MM in
bonds
boosts
health
facility

City Council to
address site location,
funding in April
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| The Times

As Beaverton Community
Health Collaborative part-
| ners work on
the proposed
facility’s plan-
ning, design
and site selec-
tion, the Ore-
gon Legisla-
ture approved
$1 million in
one-time lot-
tery bond
funding to
construct the
proposed
health and
teaching
facility.

City offi-
cials, includ-
ing Mayor
Denny Doyle,
credit state
Sen, Elizabeth
Steiner Hay-
ward, D-Bea- m m”

verton, with
securing fund- 7 Sen. Elizabeth

ing for the Steiner Hayward,
comlnunity- M on

based well- the oity’s
ness facility, proposed
which will collaborative

house a com- health facility

prehensive ar-

ray of servic-

es, including primary and spe-
cialty care, behavioral health,
public health, oral health, so-
cial services and education
under one roof.

“(Steiner Hayward) was in-
strumental in securing this
funding, and Beaverton will be
much better for her tremendous
vision and leadership,” Doyle
said. “These dollars will lead to
improved health care access for
our most underserved residents
in Beaverton and throughout
‘Washington County.

“The city also appreciates
the strong support of Repre-
sentatives (Tobias) Read and
(Jeff) Barker on the key com-
mittee,” he added. .

Estimated cost for construc-
tion, land acquisition and con-
tingencies hovers around
$33 million, with the city seek-
ing sources for an additional
$5 million to $6 million.

City officials are working
with Pacific Medical Buildings
and Erdman Co. on the facility’s
planning, design and site-selec-
tion processes. The vacant for-
mer Westgate Theater proper-
ty, adjacent to The Round at
Beaverton Central, is consid-
ered a leading site, said project
manager Lindsey Kuipers.

“Staff anticipates presenting
a project update to the City
Council in early April, so coun-
cilors have the most current
information,” she said, noting
development on the property
will require council action.

Pacific Medical operates
500,000 square feet of medical
space in the Portland area, and
Erdman Co. has developed more
than 4,600 health care-oriented
projects valued at more than
$2.2 billion, Kuipers noted.

Based on a 12-week, ad-
vanced-planning study, Erd-
man officials confirmed the
Westgate property is well suit-
ed to the community health
facility’s tenants.

In addition to being a transit
hub, the site is centered among
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Health: Westgate property
still leading site for clinic
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seven census tracts the U.S.
Health Resources and Services
Administration recently desig-
nated as “medically under-
served.” An estimated 60 per-
cent of patients will use public
transportation to access these
health services.

“The study also determined
that only about one-third of the
Westgate property is needed
for development of the BCHC
facility,” Kuipers noted. “The
remaining two-thirds of the
site could be re-developed into
a myriad of uses.d

The collaborative has 10- to
20-year leases or letters of in-
tent from the committed part-
ners, including Virginia Garcia
Memorial Health Center, Life-
works Northwest, Community
Action of Washington County,
Providence ElderPlace, Wom-
en’s Healthcare Associates and
Pacific University.

Steiner Hayward admitted
‘her support of the facility is

based on her own professional

healthier lifestyles and reduce

eration in 2012,

the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention awarded Bea-
verton $1.6 million to support
public health efforts to reduce
chronic diseases, promote

experiences. health disparities.

“As a family physician, I am Gov. John Kitzhaber designat-
all too aware of === €d the proposed fa-
the need for coor- cility one of his “Or-
dinated care,” she “The mlll?d%lls:t eg(t)b;l Solutions
said. “When my determi Projects,” noting
patient is strug- mlv about OIIE- the concept “clear-
gling with hous- ly fits the Oregon
ing issues, orfood | third of the practice of finding
toreed, 6o, gve. | B ELOMIORTL O e
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model of how to pem—dmrqluped hard work ahead,”
overcome these into a myriad she said, “but the
barriers to care.” of uses.” state’s support for

Earlier in the | o the Beaverton
project’s consid- — Lindsey Kuipers Community

Health Collabora-
tive has spurred additional in-
terest and support in this inno-
vative project that I believe will
allow this project to be fully
realized.”




