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SUBJECT: CRLGON GOVERNOR ATIVEH HARCH 28 COMVERSATION
= WITH SYRIAN FOREIGH MINISTER

1. (C-EMTIRE TEXT)

2. SUMMARY: OREGON GOVERMOR ATIYEH'S S@-MINUTE DIS-
CUSSION 0ii MARCH 23 WITH SYRIAN FOREIGN NINISTER FARUQ
SHAR® DEALT MOSTLY WITH LEBANON. THE NINISTER SAID THAT
ALTHOUGH THE LAUSANNE CONFEREICE HAD 1OT SUCCEEDED, SYRIA
WAS NOT PESSIMISTIC, BECAUSE TiiI5 LOUGSTANDING FROELEN
WILL TAKE TIME TO RESOLVE, AND THE PRTIES AT LAUSANNE
SEEMED HORE THAN EVER TO RFALIZE THE HEED FOR RECONCILIA-
TION. HE PRAISED PRESIGEN! GENMAYEL FOR HAVING ACTED S

A FAIR CHAIKMAN AT LAUSARNE, AUD SAID 1T WAS IHFORTANT
THAT THE LEDANESE EXTREMISTS, WHO WERE REGPONCIBLE FOR
THEIR COUNTRY®S FROBLLMS, NOW AFPEARED TO BE ISOLATED.
SHAR’ SAID FRESIDENT ASGED IS DETERMINED TO HELP THE
LEBANESE ACHIEVE THEIR SOVEREIGNTY RUD UNITY. HE
ENVISIONS THE SEQUENCE OF A SLiTLEMENT AS: ACREEMENT
AMONG THE LEBANSE ON PRINCIFLES FOR REFORM, THEN

ESTABL ISHIENT OF A GOVERHMENT OF NATIONAL UNITY WHICH WILL
WORK FOR REFORMS AUD ALSO WORK “WITH THE INTERMATICHAL
COMMUNITY® TO ACHIEVE UNCONDITIOHAL ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL;
AND FINALLY THE GOL WILL AGh SYRIA TO WITHDRAW AND IT
WILL DO SO. SHAR’ REPEATED THE FANILIAR SYRIAN LiUE THAT
THE US GAVE ISRAEL A GREEN LIGHT 4N THE 1982 IMVASION OF
LEBANON AND THEN "RENEGED® OM A CEASEFIRE COMMITMENT ({THE
CHARGE REBUTTED THIS). SHAR' SAID 5YRIA DOES SEL A VITAL
ROLE FOR THE U.S. IN THE MIDLG3T GENERALLY (G1THOUT THE
US THERE CAIl BE NO PEACE) GUT THE U.5. SHOULD PROVL BY
ITS ACTIONS THAT IT IS UNBIASEO. CORMENT BY ZEPTEL. END
SUMMARY., o
3. ON HARCH 28, OREGON GOVERNOR VICTOR ATIYEH hET FOR

88 MIHUTES WITh SYRIAN FGRLIGH MINISTER FARUD AL-SHAR®
GOVERMOR WAS ACCOMPAMIED BY CH=RGE, AND FOUR NMENEERS

OF KIS PARTY, INCLUDING HI5 PRESS AIDE,A BUSINESCHA!N OF
SYRLAN ORIGIN, Al THO JOURNALIGTS (CHANNEL & TV DEVS
AHCHORNAN HICHAEL DOMANUE, AlD OREGORIAN NEWSPWPER STAFF
REPORTER ALAN OTA). MINISTEK A3 AUCCNPAMIEG RY DIRECTOR
OF AMERICAN AFFAIRS DR. Srifl GLAIEL, AMD HOIE TihéR

4. THE HIHISTER WELCOKED GOVERNOR ATIYEW WITH PARGICULAR
REFERENCE 10 THE FACY THAT ATIYEH'S PARENTS Cahv FRO
SYRIA. GOVESNOR ATIYEW CONURATULATED THE tIMISTER OK

HIS RECENT APPOINTHENT TO HIS FOSITION AHD SAID HE WAS
LOOKING FORWARD TO H15 FIRST TOUR OF SYRIA IN 55 YEARS
AND A VISIT TO HIS ANCESTRAL VILLAGE

ICLCUltAM

5. GOVERNOR ATIYEH INITIATED THE SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSION
BY ASKING THE Mil!ZI1ER WNAT SYRIA EXPECTED TO HAPPEN

IN THE LEBAKEZE SITUATION FOLLOWING THE LAUSANNE CONFERENCE
SHAR® RESPONDED EY SAYING THAT ALTHOUGH THE LAUSAHNE
COMFERENCE HeD NOT SUCCEEDED, SYRIA WAS NOT PESSIMISTIC
ABOUT THE LEBALESE SITUATION BECAUSE SYRIA HAD HO
ILLUSIONS THAT A CONFLICT OF SUCH LONG STANDING DURATION
COULD BE SOLVED “IN EIGHT DAYS". SHAR’ SAID SYRIA WAS
CONFIDENT THxT THE LEBANESE WOULD COME UP WITH A SOLUTION
BECAUSE THEY RECOGHIZED HOW MORE THAN EVER BEFORE THAT

IF THE FIGHTING CONTINUES EVERYONE WILL LOSE.

6. SHAR' SAID THE HEED FOR RECOHCILFATION WAS VERY
OBVIOUS AT LAUSRNIE, &S WAS THE FACT THAT THE LEBANESE
PARTIES ARE SERIOQUS AEQUT MAKING PROGRESS ON IT. SHAR'
SAID SYRJA WOULD CONTINUE TO DO T3 UTHOST TO EXERT
INFLUENCE ON ALL SIDES TO ACCOMPLISH A CCHMPRCHMISE
SOLUTIOH ACCEPIABLE TO EVERYOHNE

7. SHAR’ THEN EXPANDED AT SOHE LENGTH Ol HIS REMARKS
ABOUT THE LONG-STAIDIHNG NATURE OF THE CONFLICT. HE SAID
THE PROBLEM WAS LOT CNE BETWEEM ALL CHRISTIAHS ON ONE SIDE
AND ALL MUSLIHS ON ANOTHER, DUT RATHER WAS CAUSED BY
EXTREMISTS Ot BOTH SIDES, AGGRAVATED BY ISRAEL!

ANBITIONS 1N LEGANGH WHECH HE SAID WENT BACK TO THE

EARLY 1850°S AND TilE DAYS OF SHARETT AND BEN-GURION

SHAR’ REFERRED 10 THE ISRAEL! INCURCION OF 1878, REPEATED
ISRAELY AIR RAILS IHTO LFBANON, AND [NCREASED I1SRACLI
PRESSURE ON THE LEERHLCE SINCE 1976 “UNDER THE PRETEXT

OF SECURING THEIR NORTHERN BORDERS." SHAR' SAID

ISRAELT USED THIS EXGUSE (N JUHE 1922, AND IT WAS JUST

A PRETEXT FOR INVASIOM BECAUSE THERE HAD BCEN HO
VIOLATIONS OF THE CEACEFIRE OH THE LEEAUESE-1SRAEL!
BORDER FOR A YEAR PRIOR TD THAY BCCAUSE OF THE CEASEFIRE
ARRANGED BY ANDASSADOR HABIB. THE ISRAELIS, SAID

CONFIDENT 1AL
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.
SHAR’, ENTERED LEBAMON IN JUNE 1932 TO DRIVE THE PALESTIN-
IANS OUT OF SOUTH LEBAHON, BUT THEN THEY DID MOT ACCEPT
A CEWGEFIRE, EVEN AFTER THEY HuD ACHIEVED THIS GOAL
SHAR’ SAtD THAT THROUGH AMBACSADOR HABIB SYRIA ACCEPTED
A CEASEFIRE PROPGSAL BECAUSL SrRIA WISHED TO AVOIL A& MAJOR
WAR WITH tT5 FORCES IN THE BIOA'., BUT THE CEASEFIRE THAT
SYRIA ACREED TO, WHICH WAS BASED OH THE CONDITICN TRAT
ISRAEL WITHDRAW TO THE LEEBw/ESE BORDER, AND WAS BACKLD
BY A IIESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT REAGAN THAT THE U.S. MaS
READY FOR 4 CEASEFIRE AMD I3RACLY WITHDRAWAL WAS REJECTED
BY ISRAEL.

8. SUMNING UP, SHAR' SAID THERE WERE FIVE ASPECTS TO THE
LEBAHESE PROBLEM. ONE, [SRAEL - WENT BEYOND 115 OWN
ORIGINAL GOALS [N ENTERING LEBANON; TWO, ISREL REJECTED
A CEASEFIRE PROPOSED THROUGH THE U.S.; THREE, THE U.S.
REHEGED On ITC COMHUITMENT FOR THIS CEASEFIRE (GHAR® IS
HERE REFESRING TO THE JUNE 10, 1932 HABIB-ASSAD
DISCUSSICNZ) . FOUR, THE LECANCSE HCVER FOUGHT AGAINST
THE ISRAELIS OR VIOLATED THE 1343 TRUCE AGREENENT; AND
FIVE, THD NAY 17, 1983 AGREENMEHT WAS SIGNED BY LEBANOU
AFTER THE U.S. AND ISRAEL COLUMBORATED TO IMPOSE T ON
THE LECANESE. ON THE LAST POINT SHAR' SAID THAT
PRESIDENT GEMAYEL HIMSELF HAD TOLD SYRIA HE WOULD HOT
HAVE SIGHNED THE AGREEMENT IF {T HAD HCT BEEM FOR THE
PRESENCE OF ISRAELY TANKS M LEBANOH BECAUSE IT VIOLATED
LEBANMON'S SOVEREIGHTY, ANG CLEARLY THERE WAS GREAT
0PPOSITICH TO THE AGREEMENT BY THE LEBANESE

9. GOVERHOR ATIYEH RETURIED TO THE LEBAHESE INTERMAL
QUESYICH EY ACKYNG HOW R RINORITY GROUP LIKE THE
PHALANGISTS COULD HOLD UP THE EMTIRE RECOHCI LATIGH
PROCESS A3 THEY SCEMED TO HAVE DONE, NOTING THAT IH

THE UNITED STATES WE DID KOT ELLCYW A MINCRITY TO TilWaRT"
THE WILL CF THE MAJORITY. CHAR® RESPOMDED Br SAYIHG THAT
EVEH WHENL ALMOST EVERYCHE AUREES OW AR CEASEFIRE, TEHM
PEOPLE ARE ENCUGH TO BREAK IT. HE ADDED THAT IF A
EXTRENIST DECLARATION IS NaDE, (T 4S DIFFICULT FOR MORL
MODERATE MENBERS OF THA1 SAME COMIMINITY 10 REJECY IT
BECAUSE THEY WILL BE CAST IH THE ROLE OF OPFOLENIS TO
THE INTERLSTS OF THEIR CONNUNITY, A PROCESS WHICH HAS
BEEN REFEATED CFYEN IN LEBAICH,

10.  RETURDING TO THE LAUSKMNE COMFERENCE, CH#R' SAID THAT
MORE TIAN EVER BEFORE, THERE Wn3 A COHMON CCHUERI AMONG
THE PARTICIPAHTS TO PUT AM END TO THE CIVIL WAk,

AD THE PARTICIFAATS M2DE i CLEAR EFFORT TO DRAW A L INE
BETWEEN THEMSELVES AND THE LATREMISTS IN LEBANCH

SHAR' SAID THAT fH ALL FAIRNESS {7 HUST CE ACKNOYLEDGED
THAT PRESIDENT GEMAYEL HAS MOW TAKEN A POSITION AS A

TELEGRAN

GENUIME PRES!IDENT OF LEBANON AND WAS AT LAUSANNE BEHAVING
IN & FAIR MAMNER AS CONFERENCE CHAIRNAN.  SHAR' SAID

THIS WAS A NEW DEVELOPMENT “AND VERY MUCH AFPRECIATED."

HE SAID THIS POSTURE BY GEHAYEL HAD AENOYED THE EXTREMISTS
IN HIS OWN CAMP, BUY HE WAS CAREFUL NOT TO LISTEN TO

THE OPPOSITION WITHIH H1S OWN PHRTY. SHAR® SAID THAT
SYRIA DID MOT UNDERESTIMATE THE JNFLUENCE OF EXTREMISTS

IN THE LEBANESE StTUATION, BUT FOR THE FIRST THME N
LAUSANNE TREY WERE [SOLATED AND THIS WAS A VERY [MPORTANT
FACT.

$1. CONTIHUING, SHAR' SAID IT WAS OBVIOUS THAT THE
ISRAELIS WERE NOT IMTERESTED (N SEEING LEBANON AS A
SOVEREIGN, UNMITED AND INDEPENDENT COUNTRY, AHND EVEM
SOME OF THOSE WHO HAVE BUILT THEIR IIOPES ON COLLABCRATICH
WITH ISRAEL HAYE EEEN OISAPPOINIED TO SEE THAT. GHAR’
SAID THE MAJORITY OF CHRISTIANS ARE nWARE THAT THE
INTERESTS OF LEDAKON ARE IW CONTRMDICT!OW WITH THE
INTERESTS OF ISRAEL 1t LEBAMON, AND THEY HAVF ALZO
“DISCOVERED" THAT LEBMNESE ANMD SYRIAN INTERESTS ARE NOT
IN CONTRADICTION BECAUSE SYRIA WaANTS THE LEBAHESE TO
LIVE IN PEACE WITHOUT PRESSUKE OR MILITARY PRESEHCE OF
FOREIGNERS, BY WHICH HE SAID HE HEANS NON-ARAES.

12.  SHAR' DECLARED THAT PRESIDENT ASSAD 1S TODAY NORE
THAN EVER DEVERNINED TO HELP THE LLLANESE ACHIEVE
THEIR SOVEREIGNTY AND UNITY. HE SAID THAT WHEN THE
LEBANESE AGREE ON PRIMCIPLES FOR KEFOFM WHICH ARE NLCESSARY
TO END THIS ROUND OF THE CIVIL WAR, A BROAD HATIOHAL
GOVERNMENT WILL BE CCTABLIZHED GY TIE LEBANESE TO M-
PLEMENT THESE FRINGIFLES. THE UAIH GCAL OF THE GhU WiLL
BE (A) TO ACMIEVE CONPLETE (SRAELI WITHCRAWAL FROM
LEBANON, ANU (B) TO WORK FOR IHTERNAL REFORMS. SHAR'
SAID SYRIA EXFECTS THAT WHEN ISRAEL (S OUT OF LEBAION
THE LEBANESE GOVERNHENT WILL DISCUSS THE SITUATION WiTH

CONFIDENTIAL
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WHAT HE MEANT WAS THAT A~ TREATY" SHOULD NOT Bf MADE
AT GUNPOINT. DURING THAT SAME VISIT TO DAMASCUS,

SHAR’ SAID THAT THE SECRETARY WAS TOLD BY PRESIDENT
ASSAD THAT THE AGREEMENT VIOLATED LEBANESE SOVEREIGNTY
AND WAS REJECTED BY THE HAJORITY OF THE LEBANESE, TO
WHICH THE SECRETARY HAD RESPONDED THAT MOST OF THE
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SYRIA, AND IF THE LEBANESE ASK SYRIA TO LEAVE, SYRIAR
WILL NOT HESITATE TO LEAVE BECAUSE THE SITUATION WILL
BE SECURE AND ISRAEL WILL NOT BE_ABLE TO USE LEBANON
AS A BASE TO ATTACK SYRIA.

13. GOVERNOR ATIYEW ASKED ABOUT THE SEQUENCE OF THE
VARIOUS EVENTS WHICH SHAR® HAD JUST DESCRIBED AND WHETHER
IT WAS POSSIBLE TO DO ANYTHING BEFORE {SRAEL WITHDREW
SHAR’ SAID THAT THERE COULD BE SOME SIMULTANEITY,
EXPLAINING THAT WHEN THE LEBANESE AGREE ON A SET OF
INTERNAL REFORHS, THEY CAN THEH “WORK WITH THE
INTERNATFONAL COMHUNITY" TO ACHIEVE ISRAEL{ WITHDRAWAL
FROM LEBAMON, AND THE REFORMS AND WITHDRAWAL (0OF

ISRAEL) CAN BE SIMULTANEOUS,

14. GOVERNOR ATIYEH THEN ASKED THE MINISTER WHAT HE WOULD "
DO NOVW IF HE WERE IN THE POSITION OF THE UNITED STATES
TAKING INTO ACCOUMT EVERYTHING THAT HAS HAPPEHED SO FAR.
SHAR' REFORMULATED THE QUESTION BY ASKING WHY US-SYRIAN
RELATIORS DETERIORATED, WHY U.S. DIPLOMACY {N LEBANON
FAILED, AND WHY U.S. CREDIBILITY HAD BEEH UMDERMINED

HE ANSWERED BY SAYIMNG THAT LEBANON WAS AN IMHEDIATE CAUSE
OF THESE DEVELOPHENTS BUT THE DEEPER CAUSE WAS IN FACT
THE U.S. ATTITUDE TO TH ARAB-ISRAEL! COMFLICT. SHAR
SAID, FOR EXAMPLE, THE ARABS BELIEVE THAT THE ISRAELI
INVASION OF LEBANON TOOK PLACE WiTH THE CONSENT OF THE
U.S. GOVERNMENT “OR AT LEAST THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOME
OFFICIALS IN THE ADMINISTRATION". SHAR' CITED A SPEECH
BY FORMER SECRETARY HAIG IN MAY 1382 KHICH COULD BE READ
AS DESCRIBING A PLAN FOR THE {NVASION OF LEBANON. SHAR’
SAID THAT AFTER THE INVASION, THE U.S. COMMITTED A SECOMND
MISTAKE ON THIS ISSUE BY “NOT IMPLEMENTING" UN SECURITY
RESOLUTIONS $03 AND 589 WHICH THE U.S. HAD VOTED FOR,
WHICH CALLED FOR UNCONDITIOMAL ISRAEL! WITHDRANAL. SHAR’
SAID THE U.S. PUBLICLY FAVORED THE RESOLUTIONS BUT
"TACITLY WAS AGAINST IT" AND THEREFORE HAD A DOUBLE
POSITION.

15. COMTUNUING, SHAR' ZAID THAT A FEW DAYS LATER SYRIA
RECETVED A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT REAGAN THROUGH
AMBASSADOR HABIB OFFERING A CEASEFIRE AND THE U.S
GOVERNMENT SHOULD HAVE RESPECTED THAT CEASEFIRE. THEMN,
WHEN FOREIGM MIH1STER KHADDAM HAD MET WITH SECRETARY
SHULTZ (N OCTOBER 1932 AT THE UNITED HATIOH3, THE
SECRETARY HAD TOLD KHADDAM THAT THE U.S. DiD-NdJ FAVOR
AM ISRAELI-LEBAHESE AGREEMENT MADE AT GUHPOINT, BUT
“ SUBSEQUENTLY THE MAY 17, 1983 WGREEMEHT NﬂgéTﬂ'?kCT—ﬁﬂDE
AT GUNPOINT. SHAR' SAID THAT THE MINISTER HaD W3KED
THE SECRETARY ABOUT THAT MATTER AND THE SECRETARY HAD
EXPLAINED, DURIHG HIS MaY 1983 VISIT YO DAMAICUL, THAT

- CONFIDENTIAL

LEBANESE SUPPORT IT. AS IT TURNED QUT, SAID SHAR’
PRESIDENT ASSAD WAS CORRECT BECAUSE THE AGREEMENT WAS
ULTIMATELY ABROGATED; THE U.S. GOVERNMEMT DID NOT TAKE
SERIOUSLY WHAT PRESIDENT ASSAD HAD SAID IN MAY

16. GOVERMOR ATIYEH SAID HE WONDERED IF SYRIA SAW AHY
ROLE FOR THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IN THE AREA. SHAR® RESPONDED
BY SAYING SYRIA BELIEVES THERE 1S INDEED AN

IMPORTANT ROLE FOR THE U.S. IN THE AREA. IN FACT, “WITH-
OUT THE U.S. THERE CAN NEVER BE PEACE IMN THE REGLOM. "
ASKED WHAT THE U.S. SHOULD DO, SHAR' PREFACED HIS REPLY
BY SAYING THAT THE JEWISH LOBBY IN AMERICA HAD

SUCH A STRONG INFLUENCE OVER AMERICAN POLICY, atD THE
CURRENT U.S. ELECTION PROCESS HAD ITS EFFECT, 40 SYRIA
HAD NO ILLUSIONS (ABOUT THE U.S. PLAYING A CONSTRUCTIVE
ROLE), BUT T 1S ALWAYS POSSIBLE THAT THE U.S. MIGHT
CHANGE. SPECIFICALLY, HE SAID THE U.S. “SHOULDI DRAW A LIHE
BETWEEN U.S. AND (SRAEL! POLICY"SO THE ARABS WOULD BE

#BLE TO FEEL THAT THERE 1S A U.S. POLICY INDEPENDENTY

OF ISRAELI POLICY. SECONDLY, HE SAID THE U.S. SHOULD

PLAY THE ROLE OF AN HONEST BROKER IN THE

ARAB-1SRAELY CONFLICT BUT TO PLAY THAT ROLE THE U.S.
CANNOT BE PARTISAH OR BIASED. SHAR' SAID THE FRAMEWORK
FOR A SOLUTION 1S THERE I[N THE un ZECURITY COUMNCIL
RESOLUTIONS., HE ADDED THAT UNITED 3TATES SHOULD MOT BLAME
SYRIA FOR HAVING GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE USCR AND NOT
ACCUSE SYRIA OF BEING A COMMUNIST BASE OR A SOVIET



- PAGE @1

DAMASC 92165 B4 OF B4 7201

ACTION NEA-11

INR-18

INFO OCT-80 COPY-01 ADS-88 AID-20 EUR-08
' CIAE-D0 DODE-g0 H-91 10-15 NSCE-BD MNSAE-00
HA-28 L-83 PH-18@ PA-21 OMB-01 INRE-88

© SSN-O1  USIE-80 SP-92 SNP-81  PRS-£1  SSA-81

------------------ 107023 2817312 /48
0 2817811 MAR B84 ’ E
FH AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS

TO SECSTATE WASHOC IMMEDIATE 6836
INFO AHEMBASSY AMMAN

AMEMBASSY BEIRUT

AMEMBASSY CAIRO

AMCONSUL JERUSALEM

AMEMBASSY J1DDA

USELO RIYADH

AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV

"COMNF IDENTI AL SECTION @4 OF @4 DAMASCUS B216%5

SATELITE, BECAUSE SYRIA IS NEITHER

17. GOVERNOR ATIYEH SAID HE WANTED TO PICK UP. ON THE
MINISTER’S RIFERENCE TO AMERICAN CREDIBILITY, AND HE
ADDED THAT HE WAS "DISGUSTED" BY DEMOCRATS HART AND
HMONDALE TRYING TO OUTBID EACH OTHER (ON THE MIDDLE EAST
QUESTION} BECAUSE IT WAS NOT IN THI BEST (NTERESTS OF
THE UNITED STATES OR OF ISRAEL T0 DO SO. GOVERMOR
ATIYEH SUGGESTED THAT CREDIBILITY COULD BE RESTORED

BY THE U.S. DECLARING THAT |T SEEKS GOOD RELATIONS WITH
ALL OF THE COUNTRIES OF THE MIDDLE EAST, NOT JUST OF
SOME. SHAR’ RESPONDED THAT THAT HWAS A GOCD iDEA BUT
ADDED THAT "WORDS ARE NOT EMOUGH." HE SAID THAT IF

THE U.S. MAKES SUCH A DECLARAT!ON BUT THEN COMTINUES

TO INCREASE AID TO ISRAEL AS IT HAS BEEH, THERE WOULD
BE NO CREDIBILITY; “THERE HAS TO BE SOMETHING TANGIBLE."

18, GOVERNOR ATIYEH ASRED THE MINISTER WHAT HE SAW
AS THE LONG RANGE OBJECTIVES OF ISRAEL IN THE AREA.
SHAR’ RESPONDED “TO OCCUPY MORE LAND, TO BUILD NEW
SETTLEMENTS, TO CREATE MORE FACTS OM THE GROUMD, AND
THEM DECLARE THE SETTLEMNTS HAVE TO BE DEFEMDED, ETC."
WHEN THE GOVERNOR ASKED IF SHAR’ 01D NOT SEE [ISRAELI
POLICY AS BEING SOMEWHAT RESTRAINED NOW BECAUSE OF ITS
ECONOMIC COST, THE HMINISTER SAID NO, BECAUSE FINANCIAL
SUPPORT FROM THE U.S. IS SUFFICIENT TO ALLOW ISRAEL

TO CONTINUE ITS EXPANSIONIST AND BELLICOSE POLICIES

18, CHARGE SAID HE HAD TO COMMENT ON AT LEAST ONE

PART OF THE MINISTER’S DESCRIPTION OF THE LEBAMESE
SITUATION, IN ORDER TO CORRECT THE RECORD. CHARGE SAID
THAT THE MINISTER HAD REFERRED TO THE |SRAEL INVASION

OF JUNE 1982 AND AMERICAR POLICY WITH RESPECT TO EVENTS
BEFORE AND AFTER THAT [HVASION. 1N FACT, IT WAS U.S
POLICY MOT TO SUPPORT BUT TO OPPOSE THE ISRAEL] INVASION,
AND IT WAS U.S. POLICY TO SUPPORT UN RESOLUTIONS SO8 ANHD
$89. BUT THE UNITED STATES CANNOT IMPOSE ITS WILL ON
ANY OF THE PARTIES, ISRAEL OR LEBANOH OR SYRIA, AND THE
UN RESOLUTIONS WERE NOT SELF-FULFILLING. CHARGE SAID,
IN FACT THE LEBAMESE GOVERNMENT HAD ITSELF NOT EEEN ABLE
TO IMPLEHENT RESOLUTIONS 508 AND 509 BUT HAD TAKEN A
SOVERE{GH DECISION TO SIGH THE HAY 17 AGREEMEMT WITH
ISRAEL. AS FOR THE CEASEFIRE PROPOSAL DISCUSSED BETWEEN
AMBASSADOR HAHtB AND PRESIDENT ASSAD ON JUNE 10, 1982,
THAT WAS HOT PRESENTED AS AN AHERICAN PROMISE OR
COMMITHENT TO INSURE FULFILLMEWT OF A CEASEFI(RE, BUT

“RATHER A PROPOSAL WHICH UNFORTUMATELY DID MOT SUCCEED

THE MINISTER RESPONDED BY SAYING THAT IT WAS BISTURBING
TO BELIEVE THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMEHT CANl NOT BE COUNTED
UPON TO HONOR ITS COMMITHMENTS. CHARGE AGAIN SAID THAT
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THE HABIB-ASSAD DISCUSSION ON THE CEASEFIRE SHOULD

NOT BE CONCIDERED A U.8. COMMITHENT TO ACHIEVE THE
PROPOSAL AND THEREFORE THE U.S. HAD NOT IN AHY SENSE
RENEGED O A PROPOSAL. THEREFORE, THERE SEEMED TO BE

A DIFFERENCE IN UNDERSTANDING AS TO WHAT HAD HaPPENED
IN JUNE 1882 BECAUSE THERE WAS NO U.S. PROMISE.

GOVERNOR ATIVEH RDDED THAT THE SYRIAMN GOVERMMENT SHOULD
APPRECIATE THE FACT THAT & U.S. OFFICIAL |S CONCERNED
ABOUT AMERICAN CREDIBILITY AND WISHES TO CLEAR UP A
MISUNDERSTANDING OF WHAT HAD TRAHSPIRED IM A PAST EVENT.

20. GOVERNOR ATIYEH THEN COHWCLUDED THE

MEETING SAYING HE HAD TO LEAVE FOR ANOTHER APPOINTMENT

AND MENTIONED THAT HE HOPED TO SEE PRESIDENT REAGAN OH HIS
RETURN TO WASHINGTOM. HE ADDED THAT HE PERSOHNALY WAS
PLEASED T0 HEAR THAT SYRIA WAC MARING A RESPON:IBLE EFFORT
IN LEBANON TO BRING ABOUT A SOLUTIOH TQ ITS PRUBLEHS, AND
HE SAID H WANTED TO ENCOURAGE THE SYRIANS TO ADOPT A
POSITIVE RATHER THAN A MEGATIVE FRAME OF HIND

21. . GOVERHOR ATIYEH ALSO NOTED THAT HE HOPED VERY MUCH
THAT HIS PROPOSED MEETING WITH PRESIDENT AS3AD WOULD TAKE
PLACE, TO WHICH THE MINISTER RESPONDED THAT HE HAD JUST
SPOKEN WITH THE PRESIDEMT WHO HAD [SSUED ORDER% THAT
GOVERNOR ATIYEH'S VISIT TO SYRIA SHOULD BE A SUCCESS

THE MINISTER SAID HE EXPECTED THERE WOULD BE n MEETING
WITH THE PRESIDENT BUT THAT THE TIME WAS NOT YET SET

22. COMHENT WiLL BE SUBMITTED BY SEPTEL.

23. BEIRUT HINIHIZEVCOHSIDERED. RUGH
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’
E.0. 1235C: DECL: OxDR

TRGS: PREL, CVIP (ATIYEH, VICTOR), SY
SUBJECT: OREGON GOVERKCR WIIVEH'S MARCH 20 COMVERLATION
' WITH SYRIAN BA'TH PRRTY CGFFICIAL

1. (C-FUTIRE TEXT).

2. SUIHARY: ON MARCH 22, OREnOl GOVERIQOK VICTOR ATIYEN
MET WITH SYRIKN PARTY OFF 1CIAL NUBRNNAD HeiDab. 11
RESPONISE TO OUESTIONS, HKiYunR 341D HE THOUCHT YHE THREE
MEW VICE PRUSIGENTS 1N SyR1A WOULD BE RESFCNSIBLE FOR
RESPECTIVELY, “POLITICAL AFFAIRS™ (hdngDANE, "JELURITY"
AND TO n CERTAIN EXTENT HNLITiRY AFFAIRS IREF £ AND
PARTY/ZCILTURALZINTELLECTURL #FFAIRS NISHERTGA

ALTHOUGH THESE DUTIES Nab HOT yET GEEH CPELLED OUT. IN
DESCRIEING THE Ea’YH PRRYY, EAYDAR WAS ChRLIUL TO DIS-
TINCUISH 11 FROM MARAIST Paitl1ES, AND IH DISCUSEING
SYRIAN-SOVIFT RELATIONS KL TnID THEGE WERE NOY LnoED

OH 10LOLOLS BUT OM POLITICai SELF-INTEREST.  NAYCAR
ASSERTED THAT THE SO¥ILTZ 1a¥E NO BAZES IN SYRIB, AiD
THAT SYRIA 1S KGY PART OF HOSCOW’S INTERHATIONAL
STRATEGY. EHLD SUMIARY.

3. OH HARCH 28, OREGON GUY:RHOR VICTCR ATIY:H CaLLED ON
HUHAMNAD HAYDAR, DIRECTOR OF FOREIGH RELATIUNG FGR THE
EA'TH PARTY REGIONAL CONliAND.  COYERHOR Wal ACCCHPANIED
BY CHARGE, AH ASSISTHNT FAGH HIG CFFICE, all OREGOH BUSINESS-
MAN OF DAHASCEME ORIGIN ¥5Q #CTED AS INTERFFETER, AND TWO
HEMBERT CF VTHE OREGON PRESS

4. MHAYDAR OPEMED THE COM¢SR3ATION BY SAYING CVRIA WAS
PROUD THAT A MAN OF SYRInll ORIGIN HAD REackiD THE

HIGH POSITI0M OF GOVEKKOR OF Al ANERIC: STATE, Al HE
ADBED THRT CYRIENS WERE CehbIDEHT THAT 60ytundf mlaiYEH
NOULL &CT AS A 1D FERCENT whiRICAN AND [O1 Wiwf LOGBLE -
LOYALTIES WITH ALLICENCE 10 &£ FOREIUN STATE AL ally
EMERICAN JEVS DO.  THE GOVLRUGR REZFONDED Tia! #F HAD
LEARNED FROM HIS FATHER, n FIRZT-GENERATICL atitkiCan,

T0 GE LOYAL TO THE UNITED STaTES, ADOING thal R HJOR
RERSON Be (THE GOYERNGA) 17 GiisBLE TO Srier ol EIC IS
EECAYUSE HIS FAILER INSIZTED TnaT HE AND #is GRCINERS
LEAKH THE LANMGUAGE OF THE UMITCD STAYES Tt COCLKNOR
AUDED THAT NEVERTHCLESS HOZT :MERICANS ¥40 Matf ROQTS

1 OTHER COUMTRIES DO Mavi arfECTION Fir rrb CULITEY OF
THE IR ENCE.TORS aND TrGE GHE Mz OF FEiat it oarleRENT
BACKLROVHDS I THE UNITED STATES 1S PART CF Tit . thENGIH
CGF ANMERICA,  HAYDAR CCMUHTED  THAT SyRta 10 AWWRD OF
THE STRENCTH OF THE WiifED LinThS aliD Frrelrdiy w'PRE-
CIATES ATIYEN'S EFFO=T5 11l TRYING TO REACH Tab elERICEN
PUBLIC O 133UES OF CRNCEFN 10 THE MIOLLE LRTT CETAUSE
OF THE IHPORTANMCE GF OPINION IN THE FORMGLATICH

COHFIDEN

Depurtment of State
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OF U.S. PUBLIC POIICY.

5. GOVERLOP ATIVIM SEID 0 WuNTLR 10 ASh ABOUT L
KECENT nEFOINTNMELY OF TRALE Kiw U7 F TRELICENTG TH SardA
WHRT DID Tedl HEotN? HanDwR Fili GalnD by REFERFILG 00
THE SYR{sL GONSTIIUTION OF 1473 WHiCH polOvBU FOR TiHE
APPOINIMEN] GF GLE OR NORE VICE t:'0 10v4TS 10 RELP

THE PRESIDENT 1IN HAUDLING wFEnIFs OF SIATE.  NOW THAT
THE RESPOUSIRILITIES OF THE PRESINLNCY RAVE GROMI SO
MUCH, HE HAS TKKEM ADVANTAGE GF THIS CONSITUTIONAL
POSSIBILITY.

O.  GOVERNOR pi!YEH ASKED WHAT THE TFECIFIC REGPOHZIGHN -
TIES GF THE 1HOIVIGUAL VICE FRLZIGENTS WOULD KE. HAYDAR
RESPONCED 14t1 THIS KnD L0l EeCil SFELLED GUT 11 DETstl

AS YET, FUT 4L EVFECTED THAT 1 ThaCE NEW VICE PREZIDENTS
VOULD Bt RECHONSIBLE FOR AREAS RELATLD TO THEAR PuRYICHLAR
BACKGROUNDS AN ITHTERESTS. o 1iCD NHAURAM #aD CEEN FULcIGH
HINISTEF HE VCULD HOW FRCRABLY EL RUSPUNGICLE Fuk
YPOLITICAL AFFARIRS", (COHNU(‘T: THIS TERM “SHU“ i
SIYASIA™ 15 THE 3alE ONE USED £ O1KCR WILL-IKEORIED
INSIDCRS, =EE LAMASCUS 19306.)  Haalah SaID THAT VICE
PRESIDCI KIT- A1, WHC HaD BEEN 10O vED AN MILIEEY
AFFAIRS AND LEG AN ARM/ UNEY, 3ULD PROKABLY NOW EL
RESPONSIBLE FC% SECURITY AND "TO o LiRIAIN EXITHI™ GIHUE
HILETARY BATICFS.  THE THIRD VICE TRESIDENT, Mall-R1G:,
WHO HEYDRAR DELCKIRED AS wlv OV D EaYL IN PARTY b nlfl
WOULD BE GIVEL ROSPONSIDILITY FOGR PARTY AFEBISC oo VELL

A5 FOR CULTURAL #HD JHTELLECIUAL 1inITERS,  KeYLAR TalD
THAT FROCM \4IAT I UMDERZTGOD CF DIZCUSTIOHS Tiiw 15 PRO-
BABLY THL Wa¥ [1 wOUiD COlx GhT EL1ED. wil SPECIFIC
RESPONSICILITICS HAD 20T YE© EIRI ALGOUNCED. N AllY

CASE, THL FRECISE DUTIES AND ACTIVITIES OF THE VICL

THAL
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-PRESIDENTS REMAINS IN THE HANDS OF .THE PRESIDENT AMND
THE WHOLE IDEA OF THIS NEW DEVELOPHENT 1S TO LIGHTEN
THE PRESIDENT’S WORKLOAD.

7. GOVERNQR ATIYEH THEM ASKED HAYDAR ABOUT THE ROLE OF
THE PARTY |N FORMULATION OF FOREIGM POLICY. HAYDAR
EXPLAINED THE STRUCTURE OF THE BA'TH PARTY NATIONAL

AND REGIONAL COHHANDS AND SAID THE MATIONAL COHHAND WAS
RESPONSIBLE FOR SETTING PARTY GOALS AND OBJECTIVES AND
THAT EACH NATIONAL COUMCIL MEMBER HAD A SPECIFIC FUNC-
TIONAL AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY. HIS RAPPENED TO BE
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND THESE INVOLVED RELATIOHS BETWEEN
THE PARTY AND OTHER PARTIES IN THE ARAB WORLD AMD ELSE-
WHERE ABROAD. GOVERNOR ATIYEH INTERJECTED "IHCLUDING
THE REPUBLICAH PARTY IN THE UNITED STATES?" HAYDAR
LAUGHED AND SAID NORMALLY THE RELATIONS OF THE BA'TH
PARTY ARE WITH THE OPPOSITION PARTIES ELSEWHERE BUT
SAID THE BA°TH DID HAVE SOME RELATIONS IN THE UDITED
STATES WITH INDIVIDUALS, WITH THE COHMUNIST PARTY, WITH
BLACK AHERICAN POLITICAL MOVEMENTS, AS WELL AS WITH
ORGANIZATIONS OF {HMIGRANTS. HAYDAR LOTED THAT HE WAS
ALSO HEAD OF THE ORGAMIZATION OF ARAB IMHIGRANTS ABROAD

- WHOSE PURPOSE WAS TO K{EP SYRIAN IHHMIGRAHTS (MFORMED OM
DEVELOPHERTS IN SYRIA, CREATE TIES WITH THEM AMD
ENCOURAGE  THEH TO BUILD TIES WITH SYRIA AND VISIT T

+ HAYDAR SAID THAT HE HAD PERSONALLY BEEN IMVOLVED IMH EX-
TENDING THE INVITATION TO GOVERMOR ATIYEH, FOR EXAMPLE,
TO VISIT SYRIA
8. GOVERMOR ATIYEM PICKED UP HAYDAR'S REFERENCE TO THE
COMMUNIST PARTY AND SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THAT ZYRIA S
INDEPEHOENT OF BOTH THE U.S. AlID THE USSR. HAYDAR
SAID THAT AS A POLITICAL PARTY, THE BA'TH 1T HATIOHALISTIC
AND DIFFERS FROM MARXISTS AND THEREFORE FROM COMMUHNIST
PARTIES ARQUND THE WORLD. HE SAID THE BA TH PARTY
BELIEVES THAT EVERY COUNTRY HAZ (T3 OUN EXPERIENCE AND
SYRIA SHOULD TAKE (DEAS FROM OTHER SOURCEZ BUT MMKE
ITS OWH CHOICES AND FOLLOW AN INDEPEMDEHT 50CHuL,

ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL LINE, NEVER COPYING & FOREIGHN IDEOL-

O0GY A’WHOLESHLE, TRKING ONLY WHAT 15 GOOD FOR CYRIA
THEREFORE, THE RELATIONZHIP BETWLEMN THE Bw'TH PARTY

OH THE OHE HuND AND COMMDNYST PuRTIEZ sID THE UTZLR ON
IHE OIHEK aRE THE RELULT OF FOLITILAL FOLITION. BATED

ON IMHEDIATE PROBLEMS FaCIhG S7Ria, NnOT OH {DEOLOGY
HAYDAR ZAID THal FOR 30 VEART THE B8s [H PARTY nw% FOUND
THAT THE PQZITION OF THE YSLR kb COMUUNGELT PARTIES HAVE
ALWAYZ COLNCIOED WITH ITS OWN AND ZyR1a RECGUNIZET THAT
ITS ARMED FORCE” ARE WRHED WITH =OviET £OUIFNENT
NEVERIHELtSS, SeREA 1% NOH-ALILNED DELPITE THE “OVIET
ARMS AND SUPPORT. THE PuRTY WANTZ CYRim TO LAVE PEACEFULLY
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. IN THE MIDST OF THE CONFL:CTS OF THE CUPER POWERS AMD

SEEKS FOR THE ARER 1O BE FREE OF SUPER POWER RIVALRY.
CONTINUING, HAYDAR SAID THAT WHEN THERE 1S A HARJOR
CONFLICT 1IN THE AREA, THE U.S. SIGNS A STRATEGIC AGREE-
HENT WITH 1SRAEL AND SYRIA IS LEFT WITH NO OTHER CHOICE
BUT TO SEEW ASSISTANCE FROM THE DSS THEREFORE, HAYDLR
APPEARS THAT THE FOREIGN POLICY OF THE UNITED
STATES IS THE BEST PROMOTOR OF SOVIET INTERESTS IN TH
AREA BECAUSE OF U.G BIAS" IN FAYOR OF ISRAEL WHICH HuZ
LED TO THE SYRIAN-SOVIET ALLIANCE  HE STRESSED THAT
SYRIA AMD THE USSR ARE NOT IDEOLUGICALLY LIMKED BUT THeT
THE TWO WERE PUSHED TOGETHER BY U.S. FOREIGH POLICY

(%)

UNITS, FACTORIES, AHMD

ELSEWHERE. HE DESCRIBED THE®OTHER POLITICAL PARTIES

tN SYRIA AND COHTRASTED THE COMMUNIST F4RTY, WHICH HE
CALLED MARXIST, WITH THE OTHER THREE WHICH HE CALLED
NATIONALIST WHO CALLED FOR ARAB UNITY HWHD A SOCIALIST
SOCIETY AS CONTRASTED WITH THE COHMUNIST PARTY WHICH IS
LESS SOCIAL!ST AND MORE IHTERNATIONALIST.

11, BEIRUT MINIMIZE COHSIDERED. RUGH

NOTE BY OC/T: (#)OMISSION IN TEXT. CORRECTION TO FOLLOW

-
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~ THE REPUBLIC AND ALSO SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE PARTY. AND
HE OQUTLINED THE HIERARCHY OF THE PARTY THROUGH THE
COUNTRY, IN SCHOOLS, MILITARY UNITS, FACTORIES, AND
ELSEWHERE. HE DESCRIBED THE OTHER POLITICAL PARTIES

IN SYRIA AND CONTRASTED THE COMMUNIST PARTY. WHICH HE
CALLED MARXIST, WITH THE OTHER THREE WHICH HE CALLED

- NATIONALIST WHO CALLED FOR ARAB UNITY AND A SOCIALIST
SOCIETY AS CONTRASTED WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY WHICH IS
LESS SOCIALIST AND MORE INTERNATIONALIST.

11.  BEIRUT MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. RUGH

CONFIDENT TAL
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ACTION MEA-11 " KNOY WHAT WAS HAPPENING HERE IN THE HIDDLE EAST.

INFO OCT-08  COPY-O1 ADS-80  INR-10  SS-80 CIAE-B0 DODE-00 5. COHTIHUING, KHADDAM SAID THE U.S. RAD ENBROILED ITIELF
H-81 NSCE-00 HSAE-D@ 3550-00 HA-88 L-83 PH-1D I[N LEBANGH "AND WE DO: T KIOW WHY. " HE SA1D SYRIA'S
PA-81 OMB-01 INRE-08 SSH-01  VUSIE-00 SP-B2 SHP-01 FREQUENT DISCUSSIONS HITH AMERICAN OFFICiALS AMD REPRESEN-
PRS-01  SSA-81 /052 W TATIVES HAD HOT GIVEN SYRIA A CONVIMCING ANSUER TO THE

----------------- 165534 2917281 /M2 QUESTION AS TO WHY 1SRAEL RECEIVES MORE 41D PER CAPITA

0 2916112 MAR 84 FROH THE UNITED STATES THAIL DO AHERICANS THEHIELVES

FM AHEMBASSY DAMASCUS

T0 SECSTATE WASHDC IHHEDIATE 6918 6. GOVERMOR ATIYEH REMINDING KHADDAM THAT HE DOES NOT

REPRESENT THE U.S. ADMINISTRATION, SAID THAT THE U.S.

DID NOT EHTER LEBAMOM nll BY ITSELF BUT CAME TO LEBANON
WITH GOOD INTENTIONS AND ALONG WITH THE FREHCH, THE

BRITISH AND THE ITALIANZ., THE PURPOSE OF THE U.S. PRESEMNCE
THERE WAS PEACEKEEPING AND UNFORTUMATELY THLSE EFFCRTS
BROKE DOWH AND THE MARINES STAYED LONGER THatl THEY SHOULD
HAVE. GOVERNOR STRESSED THAT THE MARINES WLRE WITHDRAWN
BECAUSE OF PUBLIC OPILNION (N THE UNITED STATES. HE

INFO AMEHBASSY AMMAN
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT
AHEMBASSY CAIRO
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM
AHEMBASSY JIDDA
USELO RIYADH
AHEMBASSY TEL AVIV

CONF IDENTI AL SECTION 81 OF §3 DAMASCUS 92202 EMPHASIZED THAT THIS WAS A GOOD EXAMFLE OF THE FAlf
" . THAT PUBLIC OPINION IN THE UMITED STATES OFTEMN HAS AN
E.0. 12356: DECL: OADR INFLUENCE ON POLICY, REGARDLESS OF WHAT THE ISRAELI
TAGS: PREL, OVIP (ATIYEH, VICTOR), SY LOBBY MAY DO.
SUBJECT: OREGON GOVERNOR ATIYEH MARCH 28 COWVERSATION =
N WITH SYREAN VICE PRESIDENT KHADDAH 7. GOVERNOR THEN EXPLAINED THAT HE HAD BROUGHT WITH
HIH TO SYRIA REPRESENTATIVES OF TWO TELEVISION STATIONS
1. (C-INTIRE TEXT). AND THE MAJOR NEWSPAPER (N OREGOM, WHO WERE REFORTING
_EVERY DAY BACK TO CITIZENS OF OREGON OH CONDITIONS IN THE
2. SUMMARY: OREGON GOVERMOR VICTOR ATIYEH MET WITH MIDDLE EAST. FOR EXAMPLE, THE TELEVIS!ICH PLOPLE HAD DOMNE
SYRIAN VICE PRESIDENT KHADDAN FOR 88 MINUTES ON MARCH 28. A REPORT OH THE 1SRAELJ DESTRUCTION AT hUHAITRA
KHRADDAM EXPRESSED FAMILIAR VIEWS OF U,S. POLICY IN THE ALREADY AHD THIS WAS A STORY THAT THEY WERE QUITE EXCITED
MIDDLE EAST AND LEBANON, LAYING PARTICULAR EMPHASIS OH ABOUT. GOVERMOR ATIYEH SAID HE THOUGHT 17 YOULD BE GOOD
ALLEGED LACK OF UNDERSTANDING BY THE USG OF MIDDLE If OTHER DELEGATIONS VISITING THE MIDDLE EAST ALSQ
EASTERN REALITIES, AND ON U.S. AID TO (SRAEL. THE BROUGHT MED!A PEOPLE WITH THEH AND SUGGESTEDL THAT SARG

GOVERHOR RESPONCED THAT THE U.S. HAD ENTERED LEBANON

WITH GOOD INTENTIONS (AND WITH THREE MHF PARTNERS), AND
REMINDED KHADDAM THAT PRESIDENT REAGAN OPPOSES HOVING THE
U.§, EMBASSY FROM TEL AVIV TO JERUSALEM. THE GOVERMOR
URGED KKADDAM TO TAKE A POSITIVE PROBLEM-SOLVING APPROACH
RATHER THAN DWELLIMG ON HISTORY, BUT KHADDAHM SAID HE
HANTED TO SEE UNBIASED ACTIONS FROM THE U.S. RATHER THAN
JUST WORDS. WHEN THE GOVERNOR SUGGESTED THAT SYRIA OUGHT
TO UNDERSTAND ISRAEL’S FEAR OF BEING ATTACKED, KHADDAM
BRUSHED THAT ASIDE AND INSISTED THAT SYRIA WAS THE ONE
THAT NEEDED DEFENDING AGAINST (ISRAELI) AGGRESSION
KHADDAM DID ASSURE THE GOVERNOR THAT SYRIA WANTS PEAGE
AND STABILITY IN THE AREA, AND IS READY TO WORK WITH
ANYONE ELSE WHO HAS THOSE AINM3. THE GOVERNOR RECGMMENDED
NORE BILATERAL EXCHANGES OF PERSONS LIKE HIS OWN GROUP,
AMD KHADDAM READILY AGREED. COMMENT: HKHADDAH WAS VERY
CORDIAL AND RELAXED, BUT BROKE NO HEW GROUND ON THE ISSUES.
END SUMMARY

3. ON MARCH 29, OREGON GOVERNOR VICTOR ATIYEH MET FOR
99 MINUTES WITH SYRIAN V.P. ABDUL HALIM KHADDAM. THE _° ~
GOVERNOR WAS ACCOMPANIED BY CHARGE AND FOUR MEMBERS OF
H1S ACCOMPANYING DELEGATION, WHILE V.P. WAS ACCOHPANIED
BY DIRECTOR OF AMERICAN AFFAIRS AT SYRIAN FOREIGN
HINISTRY, INTERPRETER AND NOTE TAKER.

4. FOLLOWING OPENING PLEASANTRIES, GOVERNOR COMGRATULATED
THE V.P. ON HIS RECENT APPOINTMENT AND NOTED THAT HE HAD
NOW MANY OPPORTUKITIES BEFORE HIH. KHADDAM RESPONDED

THAT HE INDEED HAD HANY PROBLEMS ADDING THAT THE UNITED
STATES “DOESH’T LET US REST (N THIS AREA.™ GOVERHOR
RESPONDED THAT HE DISAGREED, IN THAT THE U.S. 0OES

WANT SYRIA TO SUCCEED IN ITS PEACE EFFORTS IH LEBAHON
ESPECIALLY NOM THAT SARG IS IN EFFECT AFTER THE WITHDRAWAL
OF THE U.S., THE ONLY (OUTSIDE} PARTY ATTEMPTING TO MAKE
PEACE IN LEBANON. KHADDAM RESPONDED RY SAYING THAT THE U.S
VAS FAMILIAR WITH THE SURFACE OF THE HOON BUT DID NOT

CONFIDENTIAL
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OUGHT TO INVITE OTHER GOVERHORS FOR ORIENTATION TOURS,
MENTIONING THAT ISRAEL DOES SUCK TOURS., GOVERHOR MEMTIOMED
THE MATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ARAB AMERICANS WHICH IS5
BEGINNING TO ORGAMIZE AND OFFSET THE ISRAEL! LOBBY

8. WHEN KHADDAM SAID HE AGREED ON THE IMPORTANCE OF
SUCH VISITS AND MEMTIONED THAT SYRIA MAKES AN

EFFORT TO WELCOME SEMATORS AND COHGRESSHEH, GOVERNOR
“ATIYEH REGPOHDED THAT 1T WOULD BE EVEN MORE IMPORTANT

TO HAVE THE AMERICAN GOVERNORS VISIT THE MIDDLE EAST
BECAUSE AS A POLITICIAN HE KMEW YOU COULD BUILD u FIRE
AT HOHE TN HOME DISTRICIS ON POLITICAL ISSUES. KHADDAM
SAID HE AGREED WITH THAT POINT. KHADDAM ADDED THAT

GOOD BILATERAL RELATIQNS BETWEEN SYRIA AND THE UNITED
STATES DO NOT DEPEND ON SYRIA'S EFFORTZ ALOHE BUT ARE
SUBSTANTIALLY INFLUENCED BY THE U.3. POSITION ON THE
JERUSALEN QUEST{OM, NEVERTHELESS SYRIA HAS A DESIRE FOR
GOOD RELATIONS AND AM EACHANGE OF VISITS (S A GOOD IDEA
9. GOVERNOR ATIYEH THEN HADE THE POIMT THAT ONME SHOULD'
CLEARLY DISTINGUISH THE U.5. AOMINISTRATION FROM THE U.S.
CONGRESS. HE COMMENTED THAT THE ABMINISTRATION (S MORE
FAVORABLE (TO THE ARAB VIEW) THAM 15 COMGRESS, AMD SAID
THAT THE ADMINISTRATION TRULY WANTS TO BE OF SOME
ASSISTANCE K THE MIDDLE EAST. HE SAID THAT ADMITTING
THAT THE ADMINISTRATIOHN HAS MADE SOME MISTAKES, DOES HOT
MEAN THAT THEY ARE UNCONCERHED. GOVERNOR ATIYEH SAID
“THAT FOR EXAHPLE PREZIDENT REAGAN | STRONGLY OPPOSED

TO THE PROPOZAL TO HOVE THE AMERICAN EMBASSY FROM TEL AVIV
TO JERUZALEM, DECPITE THE FACT THAT THE DEMOCRATIC
CAHDIDATES FAVOR THAT PROPOCAML. THE GOVERNOR 3SAID
PRESIDENT REAGAN WANT3 T0 BE A PART OF THE PROCESS OF
HELPIHG PEACE. HE SAID THAT HE WANTED TO COMMUMNIGCATL
THAT MESTAGE TO THE CYRIAN GOVERHMENT AND HOFED TO BE
ABLE TO GIVE IT DIRECTLY TO PRESIDENT ASTAD. THE
GOVERNOR SAID THAT HE HOPEZ THAT WITH CELEGATIONS LIKE
HIS OWN FLUS THE EFFORTC OF THE U 2. sDMINISTRATION
WHICH OEFINITELY Wan1S TQ BE FRIENDZ WITH THE COUNTRIES
OF THE MIDDLE cu.7 AND PuRT OF THE ZOLUTICH OF THE
MIDDLE EWST, ALL OF YHE INTERELTED PARTIEL COULD coONrL

TOGETHER CO THET THE (.2 WOULD EZTeBLIZH FRIEHDLY
RELATEON' WITH L OF THE COUMTRIEZ CF THE MIDDLE £:7T
FHCLID NG TUR&EL, sSwintw PHEN JULT G CH LCHE OF

THEM

10.  KHADDAM REZFONDED THuT IRUM & ¢RsCICal FOINT OF

VIEW, HOWEVER, THE SITUETION W&l HOVING (i TKHE OPPOCITE
DIRECTION  KHEODAM %410 THiT IF aNERICSN 510 TO | 3Rkl
HaD "BEEN LINITED TO ECONONMIC Wi%I5TANCE, 5YRIW WOULD

HOT HAVE OBJECTED, THsT 1% WNERICK S BUSINEST, BUT WHERICAN

par== CONFIDENT AL
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MILITARY AID HELPC 1SRAEL OCCUPy WRAB LANDT
AND COHMIT AGGRESSION AGAINST THE ARABS

11. GOVERNOR ATIYEH THEN SAID HE WANTED TO STRESS THAT
IN HIS OWN EXPERIENCE % THE STATE OF OREGON HE HAS

GOME THROUGH DIFFICULT TIMES ECOMOMICALLY mND SOMETIHES
THINGS HAVE GONE WROMG, BUT HE DOES HOT SPEND TIME
LAMEMTING WHY OR HOW BUT RATHER DEVOTING HIZ ZNERGIEZ TC
SOLUTIONS  HE SAID OME CAH LEARN FROM THE PAIT BUT

"HE ALWAYS TRIES TOQ HOVE FORWARD AMD NOT SPEND TIME OH

DAYS THAT ARE GONE. FKHADDWM AGREED  CONTINUIt
GOVERNOR ATIYEH SAID HE RECOGHIZED THAT THE SOLUTIONS ON
THE MIDDLE EAST WERE MOT EMGY AND THAT.SYRIA A5 WORMING
HARD TO SETTLE THE LEBANESE CIVIL WAR AHD THAT THERE
WERE MANY OTHER PROBLEMS IN THE AREA. THE GOVERNOR

SAID HE RECOGH!ZED THWT KHADDAM 3 IMPACT Of 1tTERNATICKEL
AFFAIRS -WAS GREATER THAN THAT OF W GOVERHOR BT HE A3
GOVERMOR WANTED TO ASk HOW HE COULD COHTRIBUTEZ TO NOVING
FORWARD AHD ASKED IF THERE WAL A ROLE FOR SOMEONE LIKE
HIMSELF WHO IS NOT a FART OF THE U.u. ADMINIGTRATION

12. KHADDAM RESPOMDED BY SAYING THAT PEOPLE WHO DO NOT
KNOW THE PROBLEMS OF THL AREA CAHHOT BRIHG ABOUT A SOLU-
TION, jUST AS A PERSON WITH & HEADAMCGHE WHO DOES HOT

KNOW THE CAUSE OF THE HEADACHE IZ UNSURE WhICH MEDICINE
T0 TAKE. HE SAID IF TWO PEOPLE DISAGREE THE¢ CaN GO TO
COURT AND WHERE THERE 1G A LAW JUDGMEWTS ARKE naDI, BUT
IN THE MIDDLE EAST THAT FACILITY IT HOT AVAiL4BLE
KHADDAM THEN DESCRIBED THE EJTHELITMMENT OF |5RaEL,

THE EXPULSION OF PALESTINIANS WHO "LIVE [N TERRIBLE

- N,
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CONDFTIONS® AND WANT TO RETURN TO THEIR HOMES AND

SAID IT IS HARD TO SEE A SOLUTION IF ISRAEL DOES NOT GIVE
PANUSTINIANS THEIR RIGHTS AND RETURN OCCUPIED TERRITORY
TO ITS OWNERS. THUS, SAID KHADDAM, THE U.S. GOVERNHENT
MUST RECOGNIZE THESE FACTS AND IF IT DOES IT WILL KNOW
HOW TO REACK A JUST SOLUTION.

13. KHADDAM ASSURED GOVERNOR ATIYEH THAT SYRIA WANTS
PEACE AND A SETTLEMENT OF THE PROBLEMS (N THE AREA, BUT
THIS MUST BE A JUST AND STABLE PEACE, MOT ONE THAT

CAN BE UNDERMIMED AND COLLAPSE WITH THE FIRST SHAKE.
KHADDAM SAID THAT AMERICAN OFFICIALS CAN HELP RESTORE
STABILITY IN THE MIDDLE EAST IF THEY ARE MORE OBJECTIVE,
ALTHOUGH HE RECOGNIZED THAT THIS HIGHT BE DIFFICULT IN
AN ELECTION YEAR.

14. GOVERNOR ATIYEH THEN FOCUSED ON ISRAEL'S SECURITY
PROBLEM AND HENTIOHED THAT ISRAEL REPEATEDLY SAYS THAT
IT FEARS MILITARY ACTIONS WHICH IT MUST DEFEND ITSELF
AGAINST. THE GOVERMOR SAID THAT SOME "SIGMALS" ARE
NEEDED TO SAY TO ISRAEL THAT THEY DO HOT MEED TO WORRY
ABOUT THEIR SECURITY, 1.E., YO TAKE AWAY ISRAEL'S
CONCERN. FOR EXAMPLE, THE GOVERNOR SAID SYRIA MIGHT
DECLARE THAT (T WOULD BE WILLING TO PROTECT ISRAEL’S
BORDERS AND THEREFORE ISRAEL DOES NOT MEED ALL THOSE
ARMAHENTS, THAT WOULD BE ANOTHER WAY TO DEAL WITH THE
QUESTION OF ARMS TO ISRAEL.

15. KHADDAM REPLIED BY SAYING THAT ONE HAD T0O DEAL

WITH THE QUESTION OF ISRAELI TERRITORIAL CLAIHS AND

THE MASS EXOOUS OF THE PALESTINIANS FROM PALESTINE.
KHADDAH ASKED HOW SYRIA COULD TELL ISRAEL THAT IT

WOULD PROTECT 1TS BORDERS WHEN THOSE BORDERS WERE NOT
THREATENED. KHADDAM SAID THAT IN FACT SYRIA®S WERE "
THE ONES THAT NEEDED TO BE DEFENDED. |T WAS THEREFORE™
NOT REALISTIC AT ALL TO SPEAK OF A SYRIAN GUARANTEE OF
ISRAEL. IN FACT, IF THERE 1S TO BE PEACE IM THE AREA

ANY GUARANTEES WOULD HAVE TO LAID DOWN BY THE U.N.
SECURITY COUNCIL.

16. GOVERNOR ATIVEH SAID HE DID NOT NECESSARILY DISAGREE,
HE WAS ONLY THROWING QUT IDEAS AND POKING AT THE QUESTION.
KHADDAH CONTINUED THAT PALESTINIAN PEOPLE WHiCH HAVE BEEN
DENIED THEIR RIGHTS AND DISPLACED ARE STRUGGLING TO
RETURN AND HO ONE HAS THE RIGHT TO PREVENT THEM FROH
LAUNCHING A STRUGGLE FOR THIS PURPOSE. KRADDAM SAID

THAT ONCE THE PROBLEMS OF THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES AND
PALESTINIAN RIGHTS ARE SOLVED, THE U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL
COULD LAY DOWN APPROPRIATE SECURITY MEASURES.

l)eparmzpm of State

TELEGRAR

17. GOVERNOR STATED TH.T SYRIA NOW SEEMED TO BE THE ONLY
COUNTRY WHICH Was MCTIVELY WORAING TOWARD FPEACE AND A
LEBANESE SETTLEMENT. HE RTKED ROAIE MIURT RN AHERICAN
GOVERNOR COULD DO 10 HILP. KHADDAM REPLYED THAT SYRIA
WELCOMES ALL EFFORTS IM THE FROPER ATMOCPHERE TO aSSIST
HE SAID SYRIA WANTS PEACE BECAUSE SYRIA 1S SPENDING A
MAJOR PORTION OF 175 REVERUES FOR DEFENSE, REVENUE WHICH
WOULD HAVE BEEW SPENT OH ECONGMIC AND SOCIAL OEVELOPMENT
IF THERE HAD BEEN PEACE. HE SAID SYRIA HAS THEREFORE AN
JNTEREST IN PEACE BUT 1T 1S THE ISRAEL) WILL WHICH

IS BEING IMPOSED ON THE ARABS, AND ANY EFFORT TO CREATE A
PROPER ATMOSPHERE FOR PEACE WOULD BE WELCOMLD BY SYRIA
18. GOVERNOR ATIYEH CONCLUDED THE DISCUSSION BY
REMINDING THE VICE PRESIDENT THAT HE DOES NOT REPRESENT
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, BUT HE DID EXPECT 10 SEE FRESIDENT
REAGAN AND WOULD REPORT TO HIH OH HIS VISIT TO SYRIA

HE SAID HE WOULD BE A HESSEHGER WHO HAS DEEP CONCERN

FOR PEACE AMD HOPES FOR THE PEOPLE AND THAT HE WANTED
TO ASSURE VICE PRESIDENT THAT AMERICAN EMOTIONS ARE THE
SAME AS THOSE EXPRESSED BY THE VICE PRESIDENT. THE

VICE PRESIDENT SAID HE BELIEVED GOVERNOR ATIYEH

WOULD DO SOMETHING IMPORTANT IF HE FOLLOVED THAT COURSE.

19, BEIRUT HINIMIZE CONSIDERED. RUGH

CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJECT: SYRIAN NEWSPAPER INTERVIEW WITH OREGON GOVERNOR
ATIYEH

SYRIAN NEWSPAPER MARCH 29 REPORTED AN INTERVIEW WITH
VISITING OREGON GOVERNOR VICTOR ATIYEH GIVEN ON MARCH 28.
FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE ARTICLE:

BEGI& LEOCT THE GOVERNOR OF OREGON SAYS AMERICAN POLICY
IN THE REGION LACKS CREDIBILITY. MR. VICTOR ATIYEH
'GOVERNOR OF OREGON, CRITICIZED AMERICAN POLICY IN THE

MIDDLE EAST AND I1TS POSITIONS ON THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT.

MR. ATIYEH SAID IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THAWRA NEWSPAPER

THAT HE BELIEVES IT IS A GREAT MISTAKE THAT THE AMERICAN
CONGRESS IS APPROVING THE TRANSFER OF THE AMERICAN EM-
BASSY IN ISRAEL FROM TEL AVIV TO JERUSALEM. THE AMERICAN
OFFICIAL CONTINUED, WARNING OF THE DANGERS THAT WILL RESULT
FROM THIS MATTER. HE BELIEVES THAT JUST TALKING ABOUT
THIS ISSUE IS CONSIDERED DANGEROQUS.

MR. ATIYEH CONFIRMED THAT IT IS NOT IN AMERICA’'S INTERESTS
THAT SUCH A THING TAKE PLACE.

REGARDING AMERICA’' S ROLE IN THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT AND
THE MIDDLE EAST CRISIS, - MR. ATIYEH CONFIRMED THAT
AMERICA’ S ROLE LACKS CREDIBILITY. HE SAID THAT IN ORDER
FOR AMERICA TO BECOME A MEDIATOR, 1T MUST POSSESS CREDI-
BILITY AND THAT AMERICA HAS LOST THIS CREDIBILITY.

r

MR. ATIYEH EXPRESSED HIS HOPE THAT PEACE wWOULD BE ACHIEVED
IN THE REGION. HE SAID THE AMERICAN PEOPLE CARE ABOUT
PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND THAT THEY ARE ANXIOUS ABOUT
THE EVENTS AND SUFFERING THAT WERE WITNESSED BY THE
REGION. HE ADDED THAT THERE WILL BE A DAY WHEN THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL HAVE THEIR SAY.
ON THE ROLE OF ARAB EMIGRANTS AND ARAB COMMUNITIES

IN AMERICA REGARDING THE ARAB CAUSE AND THE REQUIRED ROLE
IN THE FACE OF THE ZIONIST LOBBY'S ROLE IN THE US, MR.
ATIYEH SAID THAT THE ARAB COMMUNITIES ARE ACTING TO FORM
GROUPS THAT ARE EFFECTIVE AND THAT CAN PRACTICE IN THE
FUTURE AN ACTIVITY THAT WOULD SERVE THE ARAB CAUSE.

MR. ATIYIH EXPLAINED THAT FOUR YEARS AGO, AN ARAB ASSOCI-
ATION WAS ESTABLISHED IN WASHINGTON AND IT IS TRYING TO
GET IN TOUCH WITH AMERICAN POPULAR AND OFFICIAL CIRCLES
TO EXPLAIN TO THEM THE DIMENSIONS OF THE ARAB CAUSE AND
THE FACTS OF THE CONFLICT IN THE REGION.

MR. ATIYEH LAUDED THE PROJECTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS THAT WERE
ACCOMPLISHED ON THE LEVEL OF INTERNAL CONSTRUCTION. HE
ALSO EXPRESSED HIS SATISFACTION WITH HIS TALKS WITH SOME
SYRIAN OFFICIALS. END TEXT. RUGH
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SUBJECT: ORCGOMN GOVERMOR ATIYEH'S MARCH 31 MEETING WITH
- SYRIA’S PRESIDERT HAFIZ AL-ASSAD

1. (C-EHTIRE TEXT).

2. SUMMARY: OH MARCH 31, OREGON GOVERNOR ATIYEH,
ACCOHPANIED BY CHARGE AND BY ONE HEMBER OF OREGOH DELEGA-
TION, MET WITH PRESIDENT ASSAD. HMOST CF TEE DISCUSSION
DEALT WITK US-SYRIAN RELATIONS, WHICH THE GOVERNOR
INITIATED BY EYPRESSING CONCERN THAT RELATIONS ARE HOT
GOOD DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE U.S. WANTS PEACE IN

THE AREE AND T APPEARS SYRIA DCES ALSO. THE GOVERNOR
SAID HE HAD BEEN ASKED BY THE STATE DEPARTHENT TO aAY
THAT THE USG WANTS 10 OPER UP LINES OF COI UWICATIOU
VITH_ASSAD. IN RESPONSE, THL SYRIAl PRESIDENT REAFFIRMED
THAT HE 13 INTERESTED tH DIALOGUE WITH THE U.3., BUT

HE RECITED AT SOHE LE!NGIH THE USUAL SYRIAH GRIEVANCES
ON U.S. POLICY: THE U.S. IS SERVING ISRAELI RATHER
THAN AMERICAN INTERESTs, 17 IS PROVIDING HUGE AriQUATS

OF ECOHOMIC AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO ISRAEL, AND [T

IS ASKING SYRIA TO ABAKDOIN 115 PRINCIPLES. SSAD
RECALLED KE HAD RECZIVED A U.S. MECSAGE Oic FEBRUARY 8,
1984 WHICH RE SAID WAS “UNWISE" BECAUSE |T AMOUNTED TO
AN AHERICAN WARHNING, OR THREAT, AHD THE AMERICANS SHOULD
KNOW THEY THIS 1T NCT THZ WAY TC DEAL WITH SYRIA. ASSAD
ALSO RECALLED !ONCE AGAIM) HIS JUKE 10, 183% MEETING
WITH AMEASSADOR HABIE, AND HE EXPRESTED HIS STRONGEST
CRITICISM YET OF HARIB PERCONALLY; AT ThL S&HE TIME
ASSAD HAD RIND WORDS FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARy HURPHY. 10
THE GOVERNOP"S PR3ISTENT INQUIPIET £EZ'MT THE FCLE

SYRIR ENVISIONED FOR THE U.S. (i THE AREA, ASSAD 321D
THAT THE SUFERFOWERS CUoLD NOT Bb .Gilit O It SETILEMENT
OF THE FEGION’'S PRCICLEMS, BUT HE STRESGED THAT WASHINGTON
SHOULD CO MORE TO "UNDERSTARD" TnE M!CDLE EAST aflD TC
RESTORE ITS CREDIBILITY WITH THE AKGRS ! CRRIZ TO PLAY
A RCLE FERE. GOVERNCR ATIVEH TXFRUSSED Hil OWi IWTEREST
IN FACILITATING UMCERSTANDING AND COOFERATICH BETUEEN
OUR TWO COUNTRIES, AMD €AiD TO THE™ EHD HE WOULD
RECOMMEND TD THE CTHER REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS THAT THEY
ALSO BRIMG TRABE DELEGATIONS TO THE AREwR; aS3LD
WELCOMELC THIS PRCPCEAL. THE GOVERNCR DIZ NOT RAISE

THE QUESTLION OF LEBAMON 1N ANY DETniL, BUT RE DID TALK
ABOUT TERRORISM AND THE BUCHLEY CALE (SEPTEL} END
SUMHARY.

3. GOVERNOR CF OREGOM VICTOR RT!YEM HET FCR HEAPLY

TWO HOURS OM MARCH 31 WITH PRESIDENT HAFIT AL-ASSRD. ~
THE MEETING WITH THE PRECIDENT WAS THE LAST EVENT

IN A 312 DAY PROGRAM ARRANGEG BY THE SYRiail aGVERN-

iur l .
Pl
2527

NECE-0L
S3A-B1
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] vhbe o RN
97 . v £ oy - LUl iy
Il.( (}J LY kit B —_y e e
T v b e g s
S b ke B TR
HEMY FOR TED volVerey G617, « 0 &.7=0% &l
BORN I & SMELL T+ Bitea L '7: CAFETR Wl
ACCOMPRMIED 10 YE' & "™ %a TRE & ity ONE
MEERBER OF HIC BL! ® - o, MRL STV Kol LCTHLP
0RLCOXtAN OF YR Jih ENE ool . ] Tl
ACCOMPEMIED ONLY , . 3% INTERPEETES atl - n377 THLER
4. GOVEFNOR OPENED THE DISTUZLION L' 7 e
HIS VISIT 70 SYRIS AT THD BIAT CF & 3% T 0l
WHICH INCLUDED BUSINESSMEN AND CRF GV it
REPRESENTATIVES, Kt CulD &40 WatTeC 72 RLOOINEND
THAT SYRIA INYITE CTHER PMERICAN JOVERLCRL T4 BRINC
DELEGATIONS TO SYRiA, TAFIAINING THOT IT MOULS EE
HELPFLL TO SYRI& BICAULI 1T WOULZ HELP PRCYIZE THE
AHERICAY PURLIC ~iTH POEI JN7GRHMATION 2 T4 MIDDLE
EAST. THE GOVERNOR ZiID Ti3T AFERITAN PUELIT
KHOWLEDGE aHD UND RSTANDING OF THE MIDGL: EAST AMD
PARTiCULARLY SYRI& Io NOT VERY STRCHG.  ASZAD
REPLIED THAT HE AGTEED UITH THE DDA 10 PRINSIFLE,
BUT VONDERED WHETRER SVE 5 WOULD EE FEYMITTED
UNDER AMERICAN R uet7ICYUS TD ISSUL tHVITATIONS
TO ANERICAN GOVLE 270 IRECILY, ADDHNG THAT (F T
WERE NOT POSCIBLE TO DO THAT IN A FERMRL SENSE,
SYRIA WOULD WELCONE GOVERNORS WITHGLT FORMAL
INVITATIONS,
5. GOVERNOR ATIYEH SAID THnT A% THE ELECTID CialRMal

OF THE REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS' CONTERENCI WP LTLLD
WRITE TO THE 14 OTHER REPUBLICA" GOVERNTAZ AND
TELL THFE THAT SYRIA |5 IMTERESTED 1% EZ!NG ULDER-
STOOD BETTER AND WULLD VELCOME JITiTS Bi TdZ
GOVERNORS, AID CSUCGESTING THAT IF THEY RIZEIVE
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AN INVITATION THEY SHOULD ACCEPT IT. THE GOVERNOR
SAID THAT THE BEST MEANS TO ARRANGE A VISIT HOULD

BE ON THE BASIS OF A SYRIAN GOVERHHENT INVITATIO!N TO
COME AMD TO BRING A TRADE DELEGATION. ASSAD RESPONDED
THAT HE THOUGHT THAT WOULD BE POSSIBLE AHD FOR EXAMPLE
THE SYRIAN MINISTRY OF ECCHOHY COULD ISSUE SUCH AN
IMVITATION. THE NOTE TAKER WAS DIRECTED TO FOLLOW UP
ON THIS. ASSAD ALSO SUGGESTED THAT INVITATIONS COULD
BE SEMT THROUGH THE SYRIAN AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON

6. GOYERNOR ATIYEH SAID THAT ARRANGING SUCH EXCHANGES
WOULD NOT [N [TSELF 30LVE TNE PROBLEMS OF MISUIIDERSTANDING,
BUT IT COULD BE A BEGINNING. HE MENTIONED THAT DURING

HIS VISIT TO SYRIA, THE TWO TELEVISION TEAMS

FROM OREGON HAD SENT BACK BY SATELLITE FOOTAGE WHICH
APPEARED EVERY NIGHT IN OREGON AND THAT WAS HELPFUL.

THE GOVERNOR SAID IT WAS INPORTANT FOR PEOPLE AT HOMNE

TO KNOW ABOUT THE ACTIVITIES OF THEIR GOVERNOR [N

SYRIA. ASSAD SAID HE AGREED

7. TWICE LATER IN THE CONVERSATION, GOVERNOR ATIVEH
RETURNED T0 THE SPECIFIC IDEA OF AMERICAN GOVERNORS
VISITING SYRIA. AT ONE POINT HE SALD THAT IT UAS
FINE TO HAVE U.S. CONGRESSHEN AKD SENATORS HAIING
VISITS, BUT ASSAD SHOULD KNOW THAT CONGRESSNEN AND
SENATORS ARE ELECTED OUT OF THE INDIVIDUAL STATES AND
IF ONE INVITED GOVERKORS FROM THOSE STATES CHE COULD
IN EFFECT "BUILD FIRES AT KOIE". THE GOVERIHOR ASKED
IF SYRIA HAD EVER RECEIVED AN OFFICIAL VISIT BY A
U.S. GOVERNOR BEFORE, AHD A3SAD SAID HE THOUGHT THIS
WAS THE FIRST ONME. GOVERMOR ATIYEH THEH RECOUNTED

AN EXPERIENCE HE HAD KAD 1N L9GE WHEN HI WAS ON THE
PLATFORH COMMITTEE OF THE REPUELICAN PARTY A PROPOSED
PROVIDING AMERICAN ARHS EQUALLY TO THE COUNITRIES OF ~
THE MIDDLE EAST, A"PROPOSAL WHICH HAD EVORED A VERY
ANGRY RESPONSE FROM SENATOR JAVITS, WHICH WAS 50
HEATED THAT THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN EVERETT DIRKSON
RAD TN APOLOGIZE FOR JAVITS® BEKAVIOR. ASSAL SAID
THAT STORY WAS AN EXAMPLE OF THE BLIND FAHATICISH

AND BIAS IN FAVOR OF ISRAEL UHICH ASSAD SAID NE KNEW
ABOUT 1IN SEMATOR JAVITS. GOVERNOR ATIYEN SAID THE
POINT HE WAHTED TO MAKE WAS THAT A PERSOH WITH THOSE
VIEWS GETS ELECTED IN HEW YORK STATE BUT IF THE
PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF lich YORK UNDERSTOQOD 1HE
SITUATION THEY WOULD HOT ELECT JAVITS. ASZAD SAID

HE APPRECIATED THAT VERY HUCH.

8. LATER THE GOVERMOR RETURKED TO THE OUESTION AND
SAID AGAIN THAT HE PLANNED TO WRITE A LETTER TO THE
OTHER REPUBLICAN GOVEKNORS AND WOULD SUGGEST THEY
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CONE OME AT A TINE 10 THE MIDGLE Er51 AND BRING DELEGA-
TIONS WITK THEIL.  Tri GOvERUOR HCYED THET THERE IO
ALSO AN ORGANIZATIC, 0F MRAE ARERICHNs, THE LAKA,
WHICH PERFORNS A DIiFFERENT FUNCTION BULT WHAT HL IS
PROPOSING 1S BRINGING KMERICANS 0D #PE HOT CF wRuB
ORIGIH TO THE MIDOLE E&LT 11 ORDLR TC EROADEN Tht
UMDERSTAND 1l OF 1HE ANERICAN FEOFEE, ASSAD SalD
HE THOUGHT 11 MaS A VERY GOOU IDEr

9, HMOST OF THE TWO HOUR DISCUSSIG WS SPENT ON
THE MORE GEHERAL QUCSTION OF SYnIRN-#HERICAN
RELATIONS Il A SUBSTANTIVE SCHIE. GOVIRHOR

ATIYEM OPEMED THAT DISCUSSION BY 3aYING WS A VERY
DEVOUT AMERICAI Ht WHEW THAT THE CCURSE THE UNITED
STATES HAD TaléN WAS HOT IH THE BLST INTERESIS OF
KIS COUNTRY. ASGMD INTERJECTED THAT HE HAD SAID
EXACTLY THAT 10 ALL AMERICEN OFFICIALS THAT HE NAD
MET., CONTIHUING, THE GOVERNOR SAID HL KHEW THERE
HUST BE A SOLUTION (TO BILATERAL DIFFERENGES) SOME-
WHERE, HOVEVER HE DID NOT hiiCW WMERL IT WAS  BUT
EVERYTHING HE HAD HEARD MADE 11 CLEAR TO HIM THAT
SYRIA DOLS VWANT PLACE AND DOES NGT WANT WAR. THE
GOVERHOR SAID HE FIRMLY BELIEVED THE AMERICAK
PEGPLE ALSO WnilT PLACE, HE SAID HE WHEW THET THE
RELATIONS BETWCEN THE U.G. AND SYRIA  WERE WOT
VERY STRONG AID HE WAS AMARE OF ANZRICA™S LACK

OF CREDIDILITY WITH THE SYRIMI GOVERNNENT, BUT

HE WOULD LIKE TO ZEE {F THERE WAL WY WAY THE
UNITED STATES COULD WORK MITH THE SYRVAH GOVERN-
MENY BECAUSF SYRIA SEEMED TO KF CTANDING ALOKE.
THE GOVERNOR SAID AE DID NOY F50Y IF KE COUIL Gt

A MESSENGER, AND HE NCTED PARLUTHLTICALLY THAT HE

CONFIDENT 1AL
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WAS NOT PART OF THE U.S. ADMINISTRATION, BUT HE

SAID THAT AS AN AHERICAN CITIZEN WITH A HIGH ELECTIVE
OFFICE AND OF ARAB BACKGROUND HE WOULD LIKE

TO BE HELPFUL IN ANY WAY HE COULD, EVEN IN A SMALL
WAY.

10. AT THAT POINT THE GOVERNOR SAID H DID HAVE

ONE MESSAGE THAT HE WANTED TO CONVEY TO PRESIDENT
ASSAD BECAUSE |T HAD BEEN GIVEN TO HIH AT THE

STATE DEPARTMENT BY ACSISTANT SECRETARY MURPHY

T0 BRING TO SYRIA. THE GOVERKOR SAID HE HAD NOT
GIVEN THIS MESSAGE TO ANYOME ELSE, HE SAID THE
HESSAGE WAS THAT THE U.5. ADMINISTRATION AND THE
STATE DEPARTHENT WAMT TO OPEN UP LINES OF COMMUNICA-
TION AND DISCUSSION WITH ASSAD  HE SAID THAT WAS

THE OHLY MESSAGE HE WAS CARRYING FROM THE U.S.
ADMINISTRATION, BUT HE ADDED IT WAS WORTHY OF DIS-
CUSSION AND THOUGHT PRESIDENT ASSAD OUGHT TO KHOW THERE
WAS STRONG AMERICAN DESIRE TO HAVE A DISCUSSION WITH
THE SYRIAN GOVERNMEMT IN APPROPRIATE WAYS.

11. ASSAD RESPONDED BY SAYING FIRST THAT HE AGREED
WITH THIS PROPOSITION. THEN ASSAD LAUNCHED (NTO

A LENGTHY DISCUSSIOH OF U.S. POLICY,WHICH HE OPENED
BY SAYING THAT THE U.S. ADMIN{STRATION LACKED
CREDIBILITY. HE SAID THERE HAD BEEMN MAHY MWIDE
OPENIHGS IN THE PAST BUT UNFORTUNATELY THE U.S.

HAD NOT [MPLEMEMTED COHMITHMENTS IT HAD TAKEN UPOH
ITSELF. ASSAD SAID “WE HAVE FELT THAT U S. ENVOYS
OR OFFICIALS WHO COME OUT HERE ARE MERE CARRIERS

OF ISRAEL| POSITIONS. WE DO NOT FEEL THEY

SPEAK T0 US AS AMERICAMNS SERVING THE INTEREGTS OF
THE UNITED CTATES OR CARRYING THE RESPOHSHIBILITY

OF THE UNITED STATES TOWARDS THE RREA.“ ASSAD

SAID IT LOOKS AS IF ISRAEL IS THE SUPER POWER AND
IT 1S SEHDING AMERICAN ENVOYS HERE. x
12, CONTINUING, AGSAD 3AID THAT
AN EXAMPLE AMBASSADOR HuBIB. HE SAID "I DON'T
LIKE HIM, AND | WOULD PREFER ANY OTHER AMERICAN
OVER HIM, BECAUSE | BELIEVE HE WAS ABLE TO CHEAT
US MORE. HE HAD A CHANCE TO CHEAT UZ BECAUSE HE
WAS OF ARAB ORIGIM LHD FPANKLY THIS FACT HAD

MM EFFPCT OM 1T RECuSE WE E'PFCTFD THE NPPO"ITE
FROM HIM THAT HE WOULD HAVE TOME T(EZ TO UZ.*
EXPLAINING, ASSAD SAID THERE WAS WM ARuB PROVERB
THAT THE BETRAYAL OF CLOSE RELATIVES 13 FAR MORE
HARMFUL THAN THAT OF » DIGTANT PERSON, AND THAT
THERE WAS ANOTHER KRAB PROVERB THAT ZAID THE
INJUSTICE OF THE CLOCEST RELATIVE [T THARPER THAN
THE VWELL-CHARPENED SWORD.  THEW PREZIDENT A3CAD

HE WOULD CITE AS
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IN AN APPARENT REFERENCE 10 THE DISCUSSION OF

JUNE 1B, 1982 W!TH AMBACZLOOR HARIE (WHICH HE

AND OTHER SYRIAN CFF)ICILLZ HAVE MEWTIONED REPEATEDLY
IN RECENT HMCNTHZ. SAID THAT HE HAD ASKED HABIB WHAT
HAD HAPPENED TO MAKE THE UNITED STTES COMTRADICT
WHAT SYRIA AND AMERICA HSD AGREED UPON BAZED UPON

A MRITTEN MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT REAGAN. ASSAD

SAID THAT SYRIA ONLY ASKED THE UKITED STATES TO
IMPLEMENT AGREEMENTS AHD ABIDE BY AGREEMENTS THE
U.S. IS CONMHMITTED TO. &w33AD SAID WHEN HE HAD ASKED
HABIB ABOUT THIS, HABIB'S ONLY ANSWER WAS THAT WHAT
HAD HAPPENED HAD NOT BEEN WHAT THE UNITED STATES

HAD WANTED TO HAPPEN, WHICH WA: LIkt THE ANCWER

OF AN IMCAPACITATED CHILD, ASSAD SwiD.

13. ASSAD RECALLED THAT HE HAD TOLD THIS STORY TO
SECRETARY SHULTZ DURING THE SECRETARY'S VISIT TO
DAMASCUS AND HAD SAID THAT HABIB'Z EXPLAMATION HMEANT
ONE OF TWO THINGS, EITHER THE UNITED STATES IS
COLLUDING WITH ISRAEL TO UHMOERTAKE AGGRESSION
AGAINST SYRIA, OR THE UNITED STATES {S UNABLE T0O
INPLEMENT WHAT IT HAS COMMITTED ITSELF TO. HE

SAID THAT EVEM SECRETARY SHULTZ HAD NO ANSMER

FOR THIS, AND THE COMCLUSION WAS THEREFORE THAT
LIOHISH S MAKING "SOME PEOPLE" LIVE IN FEAR OF
INTIMIDATION. ASSAD SAID THAT SYRIA HAS FELT
THROUGHOUT THE YEARS THAT ANYTHING TIOHISH WANTS

TO HAPPEN WilLlL HAPPEN.

t4. ASSAD THEN MEWTIOMNED AS ANOTHER EXAHMPLE A
CONVERSATION HE HAD HAD DURING THE VISIT OF

»
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COBEL HAMILTON 10 DAMASCUS (HOVEMBER 17, 1982)
ASSAD SAID TIAY ONE OF THE CONGRESSIEN N HAMILTON'S
CODEL EXPRESSED HIMZELF IN A WAY THAT WAS UNLIKE
THAT OF A CONGRESSMAN AND ASSAD WONRERED IF HE

WAS REPRESENTATIVE OF ISRAEL RATHER THal OF THE U.S.
ASSAD SAID THAT THESt PEOPLE WERE ALTO TALKIHG ABOUT
PEACE. HE SAID "I HAVE DQUBTS THAT THE U.S.
ADMIMSTRATION WalTS PEACE. IN A SENSC YOU ARE
BELITTLHHIG OUk INTELLIGENCE BECAUSE PEACL DOES

NOT MEAN NERE WOHDS " AGSAD SAID ANERICANS TALK OF
PEACE EUT ABLERICAN NEWSPAPERS PUBLISH THE MEWS THAT
THE U.S. IS FLANiINING TO GIVE THREE BILLICH DOLLARS
I AID TO ISRALL.  ASCAR ACKED "DON'T YOU SEE THAT
YOU ARE NOT EFLANCED AND THAT TINS DOCS KT HELP
PEACE AHD |T DOEC HOT MELP ANYONE LODOW AT U.S.
FOREIGN POLICY WITH ANYTHING EUT APPREMERTZION. "
ASSAD THEN CITLD SOME LTATISTHCS O &neRICAN AID

TD ISRAEL AND SAID TWAT HE BELIEVED THAT Y0 PERCENT
OF THE TRIRD WORiD FOPULATION HAD AM IHCOHE BELOW
THAT WHICH THE siERICAN TAXPAYER PKCYIDCD TO EACH
ISRAELT CLTI70h, &ND (1 ADDITION THE U, 3. PROVIDED
THE MOST MODLRN WLAPCHRY TO ISRAEL

15, CONTINUING, AJSAD SALD THAT SVRIA 1S NOT

AT ALL TRYING TO CUT OFF DIalCJUE WITH THE UNITED
STATES, BUT WdEN YHL UNITED STATES DISTUSZES

ISSUES WITH SYRIA "THEY WANT U% TO LELL ONMT OUR
PRINCIPLES AND YANT US TO SUBNMIT TO IGRAEL"S WILL
AND BE SMALL AID WEAK, WHILE ISRHEL IS STRONGER
THIS WILL HOT HAPPEN. ™ ASGAD ADNITTED THaT CHANGE
TAKES TIHE, wilD HE SAID THAT SYRIn #00 THL RRAES
ARE STILL I & BaCRWARD STATE, BUT ixiy wRE LOVILG
AHEAD BRIGKLY. 4aSSAD SAID THAT LHOEVER LOOK AT

THE FUTURL GUJECTIVELY WILL SAY TiaT THE EUTURE
DOES NOT FAVOR I1SRAEL.

16. THEN AS5RD REFERRED VO HIS RLCENT iHTERVILY

WITH HEMRY GRUNWALD OF TIME NAGAZIHD W10 HAD AShED
HiM ABOUT TiE U.Z. POSITION IH Tt AKLA. SSHD

SAID HE HAD REPLIEC THAT THE ANERICAN PRESIDENT

DOES MOT FOLIOVW POLICY BASED Cf THE (NTEREST OF

THE AMERICAI PUELIC 6UT CHLY OH IHE YO1ES OF

AHCRICAN JEWL WH0 DO NOT PROGOTL sNMCFICMN INTERESTS
FIRST, CUT FATHER ISRAELD IHTEFLSIL. alspf SALD

“THIS 1§ OUK CHrotliC FROBLEM Bu! %o »RY ReadY T0
DISCUSS THE (1SSUES OFEN-MIMDEDLY."

17, #25nD THEN SAID HE HAD TO!D AN AMERICAH RECENTLY,
HE THOUGHT 11 W&S ANEAZSADOR P.CATLLI, THAT 1IN OXRCtR
TO HAVE Al PCTINE DIALOWUE WITH SYRIA THE AMERICANS
SHOULD PUT DOWH THEIR GUNS. HE 3AID IN A RESPOUGE

HSCE-00
S3u-01
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TO A MESSAGE BROUGFT TC HIM BY AMBASSADOK PAGANELLI
HE HAD STATED THAT PATRIOTIC AND PAN-ZRAE INTERESTS
MIST ALWAYS BE OM THE TWBLE &nD ARE 10T SUBJECT

TO BARGAINING., HE SaID UNFORTUNATELY THE ANBASSOCOR
HAD BEOUGHT A MESSESE OF WARHING, NHOTING Tuad Or
COURSE TH1IS WAS HOT FACANELLE'S MESSAGE RUT A
MESGAGE FROM THE U S  GOVERNHENT. it RESPONSE,

ASSAD SAID THAY HE ACrED ThE SMBASSADOR TO TELL

THE PRESIDENT THAT THE ANERICANL MESSHGE WAS HOT

WISE BECAUSE (M DEALIfG ¥ITH SYRIK THROUGHOUT THE
YEARS THL AMERICANS SHOULD HAVE UNDERSTO0D TiE
NATURE OF THE SYRIANS AlD MOW SYRIA WOULD ANSWER
SUCH A LETTER. IF WISDOIl HAD FREVAILED, THE
AHERICAMS WOULD NOT HAVF SENT THAT MESSAGE 1N THE
FIRST PLACE.  (COMNENT: ASSAD WAS APPARENTLY
REFERRING TO H1S NEET!ie OF FEB 8 WIlil ANBALSADOR
PAGAKELL) -- SEE DAMALCUS §0¢2 -- CONCERNING RULES OF
EMGAGEMENT [N LEBALOI.)

1. ASSAD ADDED THAT A U.S. OFFICIAI SPOKESHAN

IN RESPONSE TO A OUESTION, HAD SAID THAT TIE PRESI-
DENTS OF THE UNITED STATES AMD OF SYRIA HAD 0}
EXCHANGED MESSAGES BUT THE SYRIAM GOVLRNUENT SPORES-
MAN SAID THAT MESSAGES WiD BEEM EXCHONGED.  ALGAN
SAID THAT SYRIA HAS HOT MaUE PUBLIC THAT THE U.S.
HAD “WARNED AND THREATLHID SYRIA", BUT DLSTITE THAT,
THE U.S. HAD MARE 175 STATEMEHT SO ASSKD HAD
INSTRUCTED WIS PRESL SECRETARY THAT Af ASKED FURTHER
ABOUT THIS QUESTICH niiD PERSISTENT DENYIIG OF THE

TIAL
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U.S. LETTER, SYRIA SHOULD PUBLISH BOTH OF THEH

19, ASSAD COtICLUDED, “THIS IS OUR CHRONIC PROBLEM,
BUT WE DO WELCOME A DIALOGUE." PRESIDENT ASSAD THEN
MENTIOHED THAT HE KHEW ASSISTANT SECRETARY MURPHY
WELL AND THAT HE HAD BEEN THE FIRST AHMERJCAN AHBASSADOR
AFTER THE RESUMPTION OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH
THE U.S., AND THAT RE WAS A GOOD HMAN. ASSAD ALSU
MENTIONED THAT AMBASSADOR SEELYE HAD BEEN A GOOD

AND OBJECTIVE ANBASSADOR AS WELL, WHO HAD BEEW &
SUPPORTER OF AMERICAN INTERESTS A{iD HAD EXPRESSED
AHERICAM POLICY WELL. HE SAID AHMBAHSADOR SEELYE,
WHO HAD BEEN BORN IN BEIRUT AND WAS A HATIVE
AMERICAN, HAD DONE H!S BEST TO IIIPROVE RELATIONS
WITH SYRIA AND AFTER HIS RETIREMENT HIS PERSONAL
VIEWS CAME OUT INTO THE OPEN AND 1T WAS SEEN THAT
THESE VIEWS WERE NOT THE SAME AS U.S. POLICY.

28, GOVERNOR ATIYEH THEN ASKED IF ASSAD CONSIDERED
1T NECESSARY OR INPORTANT THAT THE UHITED STATES

BE INVOLVED IN WORIKING TOWARD A SOLUTION OF THE
MIDDLE EAST’S PROBLEMS. THE GOVERNOR SAID HE
BELIEVED THAT THE AHSWER WAS YES BUT WAHTFD

ASSAD’S VIEW AND WHAT WAS REQUIRED OF THE UNITED
STATES. ASSAD RESPOHDED WITHOUT HESITATION: “TO

BE NEUTRAL AND UHBIASED. THE U.S. CANHOT PLAY A
CONSTRUCTIVE RDLE AS LONG AS IT IS ALIGHED WITH
ISRAEL. ¥ THE GOVERNOR SAID HE UNDERSTOOD ASSAD'S
POINT ABOUT BIAS BUT WANTED TO ASh AGAIN IF 1T

VOULD BE BETTER FOR THE U.S. TO STAND DOWH A BIT

OR REHIAN ENGAGED. ASSAD RESPOHDED, "WHEN IT

HAS NO CREDIBILITY, THE U.S. SHOULD STAY AWAY AS

FAR AS POSSIBLE."

21. THE GOVERHOR TRIED AGAIN,SAYING HE UNDERSTOOD _°
WHAT ASSAD WAS SAYING AND HE WOULD TRY TO DO
SOMETHING AGOUT AMERICAN CREDIBILITY, BUT HE

WANTED TO KNMOW IF AS3AD THOUGHT THE SUPER POWERS
SHOULD STAY 1HVOLVED OR GET OUT. IF THE U.S.

SHOULD BE PART OF A SETTLEMENT, HOW DOES OKE
ACHIEVE A SETTLLMENT WITH U.S. PARTICIPATION? ASGAD
RESPOHDED THAT THE TWO SUPER FOVERS CANNOT BE IGNORED
IN A BIG ISSUE LIKE THE MIDDLE EAST QUESTION. HE
SAID TRE ATNOSPHERE THAT EXIST3 BETWEEN THE TWO
SUPER POWERS A1 THE MOMENT IS, HOWEVER, AGGRAVATED
BY THE FACT THE U.S. IS ALIGNED WITH ISRAEL.

HOWEVER, MORE tMPORTANT IS THE Z10MIST INFLUENCE

IN THE UNITED STATES WHICH MAGHIFILS THIS INFLUEMCE.

22. GOVERNOR ATIYEH SAID HE WANTED TO TAK ASSAD’S
MESSAGE BACK TO THE UNITED STATES BUT WAMTED TO BE

Department Q/' State
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SURE HE UNDERSTOOD )T CORRECTLY  AS HE UNDERSTO0D
1T, THE UNITED STATES MAL 1O ABILITY T€ INTERCEDE

TO HELP IN THE RIDDLE €-47 HOW BECAUZE OF THE
INBALANCE OF 7S TREATHENT OF THE AREA; PEOPLE HERE
DO NOT HATE THE UNITED STnTES OR THE MILRICANS

BUT THEY ARE COMFUSED AtiD FRUSTRATED AS TO MY

THE ADMINISTRATION LOES HOT UNDERSTSND THE MIDDLE
EAST. PEOPLE IN THE ARnB WORLD WRE NOT ASKING

FOR SPECIAL TREATMENT FRCH THE UNITED STAVTES, THEY
ARE JUST ASKING FOR EQUAL TREATHENT. THE GOVERMOR
ASKED IF THAT WAS THL MESGAGE AND WAS THERE ANYTHING
IN ADDITION TO THAT, #S3AD RESPONDED THaT THE
GOVERNORS FORHULATIOH %AS CORRECT, ADDING THAT

IN LIGHT OF THAT PLRCEFTION, SYRIA WELCONES A
DIALOGUE WITH THE UNITED STA1ES.  ASKED AGAIN

IF THERE WAS AHMY OTHER MESSAGE FOR THE URITED
STATES, ASSAD SAID WHAT THE GOVERMNOR HAD FOSNULATED
EXPRESSES IT WELL. WE SmiD, "WHEN THEY ACCEPT THIS
WE WILL MOVE ON TO DISCUSSION OF OTHER THINGS."

THE GOVERNMOR NOTED THAT THERE WERE Mahy 15SUES OH
THE TABLE, TO WHICH ASSAD RESPONDED THAT SYRIA

WAS PREPARED TO DEAL WITH EVERYTHING

23, THEN THE GOVERIOR SAID HE WANTED 70 SPEAK FRANKLY
AND HE WAS GLAD THERE WERE 1OT OTHER PEOPLE IN

THE ROOM TO HEAR WHAT HE Wu3 ABOUT TO SAY WiHICH HE
WANTED TO EXPRESS VERY HUCH FROM HIS MEART. HE SAID
THAT IF THERE 1S AKY PLACE N THE WORLD WHLRE THERE
15 REAL AFFECTION FOR THE UNITED S1ATLS IT IS IH

-
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THE MIDDLE EAST. HE SAID THAT ASSAD MIGHT REMEMBER
AFTER WORLD WAR |1, THE UNITED STATES WAS TRYING TO
"BUY THE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES" TO KEEP THEM OUT OF THE
SOVIET SPHERE OF INFLUENCE, WHILE THE UNITED STATES
TOOK OUR "REAL FRIENDS" FOR GRANTED. ASSAD INTERJECTED
WITH THE COHHENT THAT ALSO THE REVERSE WAS TRUE: THE
U.S. IS THE ONE THAT IS BENIFITTING FROM THE WEALTH OF
THE HIDDLE EAST BECAUSE THE OIL REVENUIS ARE GOING

TO THE UNITED STATES. CONTINUING, GOVERNOR ATIYEH SAID
THAT IN HIS EXPERIENCE, LOVE AND AFFECTION CAMNOT

BE DEMANDED OF THE PEOPLE, THEY EITHER GIVE IT OR

THEY DO NOT,OF THEIR OWN ACCORD. HE WAS NOT ABLE

TO TELL THE OREGONIANS TO RESPECT HiM JUST BECAUSE

HE IS GOVERNOR; THY WOULD GIVE HIM RESPECT OR NOT

THE GOVERNOR SAID IT WAS VERY CLEAR TO HIM THAT THE
PEOPLE [N SYRIA GENERALLY LOVE AND RESPECT PRESIDENT
_ASSAD. _. ASSAD INTERJECTED THAT WAS"ONE OF THE GRACES
OF GOD.“ THE GOVERNOR SAID THAT WAS ALSO A BLESSING
OF THE MAN. THE GOVERNOR SAID THAT HE WANTED TO SAY
SINCERELY THAT AS GOVERNOR PERHAPS HE CAN DO SOMETHING
TO HELP. AT LEAST IN COMING HERE HE DID NOT WANT

TO CAUSE ANY KARM. ASSAD RESPONDED BY SAYING THAT

ON THE CONTRARY IF THERE IS A POSITIVE ROLE TO

PLAY HERE TO BE OF ASSISTANGE, SURELY THE MOST

LIKELY PERSON TO PLAY THAT AS FAR AS SYRIA IS CONCERNED
IS A YOUNG SYRIAN CHILD WHO IS NOW IN A POSITION OF
POWER IN THE UNITED STATES. ASSAD SAID "WE ARE HAPPY
THAT A U.S. GOVERNOR IS OF SYRIAN ORIGIN."

24, AT THE END OF THE TWO-HOUR CONVERSATION, AS THE
GOVERNOR TOOK HIS LEAVE, HE SAID THAT HE HOPED TO
HELP SYRIA AND ITS EFFORTS FOR PEACE.

25. COMMENT: PRESIDENT ASSAD WAS RELAXED AND CORDIAL
THROUGHOUT THIS MEETING WITH GOVERNOR ATIYEH. HE WAS
OBVIOUSLY--PLEASED TO SEE A “NATIVE SON" WHO HAD-ATTAINED
A HIGH ELECTIVE OFFICE IN THE UNITED STATES, AND GRATI-
FIED TO HEAR THE GOVERNOR EXPRESS UNDERSTAMD{MG OF
SYRIAN VIEWS. ASSAD USED THE OPPORTUNITY TO REITERATE
SOME OF HIS WELL-KNOWM COMPLAINTS ABOUT U.S.POLICY [N
THE AREA, AND (N THIS THERE WAS NOT MUCH NEW. ASSAD

WAS SHARPER IN HIS CRITICISH OF AMBASSADOR HABIB THAN

WE HAVE HEARD KIM BEFORE; APPAREMTLY THE ATIYEH

VISIT FOCUSED HI% ATTENTION ON THE QUESTION OF ARAB-
AMERICANS AND HE MADE HIS REMARKS ABOUT HABIB TO
EMPHASIZE THE POINT THAT HE FELT THE U.5. HAD MOT KEPT
TO ITS COMMITHENTS. ONCE AGAIM, ASSAD REFERRED TO HIS
JUNE 10, 1982 MEETING WITH HABIB IN WHICH HE CLAIMS

THE U.S. HMADE A "COMMITHENT" TO ENSURE A CERSE-FIRE

AND ISRAEL! WITHDRAWAL: Hi3 DISTORTED VERSIOH OF THAT
MEETING IS SOMETHING WE HAVE TRIED REPEATEDLY TO CORRECT,

I =1y
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“BUT ASSAD SEEMS TO HAVE STUCK IN HIS MIND THE ERRONEOQUS
CONCLUSION THAT WE REMEGED. I 1S ALSO INTERESTING

THAT HE REMEMBERS OUR ME3SAGE OF FEBRUARY ¢ AS A "THREAT".
ASSAD‘S REMARKS ON THE U.S. WERE TOUGH, BU1 HE DELIVERED
THEM IN A TONE MORE OF SADNESS THKM OF ANGER, AND

HE MADE A POINT OF REITERATING HIS INTEREST M CON-
TINVING THE DIALOGUE WITH THE 1).S., AND IN SEEING THE
NECESSITY OF A U.S. ROLE, IF UHBIASED.

26. COMMENT CONTIHUED: PRICR TO TRE MEETING, CHARGE
HAD CAREFULLY BRIEFED GOVERNCR ATIYEH OM ALL MAJOR
CURREMT ISSUES. CHARGE HAD GPLCIFICALLY AIKED THAT
THE GOVERNOR RAISE THE QUESTION OF TERRORI:M AND THE
ABDUCTION OF BEIRUT POLITICAL OFFICER BUCKLEY, AND HAD
SUGGESTED THAT THE GOVERMOR FROBE ASSAD ON SYRIA'S
VIEW OF THE LAUSANNE CONWFEREMCE AND THE NE)LT STEPS

IN LEBANON, INCLUDING SYRIA'S IDEAS ON WITHDRAWAL OF
FOREIGN FORCES. THE GOVERNOR DID RAISE THE TERRORISH
ISSUE AND THE BUCKLEY CASE (SEPTEL), BUT HE HAD HIS
OWN AGENDA FOR THE MEETING AND HE CHOSE NOT TO RAISE
LEBANON AT ALL. IN THE END HE SEEMS TO HA\E COME
ACROSS TO ASSAD AS A SINCERE AWD CONCERMED AMERICAN
WHO WANTS TO DO HIS PART TO IMPROVE BILATEFRAL,
RELATIONS., ASSAD APPEARED QUITE INTERESTEL IN
SUPPORTING THE GOVERNOR'S IDEA TO PROMOTE MORE SUCH
VISITS BY AMERICAM STATE DELEGATIONS TO SYFIA, TO HELP
THE AMERICAN PUBLIC “UNDERSTAND" THE ISSUE: BETTER

END COMMENT.

27. NOTE: FOLLOWING THE MEETING WITH ASSED, GOVERNOR
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ATIYEH RETURNED 70 HIS HOTEL AND GAVE AN INTERVIEW
WITH SYRIAN TELEVISION (WHICH WAS BROADCAST IN PART
*THE SAME EVENING ON PRIME TIME TV) AND WITH THE
REPORTER FROM OREGON' S CHANNEL TwWO TELEVISICN, AS
WELL AS WITH THE REPORTER OF THE OREGONIAN NEWSPAPER.
IN TALKING WITH THE AMERICAN JOURNALISTS, GOVERNOR
ATIYEH SAID, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT HE HAD CARRIED
ONE OFFICIAL MESSAGE FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT, WHICH
WAS TO ASK ABOUT THE POSSIBI1LITY OF OPNING (MORE)
LINES OF COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE U. S, AND SYRTIA

TO WHICH ASSAD HAD SAID THIS WAS POSSIBLE BUT THE
TIME WAS NOT RIPE FOR IT NOw. IN RESPOINSE TO A
FOLLOWUP QUESTION ON THAT PART OF THE EACHANGE WITH
ASSAD, THE GOVERNOR SAID THAT ASSAD HAD INDICATED HE
WAS LOOKING FOR SIGMNS FROM THE U. S, ADMINISTRATION
THAT IT WAS EVENHAMDED IN ITS POLICY. THE GOVERIMOR
ALSO TOLD THE PRESS HE HAD RAISED-THE ISSUE OF
TERRORISM, WHICH ASSAD HAD SAID HE DID NOT SUPPORT.
ASKED ABQOUT ASSAD’ S HEALTH, THE GOVERNMNOR SAID THE
PRESIDENT "LOOKS GOOD". FINALLY, ASKED WHAT IMPACT
HIS VISIT wOULD HAVE ON BILATERAL RELATIOMS, THE
GOVERNOR SAID HE DID NOT KNOW, BUT HE EXPECTED THAT
THE STATE DEPARTMENT WOULD WANT TO FIND OUT WHAT HE
HAD LEARNED HERE AND HE HOPED HE COULD BE HELPFUL.

28., BEIRUT MINIMLZE CONSIDERED. RUGH
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