











VICTOR ATIYEH
GOVERNOR
1979-1987

INTERNATIONAL
CONSULTANT & TRADE

November 23, 1992

Mr. Andrew Tobias
787 Northeast 71 Street
Miami, Florida 33138

Dear Andy,

It is good to hear from you. I shall be seeing Peter Tanous 1in
early December at our Bank Audi California meeting.

As you may (or may not) know I vigorously and publicly opposed our
Ballot Measure 9 which was defeated in Oregon at our general
election. It is my hope that the New York Times gave the defeat as
much prominence as they did about the appearance of it on our
ballot. My position was that discrimination against anyone was
wrong and putting it in our Constitution compounded the evil.

Which brings me to your request. I have very little problem with
your first paragraph. However, I am not rock solid on your second
(which is writing that specifically into law).

This 1is not a total rejection, but I would like to ask you a
guestion which I have been asking for a 1long time with no
satisfactory answer. Why do the 1lesbians and gays feel a
compunction to announce their sexual preference? I really do not
feel a strong desire to know.

In my administration we had no litmus test of any kind. the best
person is all I was looking for and it worked marvelously well.

I shall await your answer. In the meantime, my best to you.

VIittor Afiyeh
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VICTOR ATIYEH
GOVERNOR
1979-1987

INTERNATIONAL
CONSULTANT & TRADE

December 17, 1992

Mr. Andrew Tobias
787 Northeast 71 St.
Miami, Florida 33138

Dear Andy,

I appreciate your letter, especially with the knowledge that you
were on a very tight time frame. It is my hope your South African
trip was fruitful.

It would serve no useful ©purpose to "tennis match" this
philosophical discussion on the subject of gays and lesbians. I
have no doubt that they do not '"choose" to be that way. But, 1in

spite of your most thoughtful letter, I am still unsure why many
have such a strong urge to make their sexual preference public.

Unguestionable the homosexuals are a minority, which means most
people are not. By the same token, the majority view homosexuality
unusual at best and unacceptable at worst. Even then as you
described it in your letter, they have a feeling of shame whether it
is right or wrong.

So, here we have a majority of people, with varying degrees of
negative feelings on the subject of homosexuality and some of those
who are gays or lesbians feel compelled to announce that preference
to the world. Having done so they then say "now do not discriminate
against me".

I do not mean to be frivolous, but I am reminded of an old
saying---"it 1is better to remain silent and thought to be a fool
than to speak out and remove all doubt".

Please understand, Andy, I am not stand-offish on this gquestion to
avoid controversy because for twenty-eight years in public office I
learned to live with it. Some times, I even encouraged 1it. It 1is
just that I am puzzled and still looking for an acceptable answer to
my guestion.

Discrimination is not new. This offensive characteristic has been
leveled at Arabs, Irish, Italians, Asians, Blacks, people with long
hair and beards, people with short hair and clean shaven, etc. etc.
It does us all honor to fight discrimination, but I have difficulty
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with those who would knowingly open themselves up to it and then get

angry when it is applied. Incidentally, I know of only rare
instances where physical abuse (beatings or "bashings") has actually
occurred against homosexuals, with more subtle discrimination

happening most often.

Well, enough of this. Maybe some day we can sit down together and
talk. My best to you.

Sificerelly,

Victor Atiyeh



