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lY“Af;ki(X:- Minor ‘Hesse March 22, 1978

(~0)

(10)

(20)

(30)

(40)

(50)

(60)

Born in 1911. In Scholls on property. How did ancestors get here to this

land? Leased property from Bennett

Did your grandparents talk about what land was like? Mostly timber, fir
and oak. So oen clearing. Was there a mill around? Intentions were

farming.

Sold butter in town for income. Town was Portland. Took milk to conden-
sary in Hillsboro. Cows got T.B. in 1916. Went into potato business.

Sold hay to dairies in Hillsdale.

Lived off own farm. Vegetables and fruits. How big was Portland than?
Front and First to 3rd and Main town. People in city depended on farmers.
Trips into Portland with family? Canyon Rd. was steep and crooked road.
Took train from Allen and Scholls. Hard Journey in Winter dowm Canyon?
Bought a ford in 1913. What responsibilities did you have as child?

Tells story

Was there kids you ran around with? Heaton Brothers. Strong bonds in fa
families? What was wife's jobs? Cooking 3 meals aday. Father interested
in government.

Wife washing (Weiling clothes) breakfast by 6:00. Had big house people

stay over night.

Track 2
e —

(9)

(10)

blank

I think we were cut off. Wou were saying people at your house. Watkin's

product men. Strong sense of community good friendships.



cont )

Traveling sdlesmen not honest.

(20) Remembers some incidents. Quaks coming by? Folks wouls take bad guys to
Hillsboro. Sheriff would have volunteercdepuiy's. Organized groups?

Church in Scholls.

(30) Soul Sleepers Eccentric group? Community divided by religions? No. 150
people in Grange Hall for meetings. Farmington had 2 churches and a store.
Hazeldale had little center (gathering Place). What happened to Farmington?

Just Tavern.

(40) Central location in Scholls? Store started in 1890's still there. Describe
town. Grange strong? Activities took place in? sponsored Scholls fair.

One room at Grover School:

(50) Dances heee in area? People would walk 10 miles to come to dance. Did
they have a band? I remember big RCA phonograph. Wash. Co. fair big event?
County fair started in Shute Park. §&-H started in 1922-1923. Started

by extension services.

(60) Was there many farm traditdons? What were some crops? Hay to dairy farms

Grain to Portland. Griss mill in Scholls. Explain about Griss MI11??

Track 3

———E——

(0) Talking about Griss Mill. Did families ground own? Explain thrasher?
Hops grown in area in 1890 commercially. Original brewerys in Portland.
Blitz-Weinhard. Farmers make own beer?

(10) Raids during prohibition? Home brew - rock- gut made. Woman's Temperance?

Scholls started walnuts in 1900 's. Quite a nursury. 1000 acres.



Cont )

(20) Groner was a promotor. Tell about Mr. Groner? Brought boysenberries.

(30) Who would harvest walnuts? Kids out of school. Paid 10¢ to 25¢ for 3

(40)

(50)

(60)

gallon bucket. Employment office in Portland . Men came out and live on
farm. Chinese in area in 1890's. Chinese cleared land for grandfather.

wages 10¢ per day.

Where did they come from? Ch eap labor. What happened to them? What
about migrants? Talked about Mr. Lautrell. Immigration trying to catch

illegal mexicans.

Fasy farming done by horses. Tractors in 1920. When tractors came in
did they resent it? Couldn't afford them. What are some of changes in
agriculture? No camparison. What do you use your farm for? Classify

as dairy farm,

Hogs, grain,. Stayed deversified. How about future of farming area?

Taxes getting high. Ever wish for farming years ago. I want to go ahead!

End of Interview



In this interview, Mr. Hesse talks about living and working in the farming

community of Scholls. Minor Hesse, a life-time resident of this community, was
Ll

born on August 11, 1978. His family has lived on the same farm for over 100 years. i

et SPeft A Fhort= of (e
His grandparents,kemigrating from Germany, afiter a-short stint-of farming in

e RS
Illinois, moved on and settled in Washington County. His ancesters represent the

large group of German pioneer stock moving from the Middle West and South and then
on into Oregon.

Mr. Hesse was selected as an oral histor, candidate not because of any unusual
‘characteristics, but because he is the archetype of the original farmer in this
locale. This is not +to infer that Mr. Hesse does not possess his own unique way
of life or his own individual flair or color. It is to say that he and his family
have the common characteristics of the pecople who constitute rural life in Washington
County.

Like his grandparents and psrents before him, he continues to farm his land.

In the same mold, his son is carrying on the family tradition. The family, so
infused with the farming spirit, that Minor Hesse's d%fughter-in-law is the current
head (1978) of the Washington County Fair.

In the interview, Mr Hesse talks about the varying farm cropjigrown and raised
on his lend. His farm is mainly a dairy farm, so common amoung many of the farms in
the area. Most all of the early farmers, while not considering themselves a bons-fide
dairy farmer, all owned and milked anywhere up to a dozen cows and sold the milk
to the local condensarys, dairyg: and markets in Portland. This points up an important
facet relating to the hisdory of agriculture . The farm commodities produced in
the Tualatin Valley supplied the expanding cit; of Poriland with fozggigsmeet the
needs and wants of the growing and hungry population. Mr. Hesse reminences about the
all-day trips into Portland with the "hack" hauling the hay, grains, milk, and produce

over the slow and often muddy Canyon Road.

8Tan
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Mr. Hess also,talks of the familiar and societal relationships; i.e. the

Pond

importance of the wife and children, neighbors and community bednda and social
institutions and activities that make-up the daily life of the rural citizen.

Overall then, the two hour long conversation provides a flavor for the farming activities

in this portion of Washington County
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Minor Hesse

March 22, 1978

Accession No. LOH 78-242.3

LM: The following interview is with Minor T. Hesse. He was born in Scholls on
Augest 11, 1911, His grandparents came into Scholls from Illinois in
1877. He talks about his family living and farming in the Scholls area,

his neighbors and the rural life in Washington County at the turn of the

century.

IM: Good morning. I would like to first off e ask you a little information
on yourself. Such as where you were born?

MH: I wuas born(ﬁéiﬁ/;;/:;;;—;igzgipép1911. I spent my whole life right in
this spot.

LM: Were you born in the house itself?

MH: In the house itself.

LM: They didn't take pregnant women to the hoppital then?

MH: There‘%ggealways midwives. People in the neighborhood that would help
take care and come around the time someone was having a baby-ex clsidal.
%}ot of times there was a lady that stayed for a week or so afterwards
to take care of the mother and help around the hause. In my situation

e,

there was a lady'hame Mrs. Bennett who lived up near Mountainside school.

LM: 1Is that near here somewhere?

MH: Yes, it 1Is just south of Scholls about a mile on the road over to Newberg.

LM: So it must have been quite an event back then when someone, a new child
was in the communitzjqz'born?

MH: That is right. And one I remember best when you talk about children be-

ing born is when my sister was born in 1916,



Page 2
Minor Hesse
Accession No. LOH 78-242.3

The=srew, Fhere was probably a good 4§ feet of snow out im real cold

weather. The doctor came out from Hillsboro and he had a guy come al-
ong. He hired a team from theeigvery stable and he came out in a sleigh
at that time. I aan always remember how cold and everything it was at
that time. It was January 11?“ It must have been a cold ride as far as
I was concerned.

ILM: What day were you born? ngﬁiiis your birthday?

MH: My birthday 1s Augegst 11, 1911.

LM: So you were born on this property so your parents and your grandparents
must have lived on this land before you. Could you tell me a little bit
about how your ancestors came about owning this land?

MH: Yes, like I say, they came across from Highland,Illinois;that is where
they came from to here. They came over in 1876. They come across by the
railroad where the old golden spike was driven about eight or ten years
before that and g%%gzacross to Frisco and then they came up to Portland
by boat to thils area. They $tayed In Fore&t Grove the first year and
looked the situations over am#t to see what they wanted to do. Then they
’égmngut and leased this place for about two years and then after that
they bought the place.

LM: When they came out was there glot of other people traveling along with
them coming out west? :

Thewr d M,

MH: They were the only ones in there group. My grandad's brother eame out
to this area about a year before and liked it so well that then the whole

Nnis »
family decided to move out. ?ﬁgiéﬁﬁtuh brought my(greaQ:ﬁrandad and my

(krandad and everybody.
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LM: When you mentioned that they leased the property, who owned the land at
that time?
Mee At that time I don't kfiow the man'%/fi;;t name)but49}é/1ast name iﬁ/ﬁ;n_
] At that time, I don:
’ n't know the man! 1e
name was Bennett. He was the Fog?i;_{irst name, hut his last

had established the Donation I
1 Land Claim
started the ferry which Scholl's Fer;;ni
Scholl's daughter married Benn
1 acres of property more or less

gift.

LM:

LM:

aw of Feter Scholl who d the
in this area ang also

S named after. Wwh

ett, Scholl gave her this 230en @ vhen

y as I Understand, as a wedding er this

230 : ré; 6f.5fqpért§ to his daughter more less as I{unaerSEanu as a wed-
ng gift. They didn't care much for farming so they ﬁigfgthe¥=%h%ngs
aml leased the land out and after two years they decided to sell. So my

@randad and(&reaq;grandad decided it was a good time to buy.

Was Peter Schollg around at that time? Was he still living ?

Yes, Peter Scholl was still living agﬁ}gkg“%erry, he—was—stitt—rimming
the—ferry at that time. He had a 600 and sometduipg-Donation Land Claim
so he had this other property that he was farming at the same time.

Did your grandparents or parents ever talk about what the land was like
back then ? Was there-many people living in the area or was it pretty
much open space?

It was pretty much all t{:hber.

Was that right? . |\Yhf

Lots of big fir and Xe¥e=of, some of the land had quite‘a%ee 9f oak trees
on 1t but it was mostly timber. There was a few acres here and there
that would be grubbed out and cleared out for farming at that time.

So the original people in this area they had to do-ggzg; own clearing t.*.

then?
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MH:

LM:

(}Zcﬂ LM:

Mhi,

Most of them did there own clearing by just going out and doing that old
hard work and grubbing stumps.

Was there a small mill around here then?

No, that-is—the—thing we think of lumber today as w‘ua,, industry sme—n |0
those days they just cut the trees down and in the fall of the year they
lggkt_the thing on fire and hopedthey all burned

Oh wow! I would imagine some of those trees are used for their own homes
and farms.

Oh yes, they used their own. It wa§ not tocmany years later tggggh Groner
andI%E;ﬂJ built a sawmill down here where the Scholls Ferry is?right on

the river thewe. They would buy logs or-get logs up river and float them

Ir was
down and run this mill. ?heyj;éfe:a%engﬁin about 1890 I would say that

they had this mill and %;;xhuite a little lumber business.

gk\dhen your grandparents arrived)ggg}g’intentions were farming I would
imagine.

That is right. That is what they were interested in. I don't know what
the interests were back in Germanyf I dort have_agy»idea,-ﬁny'they 6332“{1
through Highlanq) Illinois and stayed there and went into the farming
business thexre for a short time. They soon had the urge to come on out
West and go ingo farming here. Evidently they must have liked dairy
business because that 1s one of the things théy é%ggu They had a few

cows, Like I sax,there was probably about ten in those days but that

was quite a few.
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LM:

Md:

LM:

So was the milk that they produced from theilr dalry cows, was that most-
ly for their ow n use?

No, thet-was-used-well they called themselves a dairy farm at that time
but they used to skim tﬁ:y milk off and feed the skim milk to the hogs
and made butter out of the others. Then about once or twice a week,
onec=s=weeck or every other week they would take this butter to town and
sell it and that was one of thelr. sources of income) dlong with raising
the pork and killing it off and curing it ge in the old smoke house and
taking it to town to sell. That was one of their big incomes when they
first came,

You speak of town,did they go to, are you talking about Portland?

I am talking about Portland at that time because that was the main place
that people went. Thlgrieu%d=make;the~trip & was sixteen miles. They
could make it in a day by leaving early in the morning and getting back
later.

That is hard to imagine taking a full day for a trip into Portland.

It sure doeﬁfy ggﬁ%%&iggezé go in a couple of times a day. Very seldom
they would stay ovep:Bight unless they had other business to attend to.
Was there a gilant condensary in Portland that they would take it to?
No,just some of the local grocery stores in town and then they would
sell it to the people in Portland.

Did they ever take their milk into the condensgéyiq in Hillsboro?

,e
Yes, as soon as the condenébé§hwas started in Hillsboro that milk was

taken into Hillsboro.
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LM:

MH:

LM:

C?')O) LM:

I can remember back when tﬁ)e old teamg and £2g§ns cgme along and from

this place we had tojh¥&jrrﬂggzgiiiiiﬂgggl;2;t-by:CronerLs(z;fnettup

1usm;%pb$y dad had a.little old ecers:, two wheel cart built and hooked

one horse on to that and haulggbout two cans of milk up igie Groner's

(gbrner every morning. I even remember riding up on some cans as he

would take them up. That went on for quite a few years till about 1916.
G‘\)‘Q (&=

He hagd a herd of thorougﬁzgred jexseysfzgttle at that time and l#® got T.B.

in Bhe bunch. %% TFhat wiped him out of the business for a few years.

Then we were with:but cows until 1923 anﬂ~%g£;'we came back in again. At

|2
that time we started shipping milk to Portland_;n;g truck.

Was that quite a problem with the early dairy farmers, T.B. and milk

. spoiling on them?

Jas
Yes, that 1s right. It was quite a problem and like I say T.B. ‘ie

quite a new thing because yhy-the land was all fairly oped and you had
not much disease or anythCJIng like that. To get something like that in
25}L;§6Auite a problem.

Yes I imagine so.

The only way nowoadays, they use medicénes and things like that for gettn\7
ixg around it but in those days it was juglzﬂquit the dairy business
till the sunshine ggizgkthe bugs and thgjn you could get back into it
again.

That must have been fairly hard on your father and the surrounding dairy

farmers to have to close up shop like that.
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MH:

LM:

It did. It changed them over so they went more into grain and they had
enough land cleared that they were able to raise grain. Also)m? dad and
grandad at that time went into the potato business which was quite a
thing because California was needing seed potatoes. They would come up
to this are%;g%ﬂ'get farmers to raise the seed for‘;gggéfpotatoes. I

remember they had a what they called a red garnet potatox They used to

-S"’L’\i-l;\d CK
ship to California as seed.

"(’(‘bmx\a&‘

When your family started out in dairy business was that prodemiﬂant type
of farm of your neighbors at that time also?
No, not necessarily. Quite a few of the mneighbors went into hay and
grain. The bigger dairies were down on the west side of Portland and
atcond..  The_
j}ot of them would haul t _here hay loose, well-Roundwood—+f Hillsdale area
of Portland now and sell their b:}y to th'e dairjes -down there.
? —
On the original Hesse farm was that the major purpose £t ko sellgfify the
™ar ’ ? )
crops for the 1ive1yhood-ez$.A commercial type farrrvcar\t’as it all sold?
¢

They raisef crops for their own support.er—their—own. .:¥=mesa Lhey liveff
off their own farm.ifmtheragfdsy

\!‘:g Thear
Yes, they lived pretty much off thefé own farm. JI=mwan they had there
own gardens and things like that for their own vegetables and they had

T
fruit orchards and things of all kinds like that. bikn:i:ﬁafr&pp&es, they
[ 4
hgve too many apples, In the fal%lthey used to make that into vinegar
which they would also take to town to sell. They were quite the people.
Jthﬂd Yoo

In those early days any little thing you “took to town and either tradedit

or got your cash for it.
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LM: How big was Portland back then? Was there qué:}e a few people living
In there.in the city?
were po’
MH: There was- quite a few people but not near what it is. The main part
of Portland as I understand at that time was down around Front and Eirst
Street and went up to aroundﬂihird.ghreet. There was little business
on the Easf side but not toomuch because they had the farry that cros=
[
crosse(l
sed the river.at Portland at that time,
o lot
LM: It sounds like the people living in the city then depended on the farmers

out here in this part of the country,ip Washington County area.

A
MH: They did. This Tualatin Valley area was eme=of=thes;—yovu—might=say the
1 ﬁ'&‘ -

garden of Portland at that time. Mzfids biggest problem thatthey had was

.a way to get to Portland because Canyon Road was one of the first roads

but it was a crooked'narrow trail up over there, aad Fhe other w@i was to

SOJ(‘% 1 'r

go -South on Macadam Avenue down as far as Taylor's Ferry Road and off ov ,

that way. It took quite d:yhile to get the roads into Portland.
LM: Did you ever take trips with your father or grandfather into Portland

along thuse Canyon Road and the old roadsthere?
MH: In the old days I remember going in and when the family would go in

hch( Go
shopping whema we would take the team on a hack and wéﬁt into Portland cqr&j
in the morning. I can remember getting up and going Canyon Road when
Qa VXL oD

it wasAreal steep¥winding road at that time. We would leave here x=esl

early in the morning/aﬁa say at five o'clock or so/and get home again

at about seven or eight in the evening. Then not topmuch later we used

\diuy)

to take the horse and buggy and go¥to one of the railroad tracks.
STATIONVS.
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L. .

MH:

LM:

Oregon Llectric egme in with an electric train that runs where Allen

ra(!wﬂ-)’ By g sasen
Avenue now crosses Scholls Ferry which 1s a xeal -rural eway there.
We would leave the horse in the barn desm there and take the train into
Portland. The depot at that tlime was down on Front and Columbia street
in Portland./WWhere the approaches are now to Hawthorne Bridge ;E%»wheﬁt
the old railroad dep6ﬁ<;557‘
When—d4d Fhe Oregon Electric. . When was the years that it ran?
I can't remember when they ever started. It was there and it ran up
tntil around the 1930's sometime. Then they took the train off. The

evtheny Pagbe roN
S.P. had the same ind ©f commuter train that ran from Forest Grove to
Portland. They went in by the fyorth side 8& where Portland Golf Course
was buiT en The old YlthT"Df"W"")’
is now. Jamison Road eemes—eutgand_infehat~way -of —right away they eame
‘ Lnto
v
9&;-Ehey came on down through Hillsdale and in Portland that way.
Back to the Canyon Road and Macadam .a-ldttle bhit. It must have been
quite a hard journey especially in the Winter months when the rain was
coming down,aﬂﬂ\ﬁhs it muddy and all that?
Oh yes I'll say it was. In the winter times I prohably didn't get to
whebh
Portland as much. But I remember goinghthe horse and buggy #m the mud
wouldlsay be about a foot deep and the old horse would find his way
along through there. Also, when they would haul their produce to town
at leasT

in the {inter time they would always a%%eﬂef-useAfour horses on a wagon
because of mud conditions. Then when the first cars come my folks dbou—
bs“»\“‘
-gh9 a old Fbrd in 1913. Then they tried to get to Portland sometimes
in the Spring andf?all and you get stuck about three times getting into

Portland.
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W oas
I always remember one of the big soft spots”on what is now Olson Road

Just North of Hall Blvd. There was a little swampy ditch through there

and that was always a real bad one. They always thought if they could
weré

make that wiw they was doing real good.

LM: When you were growing up on the farm were you required to do @lot of
farm chores around? What were so>me of the Initial responsibilities that
you took care of as far back as you can remember?

my
MH: One of things way back was that I always liked horses so it wasAjob to
Them Them
work with them a little bit. I would feed him and curry him off during

the days and mornings amd—¥hat. Of course my dad didn't have many cows

when L
at that time because $®m-was real small he had just lost that herd. As
Cwhy
soon as 1923 when he started with the cows¥that's when I started milking

Lie, g.\u‘iud S d
cows. V1 eem say I enjoyed it so it was never a grudge to me.

nihve_
IM: You were mentioning to me yesterday aincident that happened to you about

cooid relale
with the horses. I was wondering 1f you repeat that story again?
MH: That's one I remember because I was probably about five years old and my
o teaw of
dad was cutting hay with _bhetween—the horses right up here across where
wenT ovT To The.'Pa’(-?‘d Te Tell ,Dttd
my house is now. My mother and I came—along with-her—out-te—eall-him
U
that- it was lunch:}ime because in those days he didn't pack a watch wikh
him and it was either ring the dinner bell or else go out and tell the
workin
people” it ﬁ;¥ noorn time. So she and I had come out to the field to meet
him>nnd of course I always likedmy horses. se He had a gentle team and he
oV
said " Oh wellyg can drive them on into the barn'". He and mother were
walking along behind and I was walking thrdugh this dust road with dust

on l*
about six or eight inches deecpand I (fell down and instead of letting the

stembled and

horses go, I eld on to the reins and the horses drug me down to the gates.

hofj
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LM:

LM:

(43

e L i o T s e T T S NS P U0 DU —

There,
Whese they went to the barnyard and they stopped. I picked myself up

coughing dust and everything like that¢ That 1s something I will always
remember.
Were you hurt at all?
No it didn't hurt me Eﬁit. It was just good ole dragging through the loose
dust and loose sand someplace.
You must have been real scared though.
I was kind of.dddult=haew. I was afraid to let go of the reins. I didn't
know what would happen.

on
Were there other farm children around here that you grew up witirin=any-
néighboring farms‘khat you would get together with?
Yes, I had two cousins of mine shae;%ive&—eveﬁ the Heaton Boyﬁ)that lived
over the other side of the hill,fﬁ;ﬂm We call it em the back side of this
place}. We were able to cut back through the areas between the two farms
and so we played together quite a bit. In fact my grandad lived with the
Heaton family in later years. So lot's of times they would come over with
grandad or I would go érdndad so we able to get together quite a bit.
The family back then, the institution of the family must have been there
must have been strong bonds between husbands and wives and parents and
children,
That is right. In the case of the Hesse family theretégr%hree boys,éég
my dad had two brothers,and his sister. They all stayed in the farming

business here. %}ot of the machinery and things like that they would

ow
Jummg together and so tim® they were real close.
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I mean with my grandfather here in the early days they had their own
thrgshing machines and é%gﬁ‘work for others with that.

LM: How about the wiie, tﬁ? women, did she have quite a bit of responsi-

q bilitics and choreé¢;erself2 She must have been quite a matriarch in
éhe family life?

MH: The womgn was quite a deal because she had lots of responsibilicies,
beeaase—’ﬁ those early days there éggrealways hired men to cook for and
always three meals a day. Like in the summer time . .

ILM: You hé‘fggd men a7

MH: Yes, they hired men. When I was a real small kid there was generally

(EEE:éz,two here wi#h to help with the work that was going on. It took %}ot
»of time fogjéwhat should I say?a the man of the place took more respoqyb.hLU
sibility in Government thap what they do today. I remember my da%;l
don't think he ever missed a budget meeting igrﬁillsboro Cour{]@ouse
or any road meetings that they would have. They spent more time on things
like that and depended on hired help to do %lot of the work.

LM: So what were some of the specific things the wife would do? The cooking?

MH: She-ﬁgg the cooking and the washing was always the big item because in
those days they dddn't have t#% washing machines,and-things-like that. I
remember the old wash boiller sitting on the stove where thq:y boiled
clothes and-thin, Avlike—thetfpﬂﬁhen ruﬂpﬁtem out on the old washboard.

LM: Most people would have a fit if they had to do that today.

MH: That 1is right. One of the bi§ things was to get up in the morning be-
cause in those days they worked long hours and generally N&%g breakfast
'gj six o'clock and 1c.$%§ up to the women to havey%rggnggy-then.!p\\~

'y JE o
[ vlf Lenx S S )) ALy Yo
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Alsa there were people that would travel through. People from around

h\ -
Tualatin area and even Tigard on thé%é:way to Hillsboro for business

and things like that. A day maybe wouldn't be long enough and cﬁﬁ;l

always had a bilg house so weople would stop and stay oveq:)ight.

Ens of Track 1
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)

(/Q) LM:

LM:

LM:
MH:
LM:

MH:

" Start of Track 2

You were mentloning about people coming through and staying at your
house.
That's righ} people would come through the country amg say, traveling
' Thed
from Hillsboro,—l‘maén—go to Hillsboro for businessge In the County
Thelr
Beat. A lot of times on tg%fé way by they would stop and stay over—

night.. It always seemed to be a enjoyable evening to the older folks,

I was just a real small kid in those days, Fhey would visit and be taﬁ(wga

kimg about things.
Was it people that your parents knew or were they strangers?
0
No, they were strangers to start out with but they would }O—it several
times and kinda get aquainted that way. gﬂot of them depended on stop-
ping at a certain person's house for ovgf:night because the journey
a wqj},
would be quite -aways? I often remember when I was kid the old Watkin's
. ?r00u¢(“$
Products man and the Raleigﬁvman who were In business at that time and
they had their old wagons that they had thelr products in,(@ften times
they would stop for the ndght and just put up. I can remember people
coming along at eight or nine o'clock in the evening and coming to the
1€
door and wondering of they could be put up for the evening. The people
they just expected that we would take care of people like that.
Like you were saying that was a prevailing value in the people then.
That 1is right,
ops
There must have been quite a sense of community then -among—tire 7.
Yes)and that way they got aquainted with alot—of people from off a dis-
lo & were made

tance and—they—secmto, -have alet-of friendshipspamongst people at that

time.
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LM:

ILM:

2.0 LM:

Was that a problem among the farmers back theq’fifty or sixty years ago,

being isolated from one another? Were they spread out; so—that—they won t?
Not in this area. They were close enough that they were quite close

most of the time. Especially if somebody needed help, any neighbor need-

ddond
ed help, why hezsrouldn't need to worry, he had lots of back up and sup-
'

Lor ecamp\e '
porS in case of firesf Salesmen that weren't so trust worthy. One neig-

d on
hbor would know it,§“§ they would notify the others down the line and i@“y
for
would be on the look out of someone in the area that might be taking them

for something.

Is that a common thing for tsaveling salesmen to come through the area?

e
It wlways seemed to me‘%hag,maybe it was just because I was just a kid

and because there was always excitement amongst the older people when

gomebody like that did come through. I can remember one time a couple
of guys were through selli:}g watches, they had anold dollar watch that
someonee§:d thrown away and they were trying to sell it. I know I can
remember my dadﬁg uncle and Mr. Groner and the neighbors here taking off

and going down the road to catch the guy. In those days you didn't call

the sheryiff, why you picked thTe guy up yourself and then the neighbors wou b

‘\n\ds )
him into Hillsboro and turn him over to the authorities in there.

traodolect

Was there any quacks coming by? People that would sell fraudgile med-
icdnes or miracle drugs?
I suppose but I can't remember any of those at all, baelethen. These

that, WY several
others with merchandise wasn't tongoo@; 1 can remember two cases of thoscg--

Vrovn(\d

So the farmers would this guy up or salesman up, would they enforce the

law themselves on this person like taking them down to the corner and beat

them up or something? ke, \nok ©
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MH:

=

LM:

No,I never heard them doing that because most of the people here weren't
topmuch that way, but they sure were the kind of guys that would all get
P ob Whi
in a bunch and three of four of them wauld“Ytake hinf to Hillsboro and see
that the sheriff got ahold of them up there. There was one incident that
o€
kindp sticks in my mind that isn't quite on that but)one time my dad was
minus one of the cows and so he got to looking around and they had taken
}
the animal up in—hh:g timber back along Clarkeééf! Road wp tlmwe and but-
chered it out. The neighbors got together and finally Egﬁ the guy down.
He was headed towards Portland with the thing and they ¥ah him dessm and
took him into Hillsboro. It just shows how people worked together at that
time.

I would imagine that if somebody was doing something illegal it wasn't

a matter of just getting on the phone and calling hhe local police.

No
They were quite #ways a way.
W e
That's righg,they would do themselves. Then in later years my one uncle
or

became what they called a deﬁ:hty sheriff. He was more “less worked under

the sheriff's office and he had his badgg\so h e could pick people up and

take them in. = § v

weo U =~
He'lived in this area th en?

He lived as a neighbor here.
puTlying
Was that quite a common practice around the County £&r in the outline

areas?
)

Yes, that was the practice in th:Bse days. That was in the teenﬁ when the

vere o oos\T
sheriff would have deputies and who are more less volunteers in the rural

community and @ would help enforce law.
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\‘2>O) LM: That is iInteresting. We were touching upon some of the social activities,
Was there some more organized groups in the area? Was there say the
church an institution that maybe people went to ? Was that a very st¥=
é{/ong force€ox_was=ée—eovbmo£:-z?
MH: The church wasn't tos strong but there was a church in Scholls which

-~

was a small congregation. Most people wottld attend. Of caurse we had

Sherwood

Lutherans at that time that would go up to Sharro over near Six Corners
spetl i r=

where there is a church. Catholic people would either go to Tigard or

e
Hillsboro to their chi}rch. Then we had what we called Soul Sleepers who

were the brand that I don't know but they were anoff-breed. Then they
had church in the community for a short time.

IM: Were they an eccentric group?or-mOEeq

MH: I was too small to really know wh:}t they were but I know they must have
been a little bit off th@ old beaten path because people would look at
them a little bit odd or different in ;2535 religion.

IM: Do you remember hearing about the activitiles they did?

cant

MH: I dom™t remember that. That was too far back for me. I know they were
in this area for a period of tfi¢ time.

LM: You were mentioning that the Catholicfgrwould go into Tigard toChurch
and the Lutheran”s would go somewhere else. Was the community d;vided
among éthlic lines kike that? - -Or—sueh—ae+—2

es of KQET
MH: It was just the way the famil& were. The Lutherans more less to

“\hear
bhhemselves and the Catholics h;;g thelr feelings to t&eve church so

they would tzavel a little more distance.
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ba >
The church they have here in Scholls at that time id pretty much of a

community church, which would mean maybe this-week-you-would -have=pr—i

,sﬁﬁﬁié?EZis year you &ill have a Methodist Minister, maybe next year it
would be a Congregational or some of that type. The church itseff is
quite strong but there was#¥® no great size to it.

I gbﬂfﬁe different religious groups would intermingle during the rest of
the week thgn?

MH: Oh yes, because this community was very mixed that way. 1t was never

apy o et methodus s
real strong with anyzﬂe religion. Finallyllike I saia/the mea—met=with—
cagme
this along about 19\% I should say about the late teens the Methodist >

got ahold of this community and thfey kept their people here. vy ok \

aboot+ The ear\asr (40's,
LM: About how many people e we talkin i ng about when we speak of Scholls back

in that time?

’D\(A
MH: Wel% like I said-é& is a big guess because it took alot of area. Well
shovld Saej mgty}‘
I guess—one of the main me&ﬁejbauld be the grange hall over here and

woold abuoT
there was probably be on some program night lkesme 150 people. But they

come from qg»zt‘:-‘esawao;ﬂsrwtﬁs .

LM: When we speak of Scholls, what paet of the country here are we talking
about? How big of an area?

MH: My talking about Scholls runs from an area near the 01d Kénton School
where 1t 1s down here, (Jest to approximately a mile and a half or two
miles West of Groner's Corner, and then $outh till you start up over-the

Pacoe’

hill to Newberg. The hill to Newberg was always a big barder and they

had farms partly up the hill, but after you got about so far up,why you

/
%ﬁgf Bust out of nowhere.
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LN:

IM:

Was there much contact with the two communities dewn the road here at
Farmington and Hazeldale? Were they bigger than they are now?

Yes. Farmington was qﬁite a place. In fact they had/as I remembeg two
7)\ \f/: hove i

churches. dlthodist hif one and then they had a community church and
eceed dal

they—kad a store and it was all quite a little center there. Hazeldale

woo ld go
had a 1little center theee but most of those people probably went to Reed-
ville. That was quite a place because it was on the railroad.

When you speak of the center, you are talking about it was sort of a fatm

qa}hering place for the farmers in the area?

MH:

LM:

Yes, it was a gathering place where they would either have a store or a
church ex—semething-like—that or a blacksmith shog and things like that.
do«ig*
What happened to the city of Farmington? It seem to be much except
the Twin Oakég tavern down there.
That is the main thing now and I guess it is too close to Hillsboro or
. Right
something like that. The center just didn't last there. 5& the #est end
Y 4

of the old bridge Ehefe-%t Farmington was a store that did quite a bit pf
business in it's day. Then near where Rood Bridge Road-cdémes down and his
'f; gl S pelley

arming road was a creamery thet was—put—in thdre—and did business for
quite a little while.
Was there a center to Scholls? I mean sort of where there was a central

location where there was a store or maybe.a livery stable? W

,‘)5 .

Ferrid

In Scholls they had this store that is still here now as Pettriges. That
. { awel {

is an old store that was started back in the 1890's sometime by -Rawl bro-

thers. It has been a center for a long time. One time there was a barber ~

shop across the road from it.
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MH:

LM:

LM:

MH:

Then as you went 8outh you come to where the old church was and then you
3
cross®the bridge on further $outh and-there wheré Scholls garage is now.

acsory
ﬁgght acroess the road from that was the old blacksmith shop. Then near

where the road turns toward'“idway thewe atr%igithere was a little store
started up bl the Adams Family and run for quite awhile. Thea—they butle
the-second—stere The Oddfellows or—some groupin-Stratt built égll_agiii"d
store and the Oddfellews had their hall and staff uéstairs. We had the
Grange Hall that was down the road toward Newberg just a little bit.
Speakhu?éhe Grange;was thé%auite a strong organization in this area then?
The Grange in the 1890's égggireal strong. They had lots of support in
the farming area. Most all the farmers were members of the Grange.

What were some of the activities that the Grange paij;ook in? What was
7E&g§§objective?

That is something that I really don't know. I was just a little too young
to get really in on.iT I can remember going to some of the meetings and
things like that they haq)bgt at thet time there was a lot of discussion
on political things and gﬁﬁggzilike that that they would take interest in.
Was 1t also sort of a social gathering for the farmersltoo?

It was a social gathering. There was quite a bit of thet. Then one time
the Scholls Grange would sponsor what they called the Scholls Fair. 1In
the fall of the year why they would put on a fair which would be held be-
hind the second store. I call it that now. They would set up big camps
and some of the farmers would bring in their better cows and their horses

he™
and havé‘judged out. The wives would bring their canned foods and things

like that. It was just a small fair but it was quite a community project.
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LM: You attended some of these fairs then yourself?

MH: Yes., When they had the last one I was in the fourth grade. That would be

o(( 2\
about 1920 v¥~s0. I can remember that one real well. I remember dad tak=
ing his team of horses osér and Mr. Brown over by Laurel brought his team
of horses ofer and they were the two top teams. Mr, Brown won out in the
end. (laughing) The school here had a booth. I am talking about Groner
School,a little one room school at that time. They had thelr booth and of
course kids had their l5#%ke writings and stories and things like that that

Q_X\\\bvxﬁd/

they had done and they exdibited their things.

ILM: So all age groups would come to the fair then?

MH: That 1is right, it was quite a thing for all age §roups. At some of the
fairs they would elect a queen and havelher as a drawing card should I say.
?cobaﬂé at Twe dance-
at the Grange Hall that evening.

LM: It must have been quite an exciting tﬁ:gng for the farmers to look forward
to L]

MH: At that time.

LM: Did they have dances quite often in this area?

-the

MH: They'*ell about theg,but like I say,s& days of the old dances t3mt was before
my time. I always heard my unclg,and those and tell about how they would
go to the dances at the.. (Jell sometimes 1t would be in private homes. But
in later years they were at the Grange Hall and they would dance until it
was time to go home and milk their cows. (laughing) They would walk ten or

twelve miles to get there.

LM: They must have too tired to do any dancing after that walking!
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LM:

MH:

LN:

I always wondered what it would be like the next day. They used the Brange
Hall ﬁegfgzixt a f#w community center for things like that.

Did they have a band d% some type at the dances? Or did you ever hear?
Most—of—the—time génerally somebody would play the plano and they had sev-—
eral of them that would play the violin or something on that order. A

good old fiddler group or something like that and=trat would be EE@%E main
music. When they had them in p;%vate homegll know they had good old phons —
deraphs. One of the places that I can remember is that they had one of
these old RCA Victor phonographs with the round records on.lzag;d the big
horns and that was the music for the evening.

We mentioned the community feir._ (Was the,Washipgton County Fair a big event
back in those times? (Rocitgovs (C?‘"'-JDE&(
No,I can't remember the Washington County FAlr and all. The first fair that

I can remember that came ac;;;ﬂ was the Banks Hog and Dairy Show. “hat was
about in 1923. 1 guess I was é}gaenough to participate in. i Thé_dH"was

b{a(‘(‘ ] d.ng} i 0
just strting up at that ti me, agd I remember going up d;ivin an old truck

with the hard tires and=thirnps—3like=that- on 1t and gﬁot of the neighbor
boys here took our stuff up to the fair which was at Banks right where the
+reo

old high school is today. That fair only lasted for,/Z years and-then I
and et

think\they just didn't have anymore backing. So then a couple years after

that they had the County Fair that started at Shute Park. They may have

had some earlier county fairs but I couldn't remember.

You mentioned 4H. Was that something young people were involved in back

in the 1920's?
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MH:

LM:

LM:

Some wne (€
Now they started the 4H in this area back in 1922-9@ 1923 or semething liice.

wn There

thet. It was Just a new thing that just started out by, I assume, & was-
stamtead throuph the extension sefvice at Oregon State.

What type of things were they involved with?

They were involved with in the early dayéigith cattle and hogs. From there
on we<t§$i to what we do gigh the 4 H today. Which is the girls have their
sewing and things like that. The originals wereqjﬁyk in hogs and cattle
that I can remember. Wty o Le%5

In other words they would help supply the n%g; methods of ralslng the hogs
and cattle?

Yes/and getting mere-pure-bred Into purebred lines and better lines ahd
teaching the young kids all new methods.

So it was almost like the coming of the scientific farming?

That is right, 1t was starting of a different area of farming as far as I
was concerned.

Before that time on your grandfathegus farm and your father's farm, was there
much of a farming method or practices that they followed scientific'methods
or was It mostly just time honor tradition?

I would say mostly on tradition because until Oregon State started their

2
extension services, from tgg%g on f#aen you got intongzyzgtific methods of
doing it/but back in the older days th:;& did it just like the year before
and if they had ggod luck why they would try it the same way.

We mentioned and salked about beforé that originally this area was used for
dairy and then they switched to wheat. What was some of the crops that were

grown in thig area? Yuur\ (u(mL qnd_ The ‘*D{(l\ Qi 43.-“\@,&&&@5
went Ej |

B e P — R 1y 4 P e A % b b et A R -fl"“l‘w
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MH: Back in the earlier days/like I mentioned a little earlie9 @&ot of them
raised hay that they hauled loose on wagons down to the dairy farms that
were near Portland. There was quite a little demand for that. Then of
course they started in ;zgggfgrain and things like that, which Portland
was a market for, 2. There was also a little old grisk mill that was over

\&

Ky -
here\ﬁg Schodls right down by Baker Creek. They would grind out flour as
at Schells
gs=%k for people that needed it here.

LM: That was more of a local?

MH: A local, it was kind of a local flour mill or grinding mill. In the earlier
days we have Mr. Groner who weat=and started the walnuts in the early 1900's
and then/like I say'shortly afterwards berrys and crops come in.

IM: You ﬁéntioneéagriéf mill. Most people now days have know idea what a grigf
mill is. I wonder 1f you could tell me a little bit about it in general?
Maybe a little bit of specific information about the one down here?

MH: Vhet A gris¥ mill was,aﬁ just a mill where they would grir(& up E&&(;rain.
This one here was run by a big water wheel down by the creek and it would

The
come up and the mill itself was a_stone mill whese=dt had two stonesjbhat

“Tarwos v
one would tdrn and one was stationary. As the grain would go down”there
it would be ground up. They would grind it up fine enough that they would
- [ STEN D?r\l' ' Y s/
come from there and run it over little screens and sitch the dower as yutr
flour and your better grain and your bran or whole wheat and that type of

flour, ther— .

End of track 2
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Start of Track 3

IM: We-were talking-—-about »Lu were telling me about the griéF mill down here.

I am just curious, did the indivhgual familyes 4i%timy grind thelr own

flour or did they have to take it down to the griét mill?

Here at home we had an old steam engine that we used for thrashing in the

summertime and we had it sgt in the shed and we could run the belt to a

stone QL;J inside the ggg;ggiij Hewe the Hesse' ﬁ/a group of brothers/would

all bring the grain here and have it ground for their animal feeds for

hogs andaaalry g;ttle and things like that.

You mentioned a thrasher a couple of times. Can you explain what a thre-

sher is?

A thresher is the old threshing machine Ehép which separated the grain from

the straw‘pag'Ehe first one that the Hesse's had hese was back in about 1901

or so. The grain would come in in bundles from the field and they would
dwo  ares wou 4

have Z or B fellas up in front standing on boards and theyatake these

bundles and cut the string on them and hand feed them down into a cylin-

der that would separate the grain out and aa the straw cqme out of the

back end rather than the newer types that most of us thiktk about with

\'r ﬂ\@l(
blowing out big piles of straw had a chain conveyor that conveyed the straw

)
back. Then they generally had a couple of kids with a horse on each end

ang

of a plank with few teeth on it snad they would drag this straw back..from

under that conveyor to keep it away and take it out into the fields where
)

it could be scattered again and plewed under. Then in later years they cqme

with a blower that they put back there that blows the straw in a pile and

had e
then they come—in=with what they call the self-feeders on the front in

where they could just pitch hhe bundles down at the machine and go on through,
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LM:

MH:

IM:

2

LM:

You mentioned hops being grown in this area. What—time=—was~there—?

was small
The hops were here when I ceme but they were probably started in the 18909
in some of the places.” It was quite a crop at that time because people
would hand pick them, srrd=———.
That was this area or the whole total Tualatin Valley?
There was quite a bit in Tualatin Valley but there agéeseveral hop yards
in Schollsjgix(zgrners roa@,down in there. There was two or three of them.

goed sneﬁ

As you got around ®ix éérners there was several pretty hlop patches there.
That 1s going towards Sherwood?
Yes
Now were these grown commercially? Were they taken into a brewery somewhere?
Yes, they had their dryers. Most all of these farms that had ten acres or
so of hops or a little more seemed like to mefE:Z¥mthe7 had their little
hop dryer where they would dry their hops and from there they would take
them into the- brewerysin Portland.
What were some of the original breweries in Portland that they would take
them to?
There is Blitz Weinhard, Blitz and then Weinhard were a couple of them and
I can't remember any of the others. A neighbor over here, his folks worked
at the Weinhard Brewery and that's how come I know it's quite a place.
I know that is one of the original ones in the Portland area. The ones
that have stuck. Did some of the farmers make their own beee?
I think so. There was npot of home brew in those days. Then in the later

years when the prohibition come injwhy,of course you always had people

making their own. (laughing)
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LM:

LM:

That was quite an era as far as I was concerne@)in the prohibition days
when you had to hear about all the défferent stills and things like! thaf:
Farmers would get ralded on or people would get raided on.

So the IRS would come all the way out here. Feds would come all the way
out here to check up on hop growers?

The FB; I guess you would call thenyor the sheriff's office would make a
gaid every once in awhile on them.

Did you try to be - Try different methods to avoid getFing caught? Were
you alerted to them or any particular or funny instances happen to those
guys?

Our family wasn't enough into it with that business to have any fear of it)

Theyr
but I know some of the neighbors and some of therg experiences of how they

would a alert each other gg'what might be happening or something.

Was there anything else made besides beer?

no RD+
Oh kwow, good old home brew. What they used to call Reek Gut. (laughing)
Cfock\“écwl?r 5 quec king, - = v
Made in =21l kinds of places, that is what would get me. They would try

to hide the still anywhere from under the chicken house to down behind the
Their ae\h xS

barn someplace. Rrobably some—of—-these weren't toogood.
Those old stills, what were they like? They must have been 7uite a con-
traption.
Yo i i'rh

I can't remember too many. All I can remember is generally‘pzé the little

bJ(TY(.),
burner deal where they would have to heat it and then there coils up over
and whereever and come back out. You would see all kinds of contmaptions.

Were there Woman's Temperance League out here in Scholls? Were they play-

ing any major role in cracking down on the stills?
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MH: No, ghey didn't seem to. 1In fact I should say the community of Scholls
wasn't to much for alcohol anyway. We had certain people in it but it
wasn't enough that they could get a Femperance League or anything likk
that started.

Ferd Gerore '
(ELCQ ILM: You mentioned Mr. Groneg starting his walnut orchards. When did they
start coming in?

MH: He started those back in the early 1900's‘aﬁé\He had made a trip to Califon®
and saw some of the walnut orchards add=thimgs down there and he always
wondered why they wouldn't do good in this area. He made contacts with
several of these growers down_therc -and=he imported some of the trees from
there and found out they grow pretty well in this area. He developed quite
a nursgry system and had quite a nursgry up here,as# Mr. Groner being the;tjfﬁé
fella he was,when he went in to somethingihe went i@ all out for it. He

pre mo\vf‘ /
prombed his sales and things like that. At one time he had quite a nurag;yfﬂ//

ohtfitlwhich'ﬁeégg;ﬁ tEZLL and he had several hundred acrres of orchards in
the early days. By the 1920's he had/I would say,a thousand acres or so
of walnuts himself. Either himself or in company with other people. Mr.
Groner was a promoter and when he went 1in for something he went all out.

LM: Could you tell me a little bit more about Mr. Groner? Or what kind of man
he was or the types of things he was involved with beside this?

MH: He was/like I saiq,a promoter and he was pretty_much of an ambitious sort,
because—tike-d—gatd lh the earlier days he and §ggzlgtarted the saw mills
down=here in Scholls and had the tile millladd he had-gdie quite a farming
opesation. He went into pure bred cattle amd then when he went into walnuts

he went all out and had thosesawd Jthen in the 1920's he came in with Boysen-

berries iaothis area.
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He promoted them allot. He was the kind that he would take his sample berries
and-hake them over to California or taK:b them towards the East Coast and
try to find markets for them. He also promoted the sale of plants to get
other people started in them.
Then when Mr. Groner would start his walnuts or hls boysenberries or what-—
ever it was did the surrounding farmers pick up on that? Did they start
their own little farming?
Yes, 3lot of them that would go into it. In fact)walnuts along in about
Scholls
the 20's and 30's was quite an industry in the S6heids area. Due to the
weather conditions of a couple bad frosts and the Columbus Day wind storm
and a few things like that destroying trees and things why the industry
pretty much quit the walnut business. Even Mr. Groner grubbed out a 100
and some acres of walnuts and put in filberts in place of ,because Fhe climate
Them
just isn't what walnuts need. We still have a few walnuts as far as that
goes but it isn't a real good crop anymore.
(o] 8 WMposqwé
You mentioned that he had a couple 1960 acres of walnuts. Who would harvest
all these nuts?
In the @all of the year they would let school out for say a couple of weeks
in-the—year and kids from Groner School here and from Mountainside/hasa if
COv, \((
they wanted to g?/ pick walnuts. Then they would ilmport people f£from the

employment office and things like that £8fm Portland would come out and do

‘ghe job.

LM: Yor the schodl children getting out and picking up the walnutsJ ¥pw much

money could they make doing hbat for a day or a week?
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MH:

LM:

MH:

LM:

MH:
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Some of them would do pretty good because they used to pay anywhere from
Threc.

10¢ for a bucket I think. . . . Anyway for a ¥ gallon bucket of walnuts

they would get anywhere from 10¢ to 25¢ depending on the price of.the crop

and how many walnuts were under the tree, and—things—like—that.

Did you ever pick up walnutéﬁﬁﬁahq-w—4

Just at home because my dad put in 10 acres of walnuts and so we had our
with

own to pick up. I spent time working ;n/Mr. Groner's nursgry when I was

in grade school,about the sigvérade on througb,after school and on Saturdays

helping plant the walnuts itself in rows out in the nurspry. Trimming out

trees getting them ready for grafting. I never did ady grafting myself.

We were talking about ch:}ldren helping out. I am sure school children

could only help seasonally when they are eut of school. How about other

times of the year? Did the local farmers in the area hire part-time help

or hire help? I think we mentioned this a little bit before.

There was %lot of hired H plp but it was only the walnuts and berries that

they had the school kids for. There was lots of help. Young ieilas in

ébgig later teens and older people that were haddgobs,lika Mr. Groner wp

Irepe would probably have seven or eight men most of the time to run his

operation. Then as he expanded more he had several farms and he had fer=

focmass
-é;;ns on the farms. They would have hired crews under them.

1.
Jd)
What kind of people were th'ese hired help? Were they people waiting in

the wings so to speak for their own farm land or pretty much out of school

walting for a job?
Some of them were high school kids looking for jobs and some of them were
people that were interested in farming but couldn't afford to do it them-

gelves,

.
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Then we always/in the earlier days/had the employment office which wasn't

necessarily a government employment office and private employment office's
ed o)

in Portland. Batchelor type people that just needimg work would come out

and the farmers would generally have a place for them to stay and they

would get wages; so much a month plus room and board.

They would then live on the farm and be part of the family.

(pc('ql(
They would live on the farms as noz one of the family but it would just

Thet?
be there place to live and some of them would stay for five or séx years

on one farm.

You mentioned yeaterday that there was Chinese working in thils area. Could
you tell me a little about them and when they came in?

It waa along in the 90'5, v%hen our experience wag,and that was when my
grandad had a bunch of land to clear here across the road which was big oak
trees and things like that. These Chinese would come out as a group and wer®
furnishF%ﬁusr a building of some kind for them to live in and then they would
grub these stumps. Qhey:p#ebabigziéﬁ-wages that I heard at that time was
I=hsewd about 10¢ a day. As I said,the Chinese had their long hair and
braida down the back aAd when they worthut grubbing these stumps I under-
stand they would wrap the hair around their head to keep it out of the mud.
Where did they come from?

I don't know’but 1f I remember things right from history at one time the
Chinese and Orientals made quite ar;:ipous to coﬁe over to th&s country
because they thought it was a real good place to live. I remember the
immigration officials cut them off because}according to my schooling)they
wveren't the dcsiﬁﬁpblejthat this country wanted.

T - ~ s e
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MH:

LM:

14
(
It was considered a yedlow scaré they called it.

Yep, so that pretty much ended that. They were source of cheap labor a few
years.
What happened to them? Did they move away?
That 1s a good question. I have kgg; idea.
How about the migrants? Especially the Chicanos and Mexicans. £id they
come in after World War 11? Did they help on the farms in this area?
Yes, they did. A neighbor of ours down herg/Mr. Lautrell, raised lots of
berries and things like that. He set up a labor camp and several of those
people that had berry farms would set up these labor camps. Chicanos would
come in and I don't know if they were all from e Mexico but they were
from down by the border égﬁﬁféﬂﬁlzi They were almost the big source of
ﬁelp after hhe World War 1l because it seemed like there wasmt enough

- 3 4mke ween\
gaade school kids amd=things—Tike—that to keep care of the berry crop and
so they got quite dependant on these people.
How were they viewed by the townsfolk? Were they just considered workers
or were they..?
In this area they were just considered workers. This area kewe was very
peacefu% I mean people got along,and Mexicans didn't seem to bother them
or Chicanos didn't seem to bother them at all. It was pretty much under
real good control.

Was there much contact with them outside working with them or were they

pretty much stay by themselves?

e e——— - ——— —vva, - P - . T A T e e e A et o 2 TS Bt SN SN ST WA



Page 33
Minor Hesse
Accession No., LOH 78-242.3

MH:

LM:

LM:

T PTNCED T i’ 0 4 M0 br *VIn Afr  S o ot S M BT R A 8 g B T [ e e M e e M A S O e v i o - Y Y WSt _— i
I e e+ T ¢ OB 4T M R A T e AN T Y A

LulTrell

They pretty much stayed by themselves and I always thought Mr. Lautrell
Spellt \/\,9
had a fairly good camp and ke kept 1t pretty well organized‘h&} These
cavse
peoplé’didn't seem to be- friction or anything else in the community. Some
es
af-1ﬂu5:communit§ seemed like they had lots of problems. This one here
didn't seem to have any. I remember seeing immigration officials come
“the
through to try and catch illegal ones. You would probably see the immi-
gration officdals setting up ecut=here about four 0'clock in the morning
along some of these roads. At daylight you would see the illegal Mexicans
scattering all through the country running into the timber until the immi-
caughl
gration officials eatéi—what they could and then along toward evening they
would come out of the brush again and head back to the camp. (laughing)
Would the farmers cooperatprwith the immigration officials or were they

pretty much like to see their illegal aliens work?

The farmers in this area would just pay no attention and let the immigrasion

e hed Chage e

; ' ; (S
officials do theég job -abd -£ind them and if not so what!

A
About how many migrants lived here a%*gie time during the harvest season?
I would say they had as many as 300 in this one camp and then there was a
couple of other smaller camps with mayber 50 or so in them.
Were they as thelr name implied. Did they migrate back and forth according
to the season?
They seemed to come either when Mr. Lputrell had contacts someplace er
_seemthdng but generally by a certain date why thye would come in by buses
and pick-ups and cars and cverything else and stay through the summer season.
He had his berries and cucumbers and different crops for them to help har-

vest and then in the fall they would leave just as quick as they came. They

would head back where as theee living conditions would be cheaper than here,
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None off the families ever stuck year around then?

No

I think we talked a little bit about some of the machinery that was used
in the fields when some of the techn®logical changes. . When your grand-
father startdd again back in the 70's what was the predominant m3¥é$é§%
of farming? I imagine you depended on animal power:

Yeg)all the early farming of course was done by horses and it was done

S hEe
for quite a period of time. Generally farmers in those days had a plow

and a‘ggggggf;nd a seeder or a gnél of some kinq;that would be about his
main equipment. WhereZ}s your horses were slower and they didn't till
grounde%%ge they do today. I can remember back in the late teens when
they got the first tractor herg,they always wanted to blame the tractor
for packing the ground tocsolid. They didn't piSiiﬁp the tractors as much
as they should. The folks here goggg; 1918 and kept it a couple of years
$i11 it gave them trouble and then they went back to horses after a year
or ﬁé:Zand then finally went into tractors pretty much. A team of horses
and—-you—go-out—and-plaw—amnd—they plowegost of the winter through any good
day they had, In the winter, they would be plowing the fieldﬁj ‘then in Spring
it would just be-%ftry and work it up with the implements that they had,

+b0‘r}'\ oL WY ¥ ¥
either springtheough or harrow. Nowedays with a tractor,of course,you

~can go out and plow your ground a little while you have discs and culter-

\\‘t\) CU\k“ cvlde

~pac

ers and you name it as far as implements go. The crop you can raise
today 1is gétﬁiﬁé<1 mean a heck of @lot better than any crop you c&ﬁ}éaiue
in those days. Average crop a week in those days they thought was pretty
good would be 25 to 30 bushel an acre. Now we are talking about 95 to 100

bushels a week,
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When the tractors first began to come in was there a resentment or stub-
borness on the part of the farmers to adapt to the new methods? Were they
pretty much content with their old . .?

Most of them) I shouldn't say most of them) éﬁot of them couldn't afford

wa s
to go into machinery bewause the farmer that had just a small acreage isi

morégaess priced out. Then there was also a group that I~know several-—of

them=thed had a f%in% amount of horses, say 10 , 12 head of horses/rhmy
1

wouid;gﬁ;ih:ahghtéﬁa they were pretty much doubtful as to whether it would

pay to go toe%ractor, because the tractor would pack the ground and the

tractor would do this or that and it took quite a few years before the tram-

Aractor really caught on to what could do., After rubber tires came in the

MH:

smaller tractors wiye iF seemed to pick up %lot faster.
Sort cf similar to the previous question . . I imagine you have seen quite
élot of changes in agrxqglture and farming through the years?
Lots of it as far as that goes. The old dairy farm,as I 'gﬁg was 10 cows
or so and now we are talking about the dairy farm with anywhere from about
75 a3 on up. Just everything has changed as far as I am concerned. There
is no comparison. They have less farmers, bigger acreages.
What does your farm involve into now? What do you use your farm for as
far as crops?

qot-
Ours ¥geobta aay s stayed as the old dairy farm that they had back in the
early days of great—grandaddy;coming. We still classify ourselves as mainly
a dairy farm. We milk around a 100 cows. We have gone into the hog business
quite heavily. We are Into grain and wheat and hay to sell so we have ex-

panded all the way around. We have stayed real dg¢versified instead of going

into any one crop.



Page 36
Minor Hesse .
Accession No, ILOH 78-242.3

IM:

=

How about the future of farming in this area? Do you see it continuing
to be a farming community in the Scholis area or changing mnto a urban

suburban?

We are going suburban real fast., I—yeu-try as far as things go right——my

3 &reréﬂg éé areas that hasn't changed a darn bit be-
cause we have severaloégall farms around here and they are still about the
same size. The future to me I think it is only a matter of a few years
ti1l this area will be pretty much urban. Taxes are getting high and with
expansions of Portland and little towns a{épund I can't seep how we can
stay the way we arefA‘;he values of the land(%oday;qﬁe land values aee not
set by the farms; they are set by the investéf, Investing into the future.
I can't see anything but change ahead of us.

Do you ever wish for farming like i* ;;23; 20 or 30, 40, 60 years ago?

No, it is fun to look back and see all the fun and things when we were

younger, but to go back to the old days;that is not for me. I want to go

<
ahead! I think therea{s—%fot better days ahead of usl!l

End of Interview



