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Speech by Gov. Victor Atiyeh
Governor of the State of Oregon
United States of America
Before 1900 a young man came to America from
Amar El-Hosn, a small village in Syria. With a courage
untasted by so many Americans today, he left his home, his
family and friends to embark on a long journey to a strange
land. He joined the hundreds of thousands of immigrants from all

over the world who came with hope in their hearts and pride

in their souls.

o
“

“C//Seventy—eight years later his son was elected the
thirty-second governor of Oregon and the first governor of
Arab desgent ééef elected in the history of our United States.
,f;;Yes, that story is mine, but I speak in behalf of our
American Delegation, who each by themselves could tell a
story equally as dramatic and equally as emotional, for they

too have become a part of the fabric of America.

~/ Now we, the sons and daughters, return to this land

of our fathers and mothers. We can thank the inspiration of
His Excellency President Hafez Al-Assad, the heroic:efforts
of the Syrian Arab Republic People's Assembly and the sponsorship
of the Peoplel's Council in the Syrian Arab Republic for the
fact that we are here today.
x><; I know of no other nation that has ever dreamed of and
put forth such an assembly as this. It is incredible with all
the turmoil, pain and suffering that swirls around this
ancient but tiny nation and with the great weight of responsibility
that has fallen so heavily on President Assad that he would

still believe so much in his sons and daughters both here and in

the Americas, that thisiﬁgguhas become a priority.
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He knows, as do we, that face-to-face exchange is the
solution to so many problems and that, somehow, through this
forum, we may be the vehicle for an answer others have sought for
so long.

Maybe we will be----maybe not. But why not try to
help President Assad search for that just and durable peace for
which he yearns.

.%( Unquestionably, Syria's role is key to any solution and
Syria must be a player in any discussion for peace.

Before Proceeding futher, as a devout American, I thank
you Mr. President for your pivotal part in the release of our
American hostages and the quiet but ever-present role you continue
to play in matters that so gravely concerns this part of the world.

We acknowledge, as well, our long-suffering countrymen
from Lebanon, whose soil is the battle field where a gruesome
drama is played out. Hold your head high and do not let your
spirits falter, for someday you will be restored to the
sparkling jewel of peacefulness you once knew.

I am proud to represent our Parlimentarians of Arabic
descent, because I am proud of my heritage and it is a thrill
to speak for them.

We, your sons and daughters, proudly return. May God

guide our efforts.
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