TeoT LY Y COurRCOSHAN LES Aucdln
gerdRe THo ouiidl [lce oW TNTeRIOR
A HNU LdsULAR ArFAIRS

L’ JeTUser 18, 143>

e CHALRMAW, ilcdBerS OF THE CUMMITICE = [HAWK YUu Fur iHe
UPPURTUNITY Tu TESTIFY IN SUPPURT UF A Blii |'Ve 1wiruoucty To
ReSTURE FEUERAL RECUONITIUN TU THE CONFEUCRATED TRlbes UF THE Ukany
RUNDE IN MY CUNGRESSTUNAL DISTRICT = Ukcoun's FIKST UCONGRESS ] UWAL

JISTRICT.

RECUGNI ZING THE TIME CONSTRAINTS YUux COMMITTEE iS unuir, |
INTEND Tu BE BRIEF Aidv Tu THE PUINT. OfnEKS WHU WiLL FuLLOW ME WlLL

! GIVe PenSUNAL TeSTIMUNY AS TU Tile CRUCIAL NEED FUR KESTURAT .

THE MAIN THING | WANT Tu SIxeSs THES MURNING 1S Y CUMPLETL
t’ SUPPURT FOR Trls LeGISLATIUN AiD WHAT IV SEEKS Tu DO - AND THAT is
TO GIVE THE CUNFEDERATED TRIBES OF UNAND RuwuE I POLK COUNTY,
OReGUN, THE TUULS THEY NEED TO HELP THEMSELVES. THOSE TUULS LWCLUDE
HEALTH, VUCATIUNAL, AND EDUCATION BENEFITS, AND JUST AS IMPURTAWNT,
THEY ALSU INCLUUE RESTURATION UF TRIBAL RECUGNITIUN. ['M CONVINCED
THAT TRIBAL STATUS IS CRUCIAL TU NATIVE AMERICAN PEUPLE Aiv IS A
CURNERSTUNE FOR THEIK COLLECTIVE SUCCESS. To WON-INDIANS, TrlBAL
STATUS MAY SEEM SUPERFLUOUS, UWNECESSARY, UK PERHAPS EVEN SILLY.
BUT, U [WDIAN PEUPLES, IT IS THE VESSEL FUK THEIR CULTURAL
REDISCUVERY, ANU A SUURCE OF THEIR CULTURAL LDENTITY,
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THIS BILL IS STRAIGHTFORWARD AND SINGULAR In ITS PurPuSE., |7
ENABLES THE ORAND RUNDES TO QUALIFY FUR HEALTH CARE," EVUCATION ANv
ECUNUMIC DEVELUPMENT PRUGRAMS AUMINISTERED BY [HE BuREAU OF [WpiAN
AFFAIRS AND OTHER FEDERAL AGENCIES,

IT DUES NUT CREATE A KESERVATION NUR VOES IT GRANT SPECIAL
HUNTING AND FISHING RIGHTS,

MY EXPERIENCE IN SPUNSURING SIMILAR LEGISLATION Ii 19// FUR THE
SILETZ INDIANS OF LincoLn COunTy, OREGUN, SHUWED ME THAT RESTURATION
AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A RESERVATION ARE T, SEPARATE, DISTINCT
ISSUES,

THIS BILL AUTHURIZES THE SECRETARY OF INTERIUR AND THE TRIBE TO
DEVELUP A PLAN, WITHIN TWU YEARS AFTER THE BILL'S ENACTMENT, FUR A
RESERVATION TO SERVE AS THE TRIBE'S ECONUMIC LAND BASE. APPKUVAL UF
THE RESERVATIUN WILL REQUIRE ANOTHER ACT OF CONGRESS,

LET ME ALSU BE EXTREMELY CLEAR THAT THIS LEGISLATION wOES NOT
GRANT ANY HUNTING JR FISHING RIGHTS, IT IS NEUTRAL ON THIS ISSUE,

['M SUBMITTING FOR THE RECORD THREE LETTERS WHICH WILL SHOW The
COMMITTEE THAT THAT THERE LSN'T ANY DOUBT IN ANYBOLY'S Minu
REGARDING THIS GUESTIUN UF HUNTING AND FISHING RIGHTS,

KATHRYN HARRISUN, VICE-CHAIRPERSUM UF THe TRIBAL COUNCIL, wOTED
IN HER LETTER Tu ME UN AUGUST 14, 1985 THAT THE BILL OWLY HAS TWo
GOALS: TU MAKE THE TRIGES ELIGIBLE AGAIN Fur BENEF1TS AND Tu ENABLE
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- THeM TU REGAIN THEIR SENSt OF TRIBAL IOENTITY. OdE ALSU PUINTED T

JTHAT SECTION 4() IS VERY CLEAR ON THE POINT THAT WO NEW HUNTING OR
FISHING RIGHTS WliL BE GRANTED BY THIS LEGISLATION,

OREGUN ATTURNEY GENERAL DAVE FROANMAYEKR WRUTE Me ON JULY Ly 196D

"

THAT "ENACTMENT +o4 WOULD HAVE NO EFFECT UN THE CURRENT g16ATS Anvp
JBLIGATIUNS WITH RESPECT TU URAND RONDE HUNTIWG AND FISHING

PRACTICES”,

THES CEGISLATION ALSU IS SUPPURTED BY THE SALEM (Oxcoun) UHAPTER
OF THE ASSUCIATION OF NORTHWEST STEELHEADERS. Let PETERSUN,
PRESIDcHT, AND JuHN HESBITT UF THE BOARD OF DIRECTUKS INDICATED
THEIR SUPPURT I A LETTER T THE TRIBE ud APRIL U, 1Y65.

THE ASSOCIATIUN UF NURTHWEST STEELHEADERS HAVE NOT EXPRESSED ANY
OPPUSITIUN EITHER,

FINALLY, LET ME CONCLUDE BY URGING YOU TO CONSIUER THE EXAMPLE
OF THE ORAND RUNDES = A GRUUP OF TRIBES THAT FUUND THEMSELVES
MANLIPULATED, LIKE THe OILETZ ANv MANY OTHERS INTU TERMINATION. THE
RESULT: THE ORAND RUNDES ARE MUCH WURSE UFF THEN BEF UKE.
UNEMPLUYMENT HAS REACHED AS HiGH AS 38 PERCENT. THE PER CAPITA
INCOME IS 35,440,  SIXTY-EIGHT PErRCENT OF OrANU RUNDE FAMILLIES LIVE
BeLUW THE POVERTY LEVEL. ONLY ONE PERCENT UF ALL TRIGAL AcMBERS das
EARNEDV A COLLEGE VEGRLE.,

BUT EVEN THUUGH THE TRIBE WAS ILL=PREPARED FUOR THE REALITIcS OF
TERMINATION AND MANY [NDIANS FLUUNDERED AS UNEMPLUYMENT SOAKED, Tt
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{ORAND RUNDES MAINTAINED AN IDENTITY, A SENSE OF COMMUN]TY THAT

PERSISTS TUDAY, IT IS A STRUNG BOND WHICH MAY WEVER BE BRUKEN.

THANKS TO FAR-SIGHTED LEADERS SUCH AS KATHRYN HARKISOW, THE
URAND RUNDES BEGAN TO REGROUP AND StEK RESTURATION. SINCE FURMING A
NON=PRUF IT CORPURATION In 19/5, THEY HAVE UNDERTAKEN SEVERAL
PROGRAMS TO TACKLE THEIR PROBLEMS AND GET BACK ON THEIR FEET. THIS
EFFORT HAS WUN THE AUMIRATIUN OF WUMEROUS CITY, CUUNTY AND STATE
OFFICIALS, CHURCH GRUUPS AND BUSINESS AND CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS WHICH
SUPPORT THIS LEGISLATION,

THESE [NUIAN PEOPLE ARE READY WOW TU ACCEPT RESTORATIUN OF THEIR
TRIBE AS A FEDERALLY RECOGWIZED ENTITY. THEY ARE NUT ASKING FUR A
HAND=UUT.  THEY ARE DETERMINED PEUPLE WHO HAVE EAKNED THE DIGNITY OF
BEING CALLED BY THIS NATION A TRIBE UNCE MURE.
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