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Who Is Poor?

ecently, we at CAO
pledged 1o eliminate poor
from our vocabulary. Katy,

one of our Board members, has
words of praise for the way we do
our work, but also gently nudges
us to advance our understanding
about the ways our choice of
words can be hurtful and stigma-
tizing. This is Katy’s story:

After being gone for a couple of
days to aitend a state Head Start
Assoctation meeting, I came home
to find my young son, Tommy, in
tears. I asked him what was wrong
and he said nothing. I pressed
him, and he finally said, “Billy
said he can’t play with me any-
more because we’re poor. Are we
poor, Mom?”

I responded by asking him, “Are
we poor because we don’t have a
home?” Tommy said no.

“Are we poor because we don’t
have enough food to eat?” Tommy
said no.

“Are we poor because you don’t
have decent clothes to wear to
school?” Tommy said no.

“Are we poor because we don’t
have enough love in our family?”
Tommy said no.

I called my family together for
a family meeting. I told my chil-
dren that poor is apparently a word
that some people use to describe
others who are living on low
incomes. I told the children that
they live on a low income, but that
they are not poor...in fact, they
have many riches. Together, the
Sfamily decided that “poor” is not a
word that will be allowed in our
home.
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oin us in a special celebration!

Community Action is somelimes

referred to as America’s best kept
secret. The National Association of
Community Action Agencies is hoping
to change that by declaring May 4-10
this year National Community Action
Week. CAO is one of nearly 1,000
Community Action Agencies (CAAs)
serving communities nationwide.
CAAs were established through federal
legislation in 1964 and have a proud
history of service. We continue to
thrive and have reason to celebrate!

Just ask:

e the elderly woman who finally feels
warm in her home since it was weath-
erized
* the single mother struggling to live
on a small, fixed income whose life
was made a little easier because of an
energy assistance pay-

ment

* the family who NA“ONAL
Baseline) or the

C%MUN“Y Family Shelter Home

turned to our shelter
alter a medical erisis
caused them to lose
their housing

e the four-year-old 1]
who will enter kinder- WEK
%-‘n‘mlb‘“ds

garten in the fall
ready to learn
because of his
experiences in
Head Start
These peo-
ple’s stories
provide proof

MAY 4-10

Community Action Works

of the theme of the week: Community
Action works!

While every CAA is different, we
share some very special characteris-
tics. All CAAs are dedicated to meet-
ing the needs of low income people.
We serve 98% of the nation’s cities
and counties and are a primary source
of support for more than 38 million
people living in poverty. Like CAOQ,
all Community Action Agencies have a
uniquely structured Board of Directors:
one-third are representatives of the low
income community, one-third are from
the private sector, and one-third are
publicly elected officials.

To celebrate National Community
Action Week, we are inviting the pub-
lic to tour two of our facilities. On
Wednesday, May 7 between 1 and 4
P.M., you are welcome to drop by our
new Multi-Service and
Child Development
Center (1001 SW

(210 SE 12th), both in
Hillsboro. Staff will
be available to give
you a tour, and light
refreshments will be
~  provided.
Come by and
\ see how
Community
Action works in
Washington
County!
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Cindy Hirst
Board Chair

e have just returned from a
visit to Washington DC where
we participated in the

National Community Action

Foundation (NCAF) 1997 Legislative
Conference, Community Solutions for
Better Government. While there,
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Mc—:ssage from the Poard (Chair
and [ xecutive Director

renewed their pledge to assure that
every child and family will have the
opportunities they need to live free of
poverty and every low-income elderly
and disabled person will live with dig-
nity and security.

Jerralynn Ness
Executive Director

philanthropist, this foundation was
established to assure that every low
income person had a fit and affordable
place to live. Mr. Rouse believed pas-
sionately that what ought to be, can be,
if we have the will to make it so, and
that we share together the deep

we had the opportunity to visit our
congressional offices and the
President of The Enterprise
Foundation. We left very inspired
and with a strong sense of hope.
At the NCAF conference,
Republican and Democratic repre-
sentatives from Congress spoke to

Republican and Democratic representatives
from Congress. ..renewed their pledge to assure

that every child and family will have the

opportunities they need to live free of poverty
and every low-income elderly and disabled

person will live with dignity and security.

commitment to help lift the poor
from poverty to the good life.
Thank you, Jim Rouse, for leaving
us such an inspiring legacy.

We came back strengthened in
our belief that people fundamen-
tally care about each other and
want to contribute to building

us about their deep-felt belief that
as a nation we will never truly move
forward if we leave our less advantaged
“neighbors behind. They praised the
work of Community Action, strengthen-
ing communities around the country,
often family by family. They also

Our visit to The Enterprise
Foundation was a moving reminder of
the power of private and public part-
nerships. Guided by the enlightened
vision and leadership of the late James
W. Rouse, corporate giant and noted

healthy, inclusive communities.
We look forward, with pride, to cele-
brating our first annual Community
Action Week: Community Action
Works!, May 4th through the 10th. We
sincerely hope that you will join us and
continue to support the work we do.

Elizabeth Furse toured our CAQ facilities in February. i . hank you teter

to Jerralynn Ness, Cindy Hirst and the CAO staff she wrote, “I am inspired by your patience, commitment, and persistence
in helping others! You should be so proud of your accomplishments! I was...very interested to learn about some of the diffi-
culties CAO faces in providing services to people in need. I will keep you updated on the Washington County Housing
Summit I want to put together sometime in the spring....I look forward to working with you both in the future!”

Community Connections is the quarterly
newsletter of Community Action
Organization, 1001 SW Baseline St.,
Hillshoro, OR 97123, and is published by
the Development Office and Yvette Dyer.

volunteer.
Community Action Organization is a
privite, non-profit eorporation proyiding
a wide variely of services to the needy in

Washington County. Oregon.

For further information:
Administration: 648-6646
Client Services Department:
Hillshoro 648-0829
Tigard 639-0495
(Neighhorshare)

Elizabeth is pictured here with her staffer, Shelley Romero, and CAO staff.
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cial person who believed in
us, encouraged and support-
ed us when it really made a
difference. For some that
may be a mother or father,
and for others it may be a
grandparent or teacher.

Who was that special person
in your life?

This year, Community
Action is offering a way for
you to honor that person and
at the same time pave the
way for someone in need in
our local community. We

have a brick pathway in front of our

Multi-Service Center in Hillsboro and
for a $50.00 donation we will inscribe
your personal message to the individ-

ach one of us probably has one
special person who paved the

way for us in our lives—that spe-

“We bought bricks for
Samily members all
over the country, then
invited them to come
visit us and see the
bricks. It meant much
more to them than
another sweater or
floral arrangement
would have. It bene-
fited our community
more than another
sale rung up at the
mall.” (This family
bought 14 bricks.)

will send a card to that person letting
them know that a brick was purchased
in their honor. If the person you are

honoring has passed away, we
will send a card to a family
member informing them of
this special tribute. Cards
can be sent for a Mother’s or
Father’s Day gift or on
Memorial Day to honor that
special person in your life.
The bricks will literally pave
the way for over 100 Head
Start children who come into
our center in Hillsboro every-
day. The money raised from
the brick sales will be used to
benefit the work of Commun-

ity Action in Washington County. To
honor someone special in your life and
help those in need, just fill out the
form below and return in the enclosed

ual you wish to honor. In addition, we  envelope.

YES, | want to honor someone and help Pave the Way for others—
Name Phone ( )
Address City State Zip
Method of payment:

Check enclosed [_] MasterCard [_] Visa [_]
Name as it appears on card:
Card # Expiration date
I would like to purchase brick(s) at $50.00 each Total
Inscription on brick(s) - (up to 3 lines, 17 characters per line)
itLionor of , please send a card to:
Name
Address City State Zip

—5—
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Community Action Organization Donors / December 12, 1996—March 13, 1997,

Sharon & Clark Allworth

Bruce & Denise Anderson

Erica & J.R. Arendt

Burton & Rose Avery

A. G. & Virginia Ayers

Bonnie Bailey

Bank of America

Josephm& Sharon Barthmaier

Dorothy Bartlett

Richard & Jean Bates

Bazaar Boosters of Christ
The King Lutheran

Beaverton Grange #324

Beaverton School District /
Highland Park Middle School

Beaverton West Slope Republican
Women

Winnie & Jack Beu

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Oregon

Alan & Nancy Bonebrake

Walter & Lilyan Bong

Wilma & Norman Brandvold

Bretthauer Oil Company

Carol Hilborn & Wayne Bridges

Bernie & Mary Brown

Sarah & Roderick Bunnell

Eric L. & Joyce Burbano

Calvin Presbyterian Church

Barbara Chipps

Kathy & Don Christy

Carol Clark-Driskill & Daniel
Driskill

Bob & Ursula Cogan

Columbia Trailer Co., Inc.

Computer Wizards

Norma & Elburn Cooper

Cornelius United Methodist
Church

Margery F. Crist

Damerow Beaverton Ford

Patricia Daniel

Ray & Phyllis Davis

Bonnie & Harold Deneke

Margaret & D.G. Deveraux

Phillip & Barbara Dickey

Darlene G. Drake

Merridawn Duckler

Jack Duey

Patrick & Gail Duffy

Margaret & James Eickmann

Vernon M. & Rogene Field

First Christian Church

Steven & Barbara Flitcroft

G.T.E. Northwest, Inc.

Darlene & Richard Galster

Geller & Associates, Inc.

Richard & Rosalia Ginsburg

Dale & Friedel Goodrick

Susan & Richard Graves

Sandy Gunderson

Suzanne & Ed Guzman

Robert & Merrily Haas

Hillsboro United Methodist
Church

Linda Huddle

Burton & Margaret Huggett

Leigh & Dorothy Hunt

Ben Inscore, Jr.

Intel Corporation

Verlie & William Johnston

James Kimball

Anne & John Kingery

J.R. & Kay Kirkbride

Lawrence & Lynn Krupa

Ae & Byung Kwon

Anne Laemerman

Irvin & Evelynn Lamon

Alice Lewis

Myrna Maihler

Main Resources Services, Inc. /
Cindy & Herb Hirst

Karen & Leonard Maslanka

Marion E. May

W. J. & M. Mc Dowall

Linda L. Mehling

Robert & Violet Metzler

Steven & Dawn Middleton

Milestone Investment Corporation

Harold & Doris Ness

Jerralynn Ness & Bernie Thurber

Bruce & Esther Nichols

Northwest Building
Maintenance Co.

Stephanie Oliver

Eileen Ordway

Oregon Community Foundation

Gerald & Judy Parmenter

Rick Patrick

Nancy Lynn & David Pearson

Mary Anne Peterson

Paula Kosmalski Price & Vince
Price

Providence Health System

Mae Reeves

Patrick J.& Karen Reilly

Ruppert & Cheryl Reinstadler

Maxine K. Rhodes

Clarence & Thelma Rice

Mary Rogers

Alan Roth

Saint Vincent De Paul

St. Anthonys Church

Sharon & Raymond Scesa
Paula Scoville

Donald & Elaine Shreve
Homer & Nancy Speer
Richard & Doreen Stenson
Constance Stevens

Bill & Flora Sundberg

Joan Swennes

The Bookin Group

The Interwest Group

Ora Faye & Arnold Thogerson
Evelyn M. Thompson

Mary & James Thompson
Kathy Thurman

Curtis & Julia Tigard

Tigard United Methodist Church
Gerald & Barbara Toy

David & Pamelia Trask
Margaret Turner

United Way Of King County
United Way of the Columbia
Joseph Van EE & Susan Bliss
Kayla Victor

Visitation Altar Society
Marjorie Vuylsteke

J. P. & Mary Wieber

Russell & Pamela Wilkinson
Susan Williams

Windermere Foundation

Carren Woods
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