I was...
My mother was very active in the town with anything that needed help. Both my parents were
born in England and came over, so I’m first generation, but I’ve always been interested in Forest
Grove and read the News-Times diligently for what goes on.

LT: And so when they rebuilt the library in the same location...

RL: Yes, because they had the land.

LT: And do you remember... I guess the United Church of Christ was rebuilt.

RL: That’s right.

LT: Was it a long, long time in your childhood memory that there was no downtown so to speak,
or did it seem it was pretty quickly that they rebuilt it?

RL: Well, yes, I think people, if something burned why something was rebuilt or adjusted right
away because when we had that fire in, what is the main street coming in from Portland.....

LT: Pacific Avenue, or?

RL: Well where Fry’s store is.

LT: Pacific Avenue.

RL: Yes, well in the middle of that there is a large parking lot, and that was a whole series of
buildings. One was a bakery and one was a barber shop and those weren’t rebuilt. And of
course, Fry’s at the time was Hoffman’s General Merchandise, and he still has that pull where

you can pay downstairs and it can go up to the balcony.

LT; Huh.
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RL: They’re very unique. Haven’t you seen it?

LT: No, I haven’t. I have to check for it the next time I go in there and see, and take a look.
RL: They’re very, very good about things like that.

LT: Just preserving historical detail.

RL: And the library is wonderful where it is now, and all the facilities it has. Again, it has all
these facilities for, the toilets, and good facilities for people that are just going by needing
something like that. They can stop in. I don’t know that Portland library has all those. It’s first

class, but....

LT: The last library in its current location was placed there in 1978 with an LSCA grant and that
was when it moved to its current location on Pacific.

RL: I think one of the biggest advantages we have now is, you call it Metro, because what book
we want if it isn’t here it comes from some other city.

LT: Oh, are you thinking of Washington County Cooperative Library Services, WCCLS, that --
RL: Yes, it can come out of Beaverton or several other places here so--

L'l: ...S0 we all share the resources.

RL: We don’t have to send to Salem.

LT: Right, so we all cooperate with one another, and....

RL: Yes. I don’t know. Now they have books for the Spanish-speaking, and of course the
children’s section I’ve always thought was simply wonderful. I’ve gone in there ever so many

times for grandchildren.

LT: I guess the first children’s alcove was built in 1941, so by then you would have been an
adult. Do you remember the children’s alcove in the old library?

RL: No.

LT: You became a teacher when you grew up right? Is that correct, that you were a teacher?
RL: In ‘417

LT: No, did you become a teacher when you were an adult?

RL: Yes. I got my B.A and taught in Forest Grove for two years, then I taught at Pacific for the
rest of the time.
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LT: What did you teach in Forest Grove for two years? What grade level?

RL: At the high school.

LT: At the high school? What subject?

RL: Oh I think it was some biology. My major was physical education, and that’s what we did.
We started over at Pacific was a major course. The coach that was hired was, the first ones I
worked with didn’t have any physical ed background, but they were a coach. And so when we
put in a major department, I had some of those subjects that came to me and then I went out and

got a master’s degree at Columbia. But isn’t that something to be teaching at a university with a
B.A.?

LT: Yeah, those were the days.

RL: Well, we had AAUW, do you know that?

LT: Um-hmm.

RL: Well, the national president was from my university which was Mills College in Oakland,
and she was the national president and she came up here and she went to the, I suppose to the
president, anyway she interviewed to see how many women were on the staff, and when there
weren’t very many, she really took them to task and they did hire more women. And of course
they have lots more women now than men | think on the staff. Maybe not in the specialties, not

in the optometry or their advanced courses there.

LT: You probably know Dr. Peg Gilbert, then -- Margaret Gilbert that worked in the optometry
clinic. What year did you retire from Pacific?

RL: When did I retire?

LT: Uh-huh.

RL: Oh, let’s see. About 1940, I think.

LT: So, I guess she would have come after....

RL: I had married and we had two children, a boy and a girl, after I was 40.

LT: That was unusual in those days.

RL: Yes, yes, not anymore. No, that’s right. And my husband had had typhoid fever as a child,
so he had a heart condition and so he died quite early. We were only married about 30 years, so

it was after that that I began my volunteer work.

LT: So are your children still here locally?
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RL: No, my daughter is back in New Jersey and my son is down in San Jose.

LT: Ah. But you’ve spent most of your life here, then...

RL: I have.

LT: ...Except for Mills College in Oakland and five years...

RL: That’s right. We did a lot of traveling. My husband liked to travel. And of course with
both my parents coming from England, we were in England many times. The first time I was in
England, I went by boat with my father and that took about 10 days and it was pretty rough.

LT: So do you recall when you were a child, do you remember going to libraries in England at
all. Or did you enjoy reading enough that you would look at libraries when you would travel?
Or would just bring a book along and....

RL: Well, when we took the children, we took them for three months and we had a car in Europe
and I each night did a bit of wash and laundry and my son helped Joe decide what next day’s trip
would be and Janet wrote the diary, so we were all busy. But, we did quite a few bed and
breakfasts as we went along.

[.T: Now we have one right down here on Thatcher Road.

RL: That’s right, that’s right.

LT: It was such an unusual thing a few years ago, except when you went to Europe and now it’s
come over and is popular.

RL: I wonder how many people they can serve?

LT: They have three bedrooms that can hold two people each.

RL: The Loomis house down there has been a bed and breakfast and....

LT: Oh, you mean your original home?

RL: That was my husband’s home.

LT: Oh, okay.

RL: On Main Street. Isn’t it Main? Yeah. And she had facilities upstairs, so I had my son and
his family one morning for breakfast over there and my daughter and her family for breakfast

another time there, so then they had a tour of my husband’s home.

LT: So was he raised here also?
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RL: Yes, he came to Forest Grove, I think, when he was under 10, so.... The family, his sister
Mamie just died two years ago at 103, so he’s the only one who really died young but that was
because of typhoid fever.

LT: So what was your maiden name?

RL: Burlingham

LT: Oh, okay, okay.

RL: Well, they started what turned out to be a very big international business in this other town.
LT: So, is Doris your sister-in-law?

RL: Yes.

LT: Oh, okay. All kinds of everybody’s related to everybody if you know their families.

RL: In a small town, in a small town.

LT: So do you remember any of the books you enjoyed reading as a child, any particular authors
or titles that were favorites of yours.

RL: I remember particularly the St. Nicholas magazine and the Youth Companion...
LT: Did you subscribe to those?

RL: ...And the Saturday Evening Post and those came regularly and we devoured them. And I
was always more interested in activities than so much in reading.

LT: How about your children? Do you remember taking your children to the library?

RL: No I don’t, but I'm sure I did. They were both very, very good students and got
scholarships. I mean they weren’t given any financial help, but Jim did research work. They
both went to Willamette and Jim did a lot of research work in the summer time which he
enjoyed, and then he went to Stanford. Janet went on and got her master’s and got married and
had two children. And Jim got married and he has three daughters.

LT: Your whole family values education it sounds like.

RL: That’s right. So, I’'m grandmother to five and enjoying it very much. And two of them are
pregnant.

LT: So more grandchildren, or great-grandchildren.

RL: That’s right, that’s right.
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LT: That’s terrific.
RL: I think that’s all.

LT: Okay, thank you very much.



