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Mr. Speaker. When the House takes up the authorization
for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission later this week, we
will have another opportunity to require tested emergency
evacuation plans for nuclear plants as a condition for
licensing. In preparation for the debate on this
important matter, I want to call the attention of my
colleagues to the recent test of one such plan in my
district for the only operating nuclear power plant in
Oregon.

A number of problems were brought to light as a result of
the drill that was conducted cooperatively by county,
state and Federal officials and Portland General Electric,
the utility which operates the nuclear plant. We learned
a great deal from the exercise that will be invaluable to
us in improving the plan, not the least of which is that
state and local agencies were not adequately prepared to
handle an atomic plant émergency--precisely why the
amendment is needed to the N.R.C. authorization bill,

As a result of the Oregon experience, we can now iron out
the problems uncovered and design a plan that will more
effectively coordinate the resources of local, state and
Federal governments in meeting an emergency at the plant.
The officials involved in this recent exercise are to be
commended for conducting the drill and encouraged in their
efforts to correct the plan.

Mr. Speaker, as we prepare for the upcomning debate on the
authorization for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and
the need for tested emergency evacuation plans, I urge my
colleagues to review the Oregon experience as outlined in
the following newspaper article and editorial on the
event; it was published in the Oregon Journal.




Mock evacuation at Tro

If a drill is a success because it
points up shortcomings, then the
mock evacuation of the Trojan nu-
Clear power plant fasr week shoyid
b this year's sniash hit in Columbia
County.

The drill showed nearly all par-
ties uniprepared to funciion in the
“vent of a nucicar arcident.

A newly created decision center,
set up in the State Office Buildine
in Portland, didn’t function well
Gov. Vic Atiyeh flew by helicopter
from Salem to Portland to be the
chief decision maker. Yet the state
“mergency Services Division con-
tinued to function in the Capitol in
Salem.

This dualism should be ended. It
appears that those wha viant to o5
tablish a decision cent<r in the Cani-
tol in Salem instead of Portland
have a paint,

Functional communications are
the key to making anv drill work,
and this area probabiv showed the
most significar;t weaknesses in the
entire plan.

Local law enforcament wgencies
were unable o eommunicate with
Oregon State Poiice. No one called
the Federal Aviation Adminisiration

although that agency would be re-

sponsible for clearing airspace if &
iume of radioactive gas was escap-
ng into the aimosphere. “Washing-
ton state officials responsibie for
evacuating residents from the Kaia-
m4 area — as the drili proposed —
said they lacked information from
Trojan piant personnel.

One beneficial suggestion is that
& data transmission system be
created. High-speed teleprinters
could tie the many public ana pri-
vate entities invelved in the nlan 1o
8 common transmission system
which would provide factual’infor-
mation for all to see and use. Which
way is the radioactive plume mov-
ing? Precisely what decision was
made an hour ago about evacua-
tion? The information would be on
the printer for all to see.

Portland General Electric, Tro-
jan's operator, is required to stage a
drill a year. This was the first in-
volving the operation of a “decision
center ' in which the governor made
decisions about evacualing resi-

jan was far from

dents. Consideration should be giv-
€n 1o a second drill this vear %e-
cause of all the problems encoun-
tered.

PGE has maintained a three-
mile evacuation pian but now this is
being stretched to 10 miles, which
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involves 60,000 residents instead of
a few hundred. That's like superim-
posing an eatirely new plan for
t\f‘ashmg!on and Oregon areas near
the plant,

bespire the talk about how val-
uable the driil proved to be because

perfect

of all the problems it revealed,
those involved in making evacua-
tion work should remember that
the drill showed loca! and ctare
agencies woefully unprepared to
manage moving people had last
week's exercise been the real thing.
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