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i Neighborhood Contor for the Coumunity ..ction prosram has besn
proposed for the Gaston-Cherry Grove-bil ley-~ Laurelwood area.

Peter i, Cullen, dircctor of the Weighborhood Center program
at recent meotings in Gaston, with residents of Gaston, Cherry
Grove, Dilley and Laur2lwood attending.

CAP ig fighting the war on poverty in ashington county, Cullen
said, and thc recent meetings are exploratory to sce what oxtont
tho local area people want to be involved in the fight.

"If the poople want it, we will help them sct up a neighborhood
center in the arca," he said, "UrP already has helpod open a
centor in NWorth Plains and Timber; and one will open in Shorwood
next month,”

4 neighborhood centor program must be directed by local peoplo,
who pool their cfforts to set up programs . solve their own arca
nceds, he added,

Primary target for the prozram will be low-income families,

It is hoped they will be involved in the program, and will have a
strong voice in deciding what programs are best for the people,
Cujllen said,

Frograms can range from a GuD class to a well=baby clinic that
would be conducted by ‘iashington County Health Department,

liain focus of any meaningful program, Cullen stated, must be
on jobs and education. "If you want to break the cycle of poverty

in a family," he said, "you must seec what can bc done about getting




a bottor job, or putting ecmnons on a trainin, or cducaticnal
prosrem. 1the idea is not to zive the people a hand out, but a
thand —-up! on the way to a better life. But we will not tale
anyone's problem from him., e will have to solve his own prob-
lems and we will help all we can,'

He said the neighborhcod center, by its presence in the
arca, sots persons together to lock at total ncods of the com—
munity and not just focus on one or two isolatcd problems.
"Needs of babius as woll as scnior citizens and all age groups
must be examined,” he added. “This, of course, is a tall ordcw,
and will take time. But to begin is the first step to solving
thesc probloms,”

Text meeting will be Tucsday, Hovembor 7, at 8 pem. in
Gaston fire hall, i lot of intorest and many questions arc being
asked about the program, and attondancoe is growin; with each
meoting, according to Cullen.

"If interost continucs to grow,” he said, "and people come
to the mcetings, then in the not-to—distant future the area
people will elect, at a public meocting, an arca council which
will be the advisory board for all progroms in tho conter.

iiithout this area council, C4P cannot opurate a neighbor-

hood center in any arca of the county."




