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Designate
Your
Donation

’s almost time
for the annual
United Way cam-

paign to begin.
Three of Community
Action’s programs
are supported by
United way funds:
information and
referral, the home-
less family shelter,
and emergency basic
needs assistance.
You can help support
these programs, too,
by designating
Community Action
on your United Way
form.
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It Takes a Whole Community

t is said that it takes a whole
Ivillage to raise a child. In the

case of a homeless family, help
comes from a whole community.

Pregnant and with two small chil-

dren, Zulma Lopez came to
Portland late last fall to leave a
bad situation in California. Staying
with the only person she knew
here, Zulma found a job she liked
with an electronics assembly com-
pany. It wasn’t long, however,
before the manager of the apart-
ment complex presented the two

Zulma and two of her children.

families with an ultimatum: if
Zulma didn’t move, her friend
would be evicted. Zulma took her
children and left.

Diane had just turned three,
Steven was eight months and
Zulma was six months pregnant.
Without a home or a place to leave
the children while she worked, she
had to quit her job. Spending
three weeks at two different shel-
ters, Zulma kept looking for a
place to live, walking the streets
with the children all day, carrying
one baby and holding the hand of
the other. Her friend’s husband
offered to help out if she
found an apartment, but
because she had no rental
history, no references and
little money, nobody would
rent to her. Zulma’s last
paycheck soon ran out. As
the family sat on the steps
of a church, one of the
church volunteers offered to
take her to the YWCA for
food. Zulma says of these
weeks, “ I didn’t know any-

(Continued on Page 3)




Annual Golf

Tournament Set

olish your clubs and plan to

join Hillsboro Sunrise

Rotary’s 6th annual celebrity
golf tournament! A benefit for
Community Action’s homeless fam-
ily shelter, the tournament will take
place at Forest Hills Golf Course in
Cornelius on September 13.
Registration begins at 11:45 a.m.
with foursomes meeting their
celebrities for lunch. Tee-off will
be at 1:15 p.m., and the day will
end with a light buffet dinner and
benefit auction of great items.
Participants have

(

so much fun that
they come back
year after year to
enjoy the fun, the
prizes and the
food - all for a
good cause. For
further informa-
tion, call Scott
Aldrich, chair of
the event, at

648-4792.

Community Connections is the quarterly
newsletter  of  Community  Action
Organization, 1001 SW Baseline St., Hillsboro,
OR 97123, and is published by the
Development Office and Yvette Dyer, volun-
teer.

Community Action Organization is a private,
non-profit corporation providing a wide vari-
ety of services to the needy in Washington
County, Oregon. For further information:
Administration: 648-6646
Client Services Department:

Hillsboro 648-0829

Tigard 639-0495

(Neighborshare)
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Cindy Hirst
Board Chair

ver the past few months, we

have been gathering infor-

mation to increase our
understanding of the demographics,
issues and views of poverty in
Washington County. We have heard
from many sectors of our communi-
ty, including low-income residents
and key leaders. We would like to
share with you some of what we are
learning.

In our “Faces of Poverty” report

which will soon be available to the

Message from the
Poard (_hair and

[T xecutive Director

Jerralynn Ness

Executive Director
groups and distributed surveys to
determine our effectiveness in
addressing the causes of poverty.
We are now assembling the wealth
of information we’ve received and
will utilize it in our strategic plan-
ning process which began last
spring and will be completed in
early 1997. Board and staff mem-
bers are looking at our vision for
the county and how the agency’s
values and mission will fit that
vision. We will be prioritizing our
work to focus on

public, we are remind-
ed that over 38,000
people in Washington
County are living on
very low incomes, with
over 20,000 of them
living in poverty. Only
about 20% of the
households living in
poverty receive welfare
assistance and 65%
have at least one
employed family mem-
ber.

In June, about 110
people shared their

“We will be pri-
oritizing our
work to focus on
activities that
have the great-
est impact on
poverty, using
the strengths of
our organiza-
tion and the
resources
entrusted to us.’

activities that have
the greatest impact on
poverty, using the
strengths of our orga-
nization and the
resources entrusted to
us.
We believe that
opportunities exist or
can be created to
assist low-income
people to achieve
self-determination

’ and eventually move
out of poverty. We are

views and experiences
at our four Dialogue on Poverty
community meetings. Participants
identified their top six issues to be
addressed which are discussed in
our Dialogue on Poverty story in
this newsletter.

We have also conducted focus

committed to assisting
our community to reduce the inci-
dence and severity of poverty in
Washington County. As always,
your belief in and support of our
efforts motivates us and allows us
to continue to meet the challenges
of our work. Many thanks.
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ver 100 concerned commu-

nity members gathered in

June to discuss their ideas
about poverty in Washington
County. Community Action spon-
sored four dialogues, including one
that.was conducted in Spanish.

Participants were often emo-

tional as they shared their personal
experiences. Everyone had the
opportunity to say what they feel is
most important in order to reduce
poverty. Issues considered top
priority were:
® more safe and affordable housing
* more of people's basic needs
being met
e more full-time jobs with good pay
and benefits
® increased family capacity to solve
problems effectively and nonvio-
lently
* more people with basic skills in
reading, math and communication
e increased quality, affordable child
care and other support for working

adults
Strategies for addressing these
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Participants in a round-table discussion

issues were discussed as well and
will be incorporated into our agency

and community planning efforts.

They will be combined with the

results of other dialogues nation-
wide in order to influence decision
making at the state and national
levels.

Play It Again
Changes Hours

lay It Again, Community
Action’s free clothing and house-

hold goods store, has added
Thursday mornings from 9:00-noon to
its open hours. Other hours are

Tuesdays from 9:00—noon and
Wednesdays from 9:00am-3:00pm.
Currently the store is closed on
Saturdays until more volunteers sign
up. Donations will be gratefully
accepted during the store’s open hours.
To volunteer for Saturday or any other

day, call 693-3254.

Community Support
Helps a Homeless Family
(Continued from Page 1)

one else here or where to go. | even
lost my ID three times because 1
couldn’t carry a purse and the babies,
t00.”
She found out about Community
Action’s homeless family shelter when
she went there to get donated clothing,
and she immediately put herself on the
waiting list. The day after she moved
into the shelter, she was admitted to
the hospital for a week, with bed rest
ordered for the duration of her preg-
nancy. After being in and out of the

hospital several more times, Zulma
gave birth to daughter Shaddai on

January 15.

The community has supported the
shelter in countless ways, including
donations of money, labor, clothes and
food. At the end of the Lopez family’s
stay, the community stepped in again
in the form of Orenco Presbyterian
Church which invited Zulma and her
children to move into an empty house
they had purchased. Scott Aldrich, a
church member and organizer of the
Hillsboro Sunrise Rotary Golf
Tournament which benefits the shelter,
oversaw the details. The church paid
the rent and utilities, with neighbors
and parishioners checking in on the
family to make sure they had what they
needed. In March, Zulma’s Section 8
came through and she was able to

move her family to a three-bedroom
apartment on the bus line. “People
have been so nice to us, helping us
and giving us things,” Zulma says.

She is now looking for child care so
she can go back to her job at the elec-
tronics assembly company. “It’s a good
job,” she says, “and they want me
back.”

Scores of other community groups
and individuals have helped the shel-
ter over the years, painting, cleaning,
gardening, repairing, tutoring, collect-
ing needed items and planning special
events to help shelter residents feel
less overwhelmed by their circum-
stances. As Zulma Lopez knows, it
takes a community to help a homeless
family.
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Volunteers
Recognized

t Community Action’s annu-

al meeting on June 19, five

volunteers were recognized
for outstanding service to the com-
murtity. Carol Aldrich was honored
for her organization of the Hillsboro
Chamber Leadership workday at

: Commuhity Connections

the shelter; Mike Gieszler, a City of
Hillsboro employee, received an
award for designing and coordinat-
ing the construction of the chil-
dren’s play structure at the shelter.
Theola Van Loo accepted an award
for the Westco Emergency Fund, a
group of West County churches
which collects and provides emer-
gency cash to people who have

exhausted all other resources. Lori
Avalos was recognized for her
efforts in helping the Neighbor-
share office with its clerical back-
log. Debbie Wetzler received an
award for her many hours of service
to the Head Start program.
Community Action is fortunate to
have the help of these and other
such dedicated volunteers.
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Fimmancial IPomnors.,

Aloha Garbage Company, Inc.
Jewell and Carol Bailey
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Oregon
Pamela Brown
Camille Miller Insurance
City of Beaverton
Carol Clark
CeCe & Cam Clitheroe
Norma & Elburn Cooper
Heather Down
Joanne & Daniel Dunatchik

_ Betty Eastman & Cheryl Mayhew
Margaret & James Eickmann
Emanuel Lutheran Church
Louise P. Feldman
First Christian Church
Dale & Friedel Goodrick
Green Gables
Darlene Greene
H.I. Irwin & D.C. Irwin Foundation
Bonnie Hays & Art Lewis
Cindy & Herb Hirst

Agprr-il 1 To

Jacktown Women’s Club
Kinnaman S.A.C.C. Association
Lois Ebel & Associates Real Estate, Inc.
David Lowry

Meridian Park Medical Foundation
Metzger United Methodist Church
Sandra Miller

Miller Consulting Engineers
Morning Star Circle

Jerralynn Ness & Bernie Thurber
Northwest Building Maintenance
Stephanie Oliver

Adrianne & Lee Peterson

Charlie & Jane Pitts

Ponzi Vineyards

Reedville Cafe & Catering

Susan & Francis Ripley

Saint Vincent De Paul

Harold & Dottie Scharback
Evelyn Shattuck

Homer & Nancy Speer

St. Alexander Catholic Church

Juoamme 30,

1996

St. Francis Parish

Dick & Doreen Stenson

The Collins Foundation

Milton & Monica Thursam

Tigard Church of God

Tigard Covenant Church

Tigard Friends Church

United Church of Christ

United Methodist Church

United Way Of King County

United Way of the Columbia

Valley Community Presb. Church

Visitation Alter Society

Wess’s Barber Shop

Russ & Pam Wilkinson

Lucie Wisdom

Women’s Fellowship/United Church of
Christ Congregational

Carren Woods

(Note: We apologize for any omissions,
and all donors will be listed in our
next newsletter.)
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