EXTENSION OF REMARKS
BY THE HONORABLE HENRY A. WAXMAN
IN THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
June 21, 1982

Mr. Speaker, the recent criticism of Israel's actions brought
to mind a speech made last year by my distinguished colleague from
Oregon, Rep. Les AuCoin. He Pinpoints most sucecintly the kind of
thinking which causes some members of this Administration to regard
Israel as a obstruction to peace with "moderate" Arab states.

Mr. Speaker, as the gentleman for Oregon points out, Israel
is an island of stability surrounded by precarious and capricious

enemies. Let us, for a moment, appreciate the benefits of our

friendship with Israel as we consider Mr. AuCoin's remarks.
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In George Orwell's book, 1984, the people were duped by
something called "doublethink.”

Tt was best reflected by the slogan: "War is peace, freedom
is slavery, ignorance is strength."

Orwell happened to write that a year after the State of
Israel was founded. Today, in the 33rd year of Israel's life, the
author could take stock of a new phenomenon in American thinking and
add one final line to that slogan. The line would be: "Your
adversary is your friend."

T know of no other way to describe the revisionist
thinking--that may be on the upswing in America--with regard to who
our frignds actually are in the Middle East.

Specifically, it's becoming very fashionable just now to
think of Saudi Arabia as our "friend." In the media, you can find

increasing references to the Saudis as one of the "moderate" Arab

states.

And in Europe, if vou were to make a judgment based on the
statements of those lionhearted, courageous allies, you would
believe that Saudi Arabia is almost more of a force for peace than
Israel.

This thinking has gone so far that the Administration sold
the Saudts new, offensive arms in the theory that this will buy

their loyalty and support and will protect them from their enemies.



Hgll, my friends, I'm not intecrosted in theory. Tonignt,
this 13 going to be a conversation about reality.
a AMQrioa has a dependable friend in the Middle East and that
friend 43 Israsl -- not Saud!l Arabia.
©* You tell me. What friend would raise the price of oil 1000
peracent in the last eight years? What friend would trigeer a savage
rate of inflation in thislcountry? .What friend would bring the
Third Horld'io the-briﬁk of bankruptcy? What friend would endanger
the Amorioan banklng uyatem by coeraoing billions of dollars in
queationable loana to underdevoloped countries who are being
flatten?d by ‘those same oil prices? .
. Moderation? I; it moderate to state that the solution to'the
Mideast orisis 13 a "holy war" leading to the extinction of Israel
and her armies and her peopla?

I think not.

Nor is there truth in the notion that the Saudis ape
moderatea on OPEC o4l pricing. I concede that the Saudis have
resisted certain price hikes advocated by the Libya's and Iraq's of
the world. But if any American thinks that that's doing us a favor,

they're vory, very wrong indead.

The Saudis' real motives were stated in what had to be an

unguarded moment by Shick Yamani himself. It was in January and it .

was at the University of Petroleum and Minerals in Saudl Arabia.
And it blew the cover off Saudi Arabla's intentions. Yamani{ said

the followlng:
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"fr‘we force Western countries to invest heavily in finding
aiternative sources of energy, they will. This would take no
'éore than seven to ten years and would result in reducing
dependence on oil as a source of énergy to a point where it

MWill jJeopardize Saudi Arabia's; interests."

There you have it. Instead of drowning us under a bucket of
water, the:-Saudis prefer Chinese water torture instead -= banking
that a more systematic approach will bleed us more completely in the
long run and that Amerioa uill be too much of a sleepwalker to react
erreotively. 4

{hat's the "friend" who now asks us for some of the most
aophiaéicated weapons on the face of the earth - weapons that would
be a sure threat to Israel and, just as importantly, to the security
interests of the United States.

Let me lay it on the line.

I passionately oppose this arms sale. I will use every ounce
of influence I have as a member of the Appropriations Committee to
head it off, and I'm prepared to see this fight through to the end.

No diacussion of Israel can be made without focusing on this
life or death issue.

So let's look at the weapons the Saudis have asked for and
which the Administration has agreed to sgell.

First, we're looking at extra equipment for the F-15 righfer
aircraft the U.S sold Saudi Arabia in 1978, But this isn't Just any

kind of extra equipment -~ this equipment transforms these aircraft
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into deadly offensive weapons.

I'm talking here about sophisticated "Sidewinder" air-to-air

.ﬁissileq installed on those F-15's -- missiles that are more
aocuraée and deadly than most of the missiles deployed in the Middle
East. I'm diEo talking about special fuel packs which, when mounted
on the F-15, ‘increase its range from 450 miles to 1,000 miles.
Jersusalem i3 860 miles from the capital of Saudi Arabla; Tel Aviv
is 900, |

Finally, theres is the AWAC. This is an incredibly

sophistioated airplane Jammed full of the most advanced computers,

data- prooeasing maohinea and communications equipment.

~

AHACS Qgg be used for defensive purposes -- for the early

detection of an enemy attack. But 1t‘1§ also more than that. It is

a flying command post with devastating offensive potential ~=-

especlially when it i3 used to direct aircraft such as the F-15,
It's computer can track 400 planes at one time and flash that

information to various airborne and ground stations. It can pick up

4

the movement of any object moving at more than 80 miles an hour fdgilitn
within a 250-mile radius. It can even detect automobiles moving on Al
highways at those speeds.

Thus, it could pick up Israell jets and direct F-15

long-range alr atrikes against them -- before those Jets had even

left the runway. Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger agreed’ that

AWACS flying inside Saudi borders would be able to see nearly every

Israelil aircraft as it rose from its base, track the planes, and

radio that information to Syria or other adversaries of Israel.
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On top or that, an Arab aurprise attaok. in ooordinrtion with
Syria, Jordan and Iraq, will be possible if AWACS are deployed to |
cover all or Iarael'a airspace.
| Now I-aaid that this was going to be a conversation about
reality. ‘The facts are these: Saudi Arabia has been unable to say
"no" tolitq_k}ab hnrdfl;ne neighdbors in their boycott of the Camp
David traﬁewé;k for poace nogotlations....they have been unable to

roaiat the ‘econonic boyoott inrlioted on Egypt after Proaident Sadat

moved rorwnrd ror peaoe.

~

Now you tell me; does anyone here believe that the raid on
Entebbe could have been done 1f the Saudis had had AWACS monitoring
those Israell rescue planes? And what about the Yom Kippur War 1in
19737 There were over 2,500 Israelis killed and 7,500 wounded in a
war Israel almoat lost.

Who, horo, i3 confident Iaracl would have been able to
finally pull it out 1f AWACS and retrofitted F~153 had been used in
a coordinated Arab attack as Israell forces, stretched thin across a
broad eastern border, tried to defend against pinpoint strikes by
heavily armod, long-range F-1%3?

This sale does not increase the chance for peace. This sale
Jeopardizes tho peaca.

Anq it violates the commitment made to the Congress, the

Amerioan publio, and the people of lsrael, and the world that the
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up with extra equipment of this kind. It was then and only then
that the sale was '‘approved -- and only by a margin of U44-54,

But to add insult to injury, our government has falled to win
B |

a sihgle concession from the ‘Saudis in return for this largesse..
Tpia-oan only”ﬁean that‘we hope the sale will bribe the Saudis into
good behavior -- or it means we are ,trying to avoid a confrontation-
with a government that has made it clear ti will be displcased if
Amcrica disappoints it.

Aatéofthe'idea of buying good behavior, that's what the
Carter Administration thought 1b was doing in 1978 with the original
F- 15 Sale -= but 1t didn t preveht the price of o1l from rising from
$12. 70 a barrel to 1ts present leval of $32 a barrel. And with
reapeqt"to the second possible U.S. objective, oonserv;tive
columnist George Will -- 2 personal firend of President Reagan --
said this: "There i3 a name for yielding without reciprocation to

the demands of another nation in order to avoid a oonfrontation:

such behavior 13 called appeasement."”
]

But the most important thing here is that this sale not only

Jeopardizes Israel, it i3 not in the strategic interest of the

United States.

~Israel 1s America's one strategic ally in the Middle East and
unlike Saudi Arabia sho cannot afford this increase in the arms
race. Israel has an average tax rate of 50 percent of personal
income and it spends 30 percent of its gross national product on
defensae. In the United States it's 5 percent. “Inflation in Israel

has reached 133 peroent.

But this sale also works against America because the
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technology ooﬁld ultimately t%ﬁl into the hands of radical or even
bro-Soviét elements.. I say this because the Saudi Arablan regime {s
‘‘not stable, is not aseoure, and thﬁre is no guarantee that we would
know;wh;t would happen to Qhat equipment if the government were
overthrown 23 .the Shah's gover?ment was in Iran.
| =000 - .
My friénds, it's worth remembering on this ﬁight thft Israel
has not aaked,ﬁmerica onge to seﬁd a single American soldlér to
fight its wars. kB It asks only to be given a chance, its own chance.
Hith our rriendship and- understanding, Israel can cope =~ as
it haa shown repeatedly - with the most frightening adversity. But
what 1t mgx not bo able to survive is an upaurge of revisionist

thinking which begins to hint that Israel may not be so important

after all -- at least not as important as oil or other resources or

¢

interests.

So at this critical time, it's your duty and mine to show why
Israel is our friend and why the future of Israel is the future of
America and the western democracies in the Middle East. 1It's oup

cessary.

duty to explain why Israel is n
This small state was born out of the devastation of World War
II, a home for homeless Jews, the culmination of an ideal and the
realization of an ideg that only in a Jewish state can Jews be
forever free of persecution.
It remains the 1&631 for Jews everywhere. It remains a goal

for Jews in Isracl working to fulfill the destiny of the Jewish
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state, of Amerioan Jews who support the cause, of thousands of
ég!;gl Jews unable to leave the Soviet Union and bearing the daily
" peraeocution Ar the state.

' ‘This in Ligglg is reason enough for Israel to exist. But
those who rﬁght the existence of Israel and would undermine American
aubporp.need.other "political® reasons. Jo let me offer a few.

Iaruol.ia a genuine democraay, the only ono-in the Middle
East and one of less than. 40 in the world. And unlike Egypt, Israel
has established institutions. So that even with the fall of a

governmént. we ocan oount on those insti}ug}gnq for continuity.
rsTaeT- 3 opeEm alighdent with the West reflects a permanenet

and unconditional .orientation.

Israel i3 a strateglo a3set -- the one power in the Middle
East capable of 3upporting an American reapénae to any rapfﬂ growth
of Soviet naval power in the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean.
Indeed, 'i{f you removed Israel from the Middle East, the reglon would
be more dangerous than it is today and the United States would have
less leverage, less security, and less influence on the oil
resources of that region.

But as true as those points are, for anyone who has studied
the Middle East and 1its history, such Justifications seem craven.

Because they miss the celebration of the human spirit that
Israel represents for Jew and non-Jew alikeﬁ

Tiny‘Iarael, a nation made up of a people who were the ﬁost

persecuted in history who neverthalesas grant to others the political
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and religious freedoms they, themselves, have so often been denied.

Tiny Israel, home of democractic institutions that have never

'.bééh suspended -~ even though it has been on a war footing since

1948, - S

Somebimea....it'a‘easy for us to beleive after all these
years that Israel will always be. The Crusaders felt that way and .
they were in the Middle East for 200 years. Israel is on in its
33rd year. | |

But Israel will'éurvive as long as it keepa its

ncompromiaing principles. The real question in our generation is
uheth«r Iarael'a friends 1; the - world. and that means you and me,
also think of - prinoiple as aomething that cannot be compromised.

.And this reminds me of something else in George Orwell's
book. It's a quote from one of the apologists for that procesas
called "doublethink."

"What are the atars?" he said. "They're bits of fire a few
kilometers away. We could reach them if we wanted to -~ or, we
could bfot them out. The earth is the center of the universe. The
sun and the stars go around it:

"For certain purposes, of course, that is not true. When we
navigate the ocean, or when we predict an eclipse, we often find it

convenient to assume the earth goes round the sun...and that the

stars are millions of kilometers away.

"But what of 1t? Do you suppose it is beyond us to produce a

dual system of astronomy? The stars can be pear or distant,

according as we need them. Do you suppose our mathematicians are

-~

unequal to that? Have you forgotten doublethink?"
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| Ho 3ather tonight to make sure that the human mind will never

bo allowed to find it "oonvenient" to warp the truth of Israel or to

'ﬂ adopt a. dual system of g;;gg;g_g in deciding the fate of this ideal,
this uisp or hope, that we . oall Israel.
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