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| Poverty War

Hearing Planned

Washington ‘County Board of
Commissioners at its repgular
meeting Tuesday, Mareh 12, at

notice that it will hold a public

- 3. The commiss
0_p.m. has glven formal ohoGSe not to desigmate any

separate public or private non-
profit organization to function.

5 _ma

agency. In this case the direc-

*Tearing on consideration of the “for of fhe OEO, Sargent Shriver.

commissioners designating
their body as the Community
Action organization for wash-
ington County.

The hearing comes under

' authority of the so-called Rep.

Edith Green amendments to the

' 1967 Federal Economic Oppor-

tunity act,
Under the Green amendments
saveral options are open:

- 1. The existing Community :

Action agency may be desig-
nated to carry on the county
program o0f war on poverty.
Under these circumstances the
existing agency hasalready met
requirements for recognition by
the Office of Economic Oppor~
tunity. L i

2. The Board of County com-
missioners may designonte a dif-

" ferent agency. This would in-

clude the commissioners desig-
nating their board to act in
this capacity or to designate a

could recognize group which he
approved. :

The purpose of the amend-
ments 1s to provide for greater
local government participation
in local poverty program.

The Board of Commissioners

have until March 15 to make a
decision as to thelr course of
action.
Established guldelines must
continue to be observed and
programs already approved and
in operation would continue to
FFebruary, 1969.

Amont the requirements for
the Community Action Organ-
ization is that its board must
represent in its membership
one~third of low-income group
selected hy domocratic proce~
dure, Onc-third of the mem-
bership can he public officials,
olocted or appointed, with one-
third hoing tho maximum. Tho

remaining one -~ third of the |

governing board is to represent
the public drawn from groups
which may include:labor, re-
liglous, minority, welfare, ed-
ucation and a wide range of in-
terests,

Up until the present the Board |
of County Commissioners has %

kept itself separated from the
County Community Action or-
1 h

: n the'county has oper-
ated independently of the Board
of Commissioners with its in-

ftiation and functioning apart

from the courthouse,

Marko L. Haggard, coordina~
tor of the Economic Opportunity
Programs working from  the

offico of Governor Tom McCall |

has set I'riday, March 8, at
Ramada, Inn at 1 p.m. for meet-
ing of . local government of-
ficlals from Clackamas, Co~
lumbia and Washington counties
for the purpose of presenting
information rolative to the new
amendmonts to. the Tconomic
opportunlty act, ‘ )
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