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TOKYOQ — After his first full busi- -
.- ness day here, Gov. Vic Atiyeh said
=77 Monday that Oregon is the new dar-
ling of Japanese investors but Ore-
: gonians don't fully appreciate the

_-- ramifications,
“We are better positioned than
- any other state," Atiyeh said. “This
- is recognized more in Japan than in
- Oregon, Take my word for it.”

" State Ecoonomic Development
Director John Anderson, accompan-
.ying the governor on a 10-day trade -

O Al LML IN ,
Governors

Far East Trip

mission here, put it more bluntly:
"We don't have a state soph:sncated
enough to understand what's gomg

“on.!
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executives of Mitsubitsi and Nissan
.Motors. Mitsubitsi is one of Japan's
largest trading companies, parent of
Mitsubitsi Electric which spurned
Salem last year to invest in North
Carolina.

Attiyeh said bath executives pro-
mised him that future investments
would consider Oregon, He said the
directness of their pledges in a coun-
try renown for ambiguity was a
clear signal that Oregon’ won’t be
by-passed in the future.

The governor and members of the
" trade mission also paid a courtesy
call on U.S, Ambassador Mike

:"dVe inside frac‘”

Mansf:eld who told the group lhal J

competition from Asia is tough and
getting tougher. :

“We'll have to get off our buus
and get to work," he said ol Amen-
can complacency. =

Mansfield’s staff said ‘at least a
dozen trade missions led by United
States governors have come through
Tokyo the past six months. Missou-
ri's chief executive is here thls
week.

Atiyeh said Oregon’s competitive
advantage is gilded by a new report
Issued by the Keidanren, an associa-

tion. of Japan 5.800 biggesl !ndus~'

tries,
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The reporl summing up the find-
dngs of a Japanese trade mission to
‘the'state earlier this year, said:
“‘Oregon seems 1o have been over-
looked in between Washington and
California."” -

Japanese television is also about
to show a TV drama entitled “‘Love
From Oregon,” the story of a Japa-
nese boy orphaned in an auto acci-
" dent who goes to live with his aunt in
Bend.

Hoping to cash in on its new-found

popularity here, Oregon will offi- -

cially open a new trade office in
_downtown Tokyo this week. David
L}njen. international trade special-

ist with the state Department of Ec-
cnomic Devevolpment, has been
named acling director of the office
and Zenji Motomura, Japanese Cons
sul-General to Portland in the mid
*70s, was named special adviser 10
the office,

The governor is scheduled to
meet the crown prince and princess
in private audience today, Embassy.
officals said such meetings are rnra
for the rank of Governor,

Atiyeh's red carpet (rade mission
is staying at the elegant Imperial
Hotel where a cup of coffee costs
$1.80 and a swim in Lhe hotel pool
cost S& ’ .
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