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THE PIONEEPR COMES THRCOUGH

Mr. Speaker. Just two weeks ago, the lacifin Northw sz
lay crippled unider sheets of snow and ico. Sudden storms
whipped off the Pacific Coas: ani up the Columbia . ver
Gorge, paralyzing towns and citics hetween Partland,
Oregon and wall: walla, Washington.

These communitiicg wvould have oon tota'ly cut offt WLt
rest of the state and country it 1t hadn't Leen for anoe
trustworthy link that kept tho Tifeline oosn throu the
Columbia Co:go:  *he Amtrak Pioncer.

Not so long aqgo, tihis pagse,uwr Lialn was aTang ti
proposed fo: o¢!imination fr

system. Th:a Pioneer runs betwenn Salt Lake City

Portland once a3 iay in each direction. Wheo snow, ek
ice storms .nd silver thaws -- events thar g e o
infrequent in this part of Cregon -- mase state 35,0
tederal highways impassable, the only remaining pas nger
link throuygn tt

Tothe nationwlis Amers o

Columbia Gerie is the Vicaeer,

|
Former Secuivtary of Transportation Brock Adams wan oy
to call the Pioncer a dinosoeur just a fow months oo o
That assessment proved to be at odds with figures « cwinn
a dramatic increase in Pionecer ' popularity. TBase: n
those figurcs, Congress granted the Pioneor a threc-year
eprieve. 1 have no doubt that oven better Jdays ar atiead
for the Pioncer. And I know several Oregeonians who are
thankful the Pioncor's whee!s were still turning tw: weeks
ago.

The train responded to distress calls from strandes com-
munities by shipping in food and tr aNsporting the =ik,
In the abscnce of ambulances. the Pionenr transport :¢ad
woman from Cascode Locks to tood River for
hospitalization. [t answercd another emergency in o
case of an 11 wvoman in the upriver city of 7The Da! ' og who
needed medical treatment in fortland.,  The Pionzer 1!sgo
hauled grocorcy supplies and made specia’ stops to 1 ok
stranded traovelo rs a'ong the Gorge.

With highways buried under snow drifits ranging fromn |ive
feet in Hood River to 14 fent at Multnoman valls, t-ucks
didn't have 2 orayer of mak.ng their usoal runs.

Unless Congrews hal saved the Pionoer from forced «.orire-
tion last foll, those commun: ticesg would have felt £ oo; o
than the pirch ol cold winter storms. Ambrat was
only sustaining 1ink.

Yo
*

Legislation slhioutda't require examples such as this o
justify the valie of a service. 1In judging Amtrak' ;
worthiness, thoe trade-off in s5ituations such as thoe Oregon
ice storm ncver iines up neatly with the profit mar . n;
rather, the Jificrence betwoon sory;ce and no service in
this case cume jown to lives savod or tives lost. v, for
one, am thanitul Congress listencd o the arguments 1 and
others presented to save this train,

January 1930 provec the wisdom o that docip\on Doeyon-
lans from Pc¢rtland to Pendleton SO0k upon the Pilonsc - as
something more than an alternative to the automobiin~ in
troubled tiwmes, they Know it can be g Vifo sover.  un
eecks ago, when nething else vag moving a‘nrag the frison

Columbia Gorge, th¢ Pioneer prevedd the aprness of

name. It came through.



