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An Act to help maintain peace, security, anti atablllty In the We-tern Pac:lflc 
. · and to promote the foreign policy of the United Statea by authorizing the 

• · , continuation of commercial~ culturatt and other relation• betwe~n the 
people of the United States and the people on Taiwan, and for other pur. 
pose•. • 

' . 

. Taiwan Relations 
Act. 

Be it ·enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the· 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 

22 usc 3301 
note. 

22 usc 3301. ' 
' 

SHORT TITLE 

SECTION 1. This Act may be cited as the "Taiwan Relations Actu. 

r1NDINQ8 AND DICOLAI\It.TION ·or POLICY 

SEc. 2. (a) The President having terminated governmental relations 
· between the Vnited States and the governing authorities on Taiwan 

recognized by the United States as the Republic of China prior to 
January l, 1979, the Congress fmds that the enactment of this Act is 
necessary-

(1) to hel~ maintain peace, security, and stability in the 
Western Pactfic; and . 

(2) to promote the foreign policy of the United States by 
authorizing the continuation of commercial, cultural, and other 
relations between the people of the United States and the people 

· on Taiwan. 
(b) It is the the United 

. · · es£1' T~ 'llti . rom ~~f18iver' close, and fri~ndly 

-
commefl:a · · an o er re a 1ons netween the people of 
the Onl ~tet v a -the people on Taiwan, as well as the people 
on the China mainland and all other peoples of the Western 

. ...___/ 

Pacific area· • · · 
(2) to decl re that ~eace aud stability in the area are in the 

polittcal, security, ana economic interests of the United States, 
and are matters ot' inten1ational concern; 

(3) to make clear that the United States decision to establish 
diplo~~tic r~laticms -with the J>eople's Republic of China rests 
if!}b · .r Fi 6.-.pe&twn ·that the future of Taiwtt.n-;vill. be deter-
m~ne by· ac:eful means; · , . . . 

(4) to~ccqside · anyteffort. to determine thP-'.future of TA.t~an- by 
othet-thtui peacef!ll means, including by OO.ycotta or emb rgces, a 
tlir. . 't' fu · the'·}?.e~ce ·an!i security of the Western Pacific ii:tea and 
ofg .. aVe collC'ei'n ro bhe Un'tedStateai . _ .. 

, {5) · · p vide Taiwan· wit~ :arma of a defensiv~ cha~ac.t~r· and 
( ) :o m nWn t.he capac1ty of the United States ,u elst any 

-~ · rt to· f~l'oo· or ether r. rms of coercion that would jeopardize 
t:te ,, ·,o!udt '1 'l the &ocieJ or economic sys~m, of th~ people on 

· ·'l'ai . a. ;· ~ ·· :.. · · '· ... · ; · · 1-';'J. • : . · • .,. 
(c) Nothing ontained in this Act. shall con~('.y:e:>e the int{!res~ of 

the United St-:1i.t1s iu hu.man l'igl ta, espe':'islly ~.' it.L ro~pe;. i; 'to the 
.. 

·' ' • I a • I •, ~ •~ 
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human rights of all the approximately eighteen million inhabitants 
· ofTai•van. The preservation and enhancement of the human rights of 

all ~he people on Taiwan are hereby reaffirmed .as objectives of the 
Umted States. : · 

'lMPLEMENTATION OF UNITED STATES POLICY WITH REGARD TO TAIWAN 

SEc. 3. (a) In furtherance of the policy set forth in section 2 of this 
Act, the United States will make available to Taiwan such defense 
articles and defense services in such quantity as may be necessary to 
enable Taiwan to maintain a sufficient self-defense capability. 
. (b) The President and the Congress shall determine the nature and 
quantity of such defense articles and services based solely upon their 
judgment of the needs of Taiwan, in accordance with procedures 
established by law. Such determination of Taiwan's defense needs 
shall include review by United States military authorities in connec­
tion with recommendations to the President and the Congress. 

(c) The President is directed to inform the Congress promptly. of any 
threat to the security or the social or economic system of the I!_eople 
on Taiwan and any danger to the interests of the United States 
arising therefrom. The President and the Congress shall determine, 
in accordance with constitutional processes, appropriate action by 
the United States in response to any such _danger. · 

. APPLICATION OF LAWS; -~RNATIONAL AGREEMENTS 

. ' SEc. 4. (a)' The absence of diplomatic relations or recognition shall 
not affect the application of the laws of the United States with respect 
to Taiwan, and the laws of the United States shall apply with resl:)ect 

Taiwan in the manner that the laws of the United States applied 
with respect to Taiwan prior to January 1, 1979. 

(b) The application of subsection (a) of this section shall include, but 
shall not be limited to, the following: 

(1) Whenever the laws of the United States refer or relate to 
,. , foreign countries, nations, states, governmen~. or similar enti­

ties, such terms shall include, and such laws shall apply with 
'~ respect. to Taiw~. . ·. 

(2) Whenever authorized by or pursuant to the laws of the 
United States to conduct or carry out programs, transactions, or 
oth~r relations with respect to foreign countries, nations, states, 
governments,~. or similar entities, the President or any agency of 
the United btates Government is authorized to conduct and 
carry out, in accordance with section 6 of this Act, such pro­
grams, transactiotu11 and other relations with respect to Taiwan 
(including, but not !united to, the performance of services for the 
United States through contracts with commercial entities on 

~ Taiwan), in accordance with the applicable laws of the United 
States. . ·. 

• <3XA) The absence of diplomatic relations and reco~ition with 
. .' . respect to Taiwan shall not abrogate, infringe, modify, deny, or 

·: otherwise affect in any way any rights or obligations (including V but not limited .to those involving contracts, debts, or prQperty 
interests of any kind) under the laws of the United States 
heretofore. or hereafter acquired by or with respect to Taiwan. 

(B) For 'all . purposes under the laws of the United States, 
including actions many court in the United States, recognition 
of the People's Republic of China shall not affect in any way the 
ownership of or other rights or interests in properties, tangible 

93 STAT. 15 
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·:· ~-. ~: \' · ·, . · ·and intangible, and other things of value, owned or held on or 
· .. .. :· prior to December 81, 1978, or thereafter acquired or earned by 

.:·· ' · . the governing authorities on Taiwan. 

42 USC.2011 
note. 
22 usc 3201 
note. .· 

8 usc 1152. 

• 

Treaties and 
other 
international 
agreements, 
congressional 
approval. 

Investment 
projects, 
insurance, 
reinsurance, 
loana or 
guaranties. 

I 

22 usc 3304. 
22 usc 2191. 

(4) Whenever the application of the laws of the United States 
depends upon the law that is or was applicable on Taiwan or 

.. compliance therewith, the law applied by the people on Taiwan 
shall be considered the applicable law for that purpose. 

(5) Nothin~ in thiS Act, nor the facts of the President's action in 
.extending d1plomatic recognition to the People's Republic of 
China, the absence of diplomatic relations between the people on 
Taiwan and the United States, or the lack of recognition by the 
United States, and attendant circumstances thereto, shall be 

• construed in any administrative or judicial proceeding as a basis 
· ·for any United States Government agency, commission, or 

department to make a-fmding of fact or determination of law. 
under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 and the Nuclear Non- . 
Proliferation Act of 1978, to deny an export license application or 
to revoke an existing export license for nuclear exports to 
Taiwan. , · 

. (6) For purposes of the Immigration and. Nationality A_ct. 
Taiwan may be treated in the manner. specified in the fll'St 
sentence of section 202(b) of that Act. -. · · 

(7) The capacity of Taiwan to sue and be sued in courts in the 
United States in accordance with the laws of the United States, 
shall 'not be abrogated, infringed, modified, denied, or otherwise 
affected in any way by the absence of diplomatic relations or 
recognition. 

(8) No requirement, whether expressed or implied, under the 
laws of the United States with _respect to maintenance of diplo­
matic relations or recognition shall be applicable with respect to 
Taiwan. 

(c) For all purposes, including actions in any court in the United 
States, the Congress approves the continuo.tion in force of all treaties 
and other international agreements, including multilateral conven­
tions, entered into by the United States and the governing authorities 
on Taiwan recognized by the United States as the Republic of China . 
prior to January 1, 1979, and in force between them on December 31, 
.1978, unless and until terminated in accordance with law . 

. (d) Nothing in this Act may be construed as a basis for supporting 
the exclusion or expulsion of Taiwan from continued membership in 
any international rtnancial institution or any other international 

. t' . ' -orgaruza 1on. . . ~ .. :• ., . . . .-

OVERSEAS PRiVATE INVESTMENT CORPORATION 

SEc. 5. (a) During the three-year period beginning on the date of 
enactment of this Act, the $1,000 per capita income restriction in 
clause (2) of the second undesignated paragraph of section 231 of the 
Foreign Assistance Act' of 1961 shall not restrict the activities of the 
Overseas Private Investment Corporation in determining whether to 
provide any insurance, reinsurance, loans, or guaranties with respect 
to investment projects on Taiwan. = . - . . 

(b) Except as provided In subsection (a)' of this section, in issuing 
insurance, reinsurance, lo~, or guaranties with respect to invest­
ment projects on Taiwan, the Overseas Private Insurance Corpora- · 
tion shall apply the saine criteria a8 those applicable in other parts or 
theworld. · 

93 STAT. 16 



THE AMERICAN INS'I'ITUTE OF TAIWAN 

SEc. 6. (a) Programs, transactions, and other relations conducted or 22 usc 3305. 
carried out by the President or any agency of the United Stares 
Government with respect to Taiwan ·shall, in the manner and to the 
extent directed by the President, be conducted and carried out by or 
through- .. . . 

: {1) The American Institute in Taiwan, a nonprofit corporation 
-.. incorporated ·under the laws· of the District of Columbia, or 
· (2) such comparable successor nongovermental entity _as the 

President may designate, · · 
(hereafter in this Act referred to as the 14Institu~"). 

{b) When'ever the President or any agency of the United S~teS 
Government .is al,ltborized 'or required by or pursuant to the .laws of 
the United States~ enter intQ,.perform, enforce, Or have .in force an 
agre¢D:l.ent ·or transactiQn'.'rel~tive to Taiwan, such agreement or 
tra.nBactiori shall be entered into, performed, and enforce<i, in the 
manner and to the extent directed by the President, by or through the 
Institute. · . . 

(c) To the extent that any law, rule, regulation, or ordinS.nce of the · 
District of Columbia, or of any State or political subdivision thereof in 
which the Institute is incorporated or doing business, impedes or 
otherwise interferes with the performance of the functions of the 

· Institute pursuant to this Act, such law, rule, regulation, or ordi· 
nance shall be deemed to be preempted by this Act. 

SERVJCES BY THE INSTlTUTE TO UNITED STATES CITIZENS ON TAIWAN 

SEc. 7. (a) The Institute may authorize any of its employees on 22 usc 3306. 
Taiwan-

(!) to administer to or take from any person an oath, affirma­
tion, affidavit, or deposition, and to perform any notarial act 

. . which any notary public is required or authorized by law to 
. · perform within the United States; 

· (2) To act as provisional conservator of the personal estates of 
deceased United States citizens; and 

(3) to assist and prptect the interests of United States persons 
by performing other acts such as are authorized to be performed 
outside the United States for consular purposes by such laws of 

. the United States as the President may specify. · 
(b) Acts performed by authorized employees of the Institute under 

this section shall ·be valid, and of like force and effect within the 
United States, as if performed by any other person authorized under 
the laws of the United ~tates to perform such acts. 

TAX EXEMPT STATUS OF THE INSTITUTE 

SEc. 8. (a) The I~stitute, its property, and its income are exempt 
from all taxation now or hereafter imposed by the United States 
(except to the extent that . section ll(aX3) of this Act requires the 
imposition of taxes imposed under chapter 21 of the lnternal Revenue 
Code of 1954, relating to the Federal Insurance Contributions Act) or 
by any State or local taxing authority of.the United States. . 

{b) For.purposes ofthe Internal Revenue Code of 1954, the Institute 
shall be trented as an organization described in sections 170(bXlXA), 
170(c), 2055(n), 2106(aX2XA), 2522(a), and 2522(b), 

93 STAT. 17 
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FURNISHING PROPERTY AND SERVICES TO AND OBTAINING SERVICES 
~' .. . 

•• I' ... • • FROM THE INSTITUTE 

·::· . . ' 2i ·u~c:3~68. f-~. · .. SEc. 9. (a) Any agency ~fthe United States Gov~rnment is author-
• • • 

1 ·~ :'" - • ' • ized to sell, loan, or lease property (including interests therein) to, 
. . and to perform administrative and technical support functions and 

services for the operations of, the Institute upon such terms and 
conditions as the President may direct. Reimbursements to agencies 
under this -subsection shall be credited to the current applicable 

22 usc 3309. 

appropriation of the agency conc6'rnecL . . .. . 
(b) Any agency of the United States Govern.nlent is authorized to 

acquire and accept services from the Institute upon such terms and 
conditions as the President may direct. Whenever the President 
detennines it to be i.ri furtherance of the p\irposes of this Act, the 
,Procurement of services by such agencies from the Institute may be 
effected witliout regard to such laws of the United States normally 
applicable· to the acquisition Qf services by such agencies as the 
President may specify by Executive order. 

(c) Any agency of the United States Government tpaking funds 
available to the Institute in accordance with this Act shall make 
arrangements with the Institute for the Comptroller General of the 
United States to have access to the books and records of the Institute 
and the opportunity to audit the operations of the Institute. 

TAIWAN INSTRUMENTALITY 

SEc. 10. (a) Whenever the President or any agency of the United 
States Government is authorized or required by or pursuant to the 
laws of the United States to render or provide to or to receive or 
accept from Taiwan, any performance, communication, assurance, 
undertaking, or other action, such action shall, in the manner and to 
the extent directed py the President,~ rendered or provided to, or 
received or accepted from, an instrumentality established bY. Taiwan 
which the President determines has the necessary authonty under 

· ' the laws applied by the peo_ple on Taiwan to provide assurances and 
· take other actions on behalf of Taiwan in accordance with this Act. 

( 

(b) The President is requested to extend to the instrumentality 
established by Taiw.an the same number of offices and complement of 
personnel as were pr:eviously operated in the United States bx the 
governing authorities on Taiwan recognized as the Republic of China 
prior to January 1, 1979. . 

. (c) UP.?n the granting by Taiwan of comparable privileges and 
immUnities with repect to the Institute and 1ts appropriate person· 
nel, the President .is authorized to extend with respect to the Taiwan 
instrumentality and its appropriate· personnel, such privileges and 
immunities (subject to appropriate conditions and obligations) as may 
be necessary for the effective performance of their functions. 



entitled upon termination of such employment to reemployment or 
reinstatement with such agency (or a successor agency) in an apprcr 
priate position with the attendant rights, privileges, and benefits 
with the officer or employee would have had or acquired had he or 
she not been so separated, subject to such time period and other 
conditions as the President may prescribe. 

, •• l.J. :J0-1'1 . 

(3) An officer or employee entitled to reemployment or reinstate- Reemployment or 
ment rights under paragraph (2) of this subsection shall, while reinstatement 
continuously employed by the Institute with no break in continuity of rights. 
service, continue to participate in any benefit program in which such 
officer or employee was participating prior to employment by the 
Institute, including programs for compensation for job-related death, 
injury, or illness; programs for health and life insurance; programs for 
annual, sick, and other statutory leave; and programs for retirement 
under any system established by the laws of the United States; except 
that employment with the Institute shall be the basis for participa-
tion in such programs only to the extent that employee deductions 
and employer contributions, as required, in payment for such partici-
pation for the period of employment with the Institu~. are currently 
deposited in the program's or system's fund or depository. Death or 
retirement of any such officer or employee during approved service 
with the Institute and prior to reemployment or reinstatement shall 
be considered a death in or retirement from Government service for 
purposes of any employee or survivor benefits acquired by reason of 
service with an agency of the United States Government. 

(4) Any officer or employee of an agency of the Uni ted States Officer or 
Government who entered i~to service with the Institute on approved employet· 
leave of absence without pay prior to the enactment of this Act shall previously 
receive the benefits of this section for the period of such service. employed by 

(b f d S G 1 
. 

1
. U.S., benefits. 

) Any agency o the Unite ta.tes overnment emp oymg a 1en Alien pmonnel 
personnel on Taiwan may transfer such personnel, with accrued employed by 
allowances, benefits, and rights, to the Institute without a break in u.s .. transfer. 
service for purposes of retirement and other benefits, including 
continued participation in any system established b'y the laws of the 
United States for the retirement of employees in which the alien was 
participating prior to the transfer to the Institute, except that 
employment with the Institute shall be creditable for retirement 
purposes only to the extent that employee deductions and employer 
contributions. As required, in .payment for such participation for the 
period of employment with the Institute, are currently deposited in 
the system's fund or depository. 
· (c) Employees of the Institute shall not be employees of the United 

States and, in representing the Institute, shall be exempt from 
section 207 of title 18, United States Code. 

CdXl) For purposes of sections 911 and 913 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954, amounts paid by the Institute to its employees shall not 26 usc 911, 
be treated as .earned income. Amounts received by employees of the 913. , 
Institute shall not be included in gross income, and shall be exempt· 
from tn~ation, to the extent that they are equivalent to amounts 
received by civilian officers and employees of the Government of the 
United States as allowances and benefits which are exempt from 
taxation under section 912 of such Code. 26 usc 912. 

C21 Except to the extent required by subsection (a)(3) ofthis section, 
u-rvicc performed in the employ of the Institute shall not constitute 
employment for purposes of chapter 21 of such Code and title II of the 26 usc 3101. 
&finl Security Act. . · 42 usc 401. 
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Agreement, 
transmittal to 
Congress or 
congressional 
committees. 
22 usc 3311. 

"Agreement." 
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22 usc 3312. 

Transmittal to 
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House and Senate 
Foreign Relations 
Committee. 

LAWS OF 96th CONG.-lst SESS. 

- \ 

REPt>R~ING REQUIREMENT 

I 
Apr. 10 

SEc. 12. (a) The Secretary of State shall transmit to the Congress 
the text of any agreement to which the Institute is a party. However, 
any such agreement the immediate public disclosure of which would, 
in the opinion of the President, be prejudicial t..o the national security 
of the United States shall not be so transmitted to the Congress but 
shall be transmitted to the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
Senate and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of 
Representatives under an appropriate injunction of secrecy to be 
removed only upon due notice from the President. 

(b) For purposes of subsection (a), the term "agreement" includes­
(1) any agreement entered into between the Institute and the 

governing authorities on Taiwan or the instrumentality estab­
lished by Taiwan; and 

(2) any agreement entered into between the Institute and an 
agency of the United States Government. 

(c) Agreements and transactions made or to be made by or through 
the Institute shall be subject to the same congressional notification, 
review, and approval requirements and procedures as if such agree­
ments and transactions were made by or through the agency of the 
United States Government on behalf of which the Institute is acting. 

(d) During the two-year period beginning on .the effective date of 
this Act, the Secretary of State shall transmit to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate, every six months, a report describing and reviewing 
economic relations between the United States ·and Taiwan, noting 
any interference with normal commercial relations. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS ' 

SEc. 13. The President is authorized to prescribe such rules and 
regulations as he may deem appropriate to carry out the purposes of 
this Act. During the three-year period beginning on the effective date 
of this Act, such rules and regulations shall be transmitted promptly 
to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations of the Senate. Such action shall not, however, 
relieve the Institute of the responsibilities placed upon it by this Act. 

CONGRESSIONAL OVERSlGHT 

22 usc 3313. SEc. 14. (a) The Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House of 
Representatives, the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate, 
and other appropriate committees of the Congress sh~l monitor­

(!) the implementation of the Pt:ovisions of this Act; 
(2) the operation and procedures of the Institute; 
(3) the legal and technical aspects of the continuing relation­

ship between the United States and Taiwan; and 
· (4) the implementation of the policies of the United States 
concerning security and cooperation in East Asia. 

Reports. (b) Such committees shall report, as appropriate, to their respective 
Houses on the results oftheir monitoring. · 

:..:-.. ';~~/- . •' ' . DEFINITIONS 



Apr. 10 TAIWAN RELATIONS ACT P.L. 96-8 

· ' 
(1) the term "laws of the United States" includes any statute, "Laws of the 

rule, regulation, ordinance, order, or judicial rule of decision of United States." 
the United States or any political subdivision thereof; and 

(2) the term uTaiwan" includes, as the context may require, the "Taiwan." 
islands of Taiwan and the Pescadores, the people on those 
islands, corporations and other entities and associations created 
or organized under the laws applied on those islands, and the 
governing authorities on Taiwan recognized by the United States 
as the ltepublic of China prior to January 1, 1979, and any 
successor governing authorities (including political subdivisions, 
agencies, and instrumentalities thereoO. 

, ; ' AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

SEc. 16. In addition to funds otherwise available to carry out the ·22 usc 3315. 
provisions of this Act, there are authorized to be appropriated to the 
Secretary of State for the flScal year 1980 such funds as may be 
necessary to carry out such provisions. Such funds are authorized to 
remain available until expended. 

SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS 
- . . 

SEc. 17. If any provision of this Act or the application thereof to any 22 usc 3316. 
person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the Act and 
the application of such provision to any other person or circumstance 
shall not be affected thereby. _ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

SEc. 18. This "Act shall be effective as of January 1, 1979. 

Approved April 10, 1979. 
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Apr. 10 Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1979 

r.oun!IJ'· I think it will make us much 
better able to prepare our own Nation's 
policies in consonance with our friends 
and allies who will be visited by the Vice 
President. 

So, I want to thank all of you for being 
willing to come and meet with the Vice 
President this morning. I think his trip 
and the impact of it will be very benefi­
cial for our own country, and I hope it 
will be equally pleasing and helpful to the 
nations that he will visit. 

I think it will be good for you to either 
report from your own observations or, per­
haps, after consultation with some of the 
,\merican journalists who've covered the 
White House for many years, the degree 
of authority that Vice President Mondale 
enjoys as compared to his predecessors. 
He's a partner with me. He participates 
in all of the major decisions of our coun­
try-in defense and political affairs, eco­
nomic and military afl"airs-ancl comes to 
the countries that you represent with ab­
solute authority to speak for our country's 
Government. 

REPORTER. Thank you, Mr. President. 

NOTE : The President spoke at approximately 
9: 30 a.m. in the Roosevelt Room at the White 
House following the Vice President's interview 
with the journalists. Vice President Mondale 
began his trip on April 11. 

United States Trade Mission to 
Egypt and Israel 
Announcement of the Trip. AprillO, 1979 

The President has asked Special Trade 
Representative Robert Strauss to lead a 
U.S. trade mission to Egypt and Israel 
from April16 to April20. 

In meetings with trade, business, and 
labor officials of both countries, the U.S. 
delegation will explore ways to carry out 

the President's commitment to increased 
U.S. trade and investment in both Egypt 
and Israel. 

The group will include Members of 
Congress and representatives of U.S. 
agencies, as well as industry and labor 
leaders. They will leave Washington for 
Cairo on April 16 and will spend April 17 
and 18 in Egypt and April 19 and 20 in 
Israel. 

Taiwan Relations Act 
Statement on Signing H .R. 2479Into Law. 
AprillO, 1979 

I am today signing into law H.R. 2479, 
the Taiwan Relations Act. This legisla­
tion will enable the American people and 
the people on Taiwan to maintain com­
mercial, cultural, and other relations with­
out official Government representation 
and without diplomatic relations. 

The act contains all of the authority 
that I requested in order to enable us to 
maintain such unofficial relations with the 
people on Taiwan. It authorizes the 
American Institute in Taiwan, a non­
governmental entity incorporated under 
the laws of the District of Columbia, to 
conduct these relations. Similarly, the 
people on Taiwan will conduct relations 
through a nongovernmental organization, 
the Coordination Council for North 
American Affairs. 

The act is consistent with the under­
standings we reached in normalizing re­
lations with the Government of the Peo­
ple's Republic of China. It reflects our 
recognition of that Government as the 
sole legal government of China. Having 
normalized relations with China in the 
spirit of the Shanghai communique, I look 
forward in the coming years to a deepen-
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ing and broadening of U.S.-China rela­
tions which will contribute to the welfare 
of our two peoples and to peace in the 
world. 

I wish to express my appreciation to 
the Congress for the speed and diligence 
with which it has acted. I believe a dif­
ferent treatment of the issue of diploma­
tic properties belonging to China would 
have been preferable, and my action to­
day is without prejudice to any subse­
quent adjudication of the legal status of 
these properties. In most respects, how­
ever, the Congress and the executi\'c 
branch have cooperated effectively in 
this matter. 

In a number of sections of this legisla­
tion, the Congress has wisely granted dis­
cretion to the President. In all instancCJ, 
I will exercise that discretion in a man­
ner consistent with our interest, in the 
well-being of the people on Taiwan, and 
with the understandings we reached on 
the normalization of relations with the 
People's Republic of China, as expreucd 
in our joint communique of January I. 
1979, on Establishment of Diplomatic 
Relations. 

NOTE: As enacted, H.R. 2479 iJ Public LAw 
96-8, approved April l 0. 

National Architectural Barrier 
Awareness Week, 1979 
Proclamation 4656. ApriliO, 1979 

By the President of the U11ited Statts 
of America 

A Proclamation 
' 

Architectural and other barricn o(tcn 
keep millions of Americans from partie· 
ipating in and contributing to our wdcty. 

These barriers come in all shapes and 
$izc~-from a six-inch curb and inacces­
sible bus to an unbrailled menu and un­
cnptionecl news broadcast. 

These physical and other kinds of bar­
riers dl~ny daily access for millions of 
Amcl'ica's elderly and handicapped citi­
zens to jobs, transportation, recreation 
nnd public service. Attitudes and customs 
contribute to this problem. 

Physical access often determines 
whether people can enjoy their rights and 
freedoms and exercise their responsibil­
ities. Most of us take such access for 
granted. However, many disabled and dis­
abled elderly cannot. 

The first Federal legislation to elimi­
nate barriers was the Architectural Bar­
riers Act of 1968. To help implement that 
l;m·, Congress created-within Section 
502 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973-
the Architectural and Transportation 
Barriers Compliance Board. 

The Board has worked to remove and 
prevent environmental barriers in this 
country. By doing so it helps ensure that 
di~blcd persons can enter and use facil· 
ilies that their tax dollars support. And it 
helps infonn Federal agencies that these 
facilities must be accessible from the time 
United States dollars arc used to design, 
build, alter or lease them. 

The Board has mounted a national 
media campaign about barriers under its 
slogan, "Access America." In May 1979 
it will launch a series of national seminars 
on barriers for leaders in business, indus­
try and education. The Board is also sur­
\'cying more than 1,000 federally-owned 
nnd funded facilities in the ten federal 
regions to assess compliance with Federal 
law. 

t\ number of agencies have already 
taken important steps to eliminate bar­
riers. The Veterans Administration, for 


