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Pear Colleague

Attached i{s a recent article describing Portland, Oregon's
iancvative Energy Ccnservation Plan. The plan, which was
vecently adopted by the City Council, has the potential
for saving the equivalent of 13 million barrels of oll per
year by 19935, That i3 an energy savings of 35 percent
oSver what the city would otherwise need.

The unique aspect of the Portland program i3 that it was
developed through community consansus, not federal
mandates. The individual and community commitment to
3aving energy is reinforced by directly involving citizens
' Lhe development of conservation plans. I think all of
us agree that solving the energy ocrisis will require that
Kind of grass roots commitment .

I have introduced legislation (H.R. 5640) designed to
2ncourage communities to formulate plans in the manner
fartland has done. My bill would proviie grants for
developing and implementing energy conservation
plans-~-including hone weatherization znd otler physical
community improvements to save energy.,

This bill differs from other energy Zrant legislation in
Lhat it uses an existing program--the Community
Development Block Grant program--rather than establishing
4 new administrative structure in the federa? bureaacracy.
1n addition it emphasises the need for comprenensive plans
that stimulate both private and public conservation
afforts.

I nave also introduced a Dill {(H.R. 5641) aimed at
stimulating the commitment of local private and publie
funds to alternative energy systems. HUD would be
withorized to provide energy action grants--modeled after

BUD's Urban Development Action CGrant pes: "im--to local

sovernments for developing alteraative 2y systems such
1» geothermal power and solid waste hea! Tavery.
Additlonal information can be found in mv ::atement on
page H 9402 of the Record of Octobver 18t . if you are

interested in co-sponsoring either of these bills op have
questions, please contact David Knowles it X50855 .,

Sincepely,

—{24
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Member of Congress
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Conserve or Else

Portland, Ore., Getting Tough
To Promote Energy Efficiency

By Philip Hager
Los Angsles Times

PORTLAND, Ore.—Late last spring,
Portland newspaper readers found an
advertisement by Mayor Nell Gold
schyv idi,

Sixty of their fellow citizens, the
mayor announced in an open jetiers,
had just completed a proposal to help
ensure “an adeguale, afforcable” sup-
ply of energy for the future.

Goldschmidt's timing was fortunatas,
With turmoll In Iran and lines form-
ing st gasoline stationa In ihe
Uniled States, the cHmats was right
for the results of a 3%.vear study
ceiled the Portland Energy Conservs-
tion Projeet,

Now, the city has adopted and is
preparing to implement what its de-
signers call the most sweeping energy
conservation program in the naticn.

Among other things, the ety would
give homevwners {ive vears to “weath.
erize” their homes, making enough
iniprovements to pass a city epergy
conservation audit, After that, If their
homes &re not rated “energy effi
cient,” they would not be permitied to
sell them.

Similarly, apartment owners whe
don™ weatherize to mest olfy gland.
ards within five years would not be
permitted t¢ rent a vacated apartment
10 2 pew temant. And businesses
would not be allowed to sell or re-
model buildings that did not meet the
efficleney standard,

The program slse would;

® Revise zoning laws to promote
higher population demsity mear the
main public transit routes, -

® Authorize the city to hire an ex.
pert on solar energy and. require
builders {0 provide property owners -
with information on sclar systerns in
new construection,

¢ Place on the 1980 ballot & penny-a

gallen gasoline taz proposal to fi-
nanve trafile flow Improvements,

® Reguire trash Baulers to offer cus.
tomers without charge the option of
separating thelr recycable garbage. in
turn, the haulers would defray their
own costs by selling récisimed materi.
als,

Backers say the program would
save up te 33 percent of the energy
the city would otherwise be needing
in 1885—pr the equivelent of 13 mil.
lion barrels of oil a vear ¢t current
pricce. Thay concede that it wouid in-
itially cost property owners at least
$300 milllon--shout $1,330 per home—
but vontend thai the owners would
make back that muck, or more, in
heating and vooling cost savings in
itlie long run.

“We don't want to drive pecple or
husinesses out of Portiand,” said city
energy adviser Marion L. Hemphill,
“The botlom line i3 cost eff{cctiveness.
The improvements will pay for them-
sthves: it will be to vour economic ag-
vantage-—your own self-interest—io
make these improvements.”

Portland's conservation pian follows
a wevies ef measures over the vears
that have esrned Oregon & reputation

for no-nonasnse innovation in protect.
ing ite environmsent and seving en-
ergy.

Nevertheless, the mandatory as.
pects of the Portland plan sre meet
ing some strong resistance here. Op-
ponculs say the plan represents in
unprecedented government infrusion
on the rights of property owners,

“It's a good idea but the mandatory
provisions are unconstitutionai—a vio-
tetion of individua! freedoms,” said
Multnomah County Commisaloner
Dan E. Nosee. “Five years from nosyem
that's 1984—-we'll have Orwells Big
Brother right here, locking over the
shouiders of homeowners and busi
nesses, sll in the name of the polics
powers of the state.”

Nosee, an officlal of the county that
includes the city of Portisnd, is ergan-
lzing & petition drive to challenge the
plen's mandatory provislons, Ha pre.
dicts that he will have Hitle difficulty
getting the 15,000 signatures needed
to place & proposed ety charter
amendment on the fall 1089 ballot,

The city's plan dates to late 1973,
when Oregon, heavily dependent on
hydroelectric power, was hard hit by
drought and the effects of the Arsb oil
embargo, The siste mardsted cut.

backs in Industrial power use, Hmita. -

tions on commerelsl lghting and
other meaaures,

Later, Goldschmidt, who now is US.
secretecy of trausperiation, ang other
clty officials mﬂzﬁw tﬁ)&z munjdpstﬁo-
ties are particul a0 pped
handie energy problems, &y they set
into motion & study that led te &n en.
ergy conservation plan. :

During the past year, backers “sold”
ihe progrsm in s flurry of publle sery.
ice announcements on radio and tele-
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WEEIL GOLDRORMIDY
« - puzhed program as cliv's Maver

vision and i the published epan les
ter from ke mavor, signed “Nell”

Finally, with energy experts pre-
dicting that Oregon will fsce sizabla
power dellcliz in the early 1680s, the
proposal was submilted v August te
the City Council.

One month latsr the councll for
mally adepted the plan, It is expecteg

be opersiional by Jan. 1.
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