LES AuCQIN

JoT DhigTRwcT, OREGON

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

August 14, 1980

Dear Colleague:

On August 18, the House will consider on its suspension calendsr, H.R. T2687, a
hill i introduced to re-establish a reservation for the Confederated Tribes of
Qitatz in northwest Oregon. ! am writing to urge your support.

This bil! could have been controversial, bul it is not. Instead, it onjoys
widespread support in Oregon. and tuces no fundamental opposition anywhere.
The reason: It culminates five years of eareful — at times, painful —
negotiation and compremise by ail narties concerned,

Bacause of legislation which I authored snd Congress enacted inlo law in 1977
the process toward re-establishing a reservation for the Silets people has been
orderly, constructive and participatory. The process aiso has been suceessiul,
Not only have short-term Issues been resolved, sc have long-term issues,
including the question of superior nunting and fishing rights and  the

mansgement of fish and wildlife resources.
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This bill granls no special rights. it merely rights a past wrong. Thal wrong
was termination of a smail tribe whose people were ili-prepared {0 desl with the
society inte whieh they suddeniy found themselves thrust.

Duc to their own determination, they rebuilt their tribe and resurrected their
identity. Congress, in acting in 1977, only recognized whit was already Tact.
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The action proposed in H.R. 7267 speaks to the {ingl tool
hands of a tribe that asks only for a chanee to help its if, no
privilege. That tool Is & small reservation that will serve as an
for the Siletz people — 3630 acres of timberland to manage on 8 sustained yicid
hasis. The reservation also embodies lands saered to the Sitetz. These lands
will be piaced in trust for use by the Siletz by effecting 2 transfer from other
foderai lands. No costs will be ineurred by the Federa! gevernment to ptirchase
tand. Renelits will acerue to the Siletz and, both directly and indirectly, to the
non-Indian communities surrounding the veservsation.
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H.R. 7267 completes a task — the first tasi | undertaok upon coming to the
Congress. [t represents a thoughtful approach, a problem-solving approach o
diffieult issues. It reaffirms that difficult issues ean De gettled through
compromisa.

H.R. 7287 deserves vour support, and I hope it will have it.

With best regards,
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AMember of Congress

LR

231 CANNON HOUSE GIFFIGE BUILDING, WASHINGTON. D.C. 205158 €20Z) 225-0653
1718 FEDERAL BUILOING, 1220 SW THIRD, FORTLAND, CREGON $726G4 (S03) 221-28C 1. OREGON TOLL FREE LiINE $-B00-452-1520



