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Dear Vic:

As an experienced member of the Legis-
lature you are aware that a house of the Legis-
lature does not just happen to run smoothly and
efficiently commencing with the first day of a
new session. There is a considerable amount of
work preliminary thereto, not only in connection
with preparation for organization but, also, in
preparation for the work of the body to proceed
smoothly and efficiently after organization.

In addition to those matters, in
recent years there has been an early meeting of
at least a portion of the members of the Ways
and Means Committee and work commenced by them
prior to the opening of the session. It is
deemed by many, including the Speaker of the
House, that this approach has resulted in a
faster start and an earlier finish of the work
of the Legislature.

For the past several sessions we have
known well in advance who would be elected
President of the Senate upon convening of the
Legislature, and that person has been able to
assume the preliminary workload, arrange for the
hiring of desk and other key personnel and
attend to solution of the myriad of problems
which will and do arise in connection with these
matters. This time there is a difference. I
have the firm support of fifteen of the members.

It is no secret to any of you that in certain



circumstances this may be enough for election and
in other circumstances is certainly enough for
election. Because of the measure of uncertainty
present, however, I cannot proceed to the commit-
ments to personnel and directions to permanent
staff necessary to do the task for which you and
I have been elected.

Although both you and I would agree that
it would be better for the clear demarcation of
political party responsibility that my election
come wholly from my own party, one member (for
whatever his reasons) will not agree in advance to
support me. Certainty of my election as your
President requires one more firm pledge, which
apparently will have to come from your party.

For this reason I ask you to give me that pledge.

I should not assume that such a pledge
necessarily means any support of either me or my
party other than for that efficient discharge of
our duties which we owe to the people of this
State. Given your pledge, we can proceed with
early Ways and Means work, the selection of
committees and our other important work.

Sincerely,
Berkeley Lent
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