- STATEMENT
BY
DR. HENRY RAMIREZ
TO
“THE REPUBLICAN PLATFORM COMMITTEE
o N MIAMI

AUGUST 16, 1972

THANKS TO THE LEADERSHIP OF PRES|DENT

NI) 0*9 ANERICA HAS BEGUN TO SEE ITS UNSEEN
MILLIONS,

 THESE MEN AND VOMEN DID NOT CHOOSE TO
BE UNSEEN., THEIR ANCESTORS LIVED IN THIS
LAND LONG BEFORE MOST OF THEIR NEIGHBORS,
THEY HAVE OBEVED ITS LAWS, FOUGHT ITS BATTLES
DOME ITS WORK. BUT THEY MAVE BEEN HIDDEN
FROM THEIR FELLOY CITIZENS. THEY ARE -
AVERICA®S SPANISH-SPEAKING PEOPLE, -
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NOW PRESIDENT NIXON IS OPENING THE
NATION’S EYES. HE IS SHOYING US THE TRUTH
ABOUT THE SPANISH-SPEAKING. HE IS TELLING
AWERICA THAT SPANISH-SPEAKIG HEN AND HOVEN
ARE GOOD CITIZENS. ]
SPANISH-SPEAKING AVERICANS BELIEVE [N GOD
. AND IN THE FAMILY. THEY KNOU RELIGION AND
FAMILY ARE STROMG WEAPOMS AGAINST DRUGS AND
CRINE. |
11SH-SPEAKING AVERICANS WOULD RATHER
HELP THEMSELVES THAN ASK FOR MELP. THEY LOOX
FOR FORK. THEY DO NOT WAIT FOR KORK TO LOOK
FOR TiEM. ' |
SPANIS--SPEAKING ALERICANS VALUE EDUCATIO:
THEY ACCEPT NEW WAYS WITHOUT GIVING UP. THEIR
TIES WITH THE PAST. THEY SHOW THE WORTH OF
SPEAKING THO LAMGUAGES. MORE THAM ANY CTHER
GROUP, THEY TURN-TRAINING INTO SUCCESS.
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SPANISH-SPEAKING AVERICANS GET INVOLVED.
THEY WORK TO BUILD BETTER NEIGHBORHOODS AND
- STROMGER COMVUNITIES. THEY OPPOSE DISRESPECT
~ FOR THE LAYW. THEY VOLUNTEER FOR THE ARMED
FORCES AMD THEN THEY SERVE WITH HONOR AND
BRAVERY, |
° THE SPANISH-SPEAKING HAVE DONE MUCH FOR

AMERICA. NOW WITH PRESIDENT NIXON AND THE
" REPUBLICAN PARTY TAKING THE LEAD, AMERICA
MUST LISTEN-TO THE SPANISH-SPEAKING. THE
COUNTRY MUST HEAR THEIR DREAMS AND THEN DO
EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO HELP THOSE DREAMS
COME TRUEL. - ,

WAAT 1S OUR DREAMY TO HAVE AN EVEN
BREAK. UE WANT NO SPECIAL FAVORS. - WE ASK
OMLY FOR CPPORTUNITY. THEN WE WIL EARN OUR
FAIR SHARE OF THE GREATNESS OF AMERICA.
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N TERUS OF THE FEDERAL GOVERuHENT AN
EVEN BREAK MEANS: |

|. JOB OPPORTUMITIES PROPORTIONAL TO
THE SIZE OF THE SPANISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY.
OPPORTUNITIES ON THE BASIS OF MERIT ON EVERY
LEVEL OF GOVERNVENT AND IN EVERY COMPANY
DOING BUSINESS WITH GOVERMJENT. THE BOAL
1S FULL AND FAIR JOB OPPORTUHITIES FOR -
SPANISH-SPEAKING AMERICANS.

2. FAIR COUNTIMG. WE MUST CONTINUE TO .
HAVE THE SPAMISH-SPEAKING COUMT AND BE
COUNTED. UNDER THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION,
STATISTICS ARE BEING GATHERED FOR THE FIRST
TIME H1CH ACCURATELY REFLECT THE EMPLOYMENT -
PATTERY AND PROVISION OF SERVICES TO THE
SPANISH=SPEAKINS POPULATION, S
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THE DEVELOPVENT OF A UMIFORM DATA COLLECTION
SYSTEM 1S THE FIRST IMPORTANT STEP TOWARD
* THE IMPROVED MAMAGENENT AND THE GREATER
ECUALITY OF OPPORTUNITIES TO THE SPANISH-
© SPEAKIMG, Al

3. FAIRIESS IN TRAINING AND FUNDING
PROGRAVS.  SPAHISH-SPEAKING AMERICANS WANT
'TO BEABLE TO CHOOSE BETWEEN TRAINING .
CLASSES AND OM=THE-UOB TRAINING. - THEY WANT
A FAIR CHANCE FOR EDUCATION ON ALL SCHOOL
LEVELS. R
.4, FAIRMESS [M FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.
SPANISH-SPEAKIMG BUSIHESSVEN MUST HAVE
OPPORTUNITIES FOR FINANGIAL HELP ECUAL TO THE
OPPORTUMITIES OF BUSIMESSVEN OF ANY
OTHER GROUP. B
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5. QUALITY HEALTH CARE SERVICES:.
UNDER THE MIXOM ADMINISTRATION, HEALTH
FACILITIES AMD SERVICES ARE BEING MADE
AVAILABLE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MAMY SPANISH-
SPEAKING NEIGHBORHOODS. THIS SHOULD CONTI}UE
UNTIL EVERY SPANISH-SPEAKING INDIVIDUAL CAM
ENJOY COMVERIENT CUALITY HEALTH CARE FOR
HIMSELF AND HIS FAMILY 1N AN ENVIROMMENT
THAT IS MINDFUL OF HIS NEEDS. THE LANGUAGE
BARRIERS THAT OFTEM STAMD IN THE VWAY OF
" QUALITY MEDICAL CARE MUST BE BROXEN BY
PROVIDIMG DOCTORS AND. NURSES EHO SPEAK HIS
LANGUAGE |

6. SAFE, ATTRACTIVE MEIGH3ORHOODS.
LOCAL GOVERMYENTS SHOULD REMEVRER THE SPAHNISH-
'SPEAKIHG MEIGHBORHO0DS.
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~ THEY SHOULD RECEIVE. THE SAME SERVICES AS
OTHER MEIGHBORHOODS. SPANISH=-SPEAKING
FAMILIES DESERVE VELL=PAVED AND LIGHTED
STREETS, GOOD POLICE PROTECTION AND
FRECUENT REMOVAL OF GARBAGE AND TRASH.
o T. A CRACKDOIN ON DRUG ABUSE.
SPAJI%ﬂ“Q”LﬂKEMQ CITIZENS HAVE LED THE FIGHT -
AGAINST DRUGS. THEY DON’T WANT THEIR .
CHILDREN DESTROVED AND THEIR FAMILIES TORN:
APART. THEY MEED = AND-PRESIDENT NIXON WILL
SEE THAT THEY GET = ALL OUT FEDERAL HELP TO
CEND THE NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CURSE OF
ILLEGAL DRUGS. | |
8, DECENT HOUSING, FAMILIES NEED
COIFORTABLE HOVES. TO HELP MAKE HORE S Uk
- HOMES AVAILABLE TO THE SPANISH-SPEAKING:
COMMUNITY, ORGANIZATIONS MUST BE BROUGHT INTO
A CLOSER RELATLONSHIP WITH AGENCIES LIKE THE
DEPARTVENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT.
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THESE ORGANIZATIONS HAVE FORMED NEARLY 70
CORPORATIONS HHICH CAN CONTROL THE BUILDING
OF HOMES THAT MEET THE NEEDS OF SPAN|SH-
SPEAKING FAMILIES. THIS PROGRAM MUST BE
STARTED IN MORE AMD MORE COMYUNITIES.

9. BI-LINGUAL EDUCATION. ASK A
SPANISH-SPEAKI NG AVERICAN TO SAY WHAT COUNTS
“MOST IN HIS LIFE. NINE TIMES OUT OF TEN,

" ME WILL SAY, THE CMILDREN. FOR THEM, HE

ESPECIALLY UANTS AN EVEN BREAK. HE THINKS THE
HAVE A RIGHT TO THE BEST THIS COUNTRY HAS TO
OFFER, MORE THAN ANYTHING, HE WANTS THEM TO
HAVE SCHOOLS WMERE THEY CAM REALLY LEARW,
SCHOOLS IERE THEY CAN PREPARE FOR THE FUTURE
SO THAT THE FUTURE CAN BE THEIRS.



SPANISH-SPEAKING MOTHERS AND FATHERS
KNOW THAT A SCHOOL IN WHICH THEIR CHILD FEELS
LEFT OUT, A SCHOOL IN WHICH HE IS LAUGHED
AT BECAUSE HE TELLS DIFFERENT STORIES AND
SINGS DIFFERENT SOMGS—=—1S NO SCHOOL AT ALL.
THESE #0THERS AND FATHERS WANT SPANISH AS
WELL AS ENGLISH USED IN THE TEACHING. OF THEIR
_CHILDREN. THEY‘WANT THEIR SPANISH-SPEAKING
CHILDREM TESTED FAIRLY. THEY WANT THEIR
SCHOOLS TO RESPECT THEIR WAYS OF LIFE  THE
HISTORY, MERITAGE, CUSTOMS OF THE BORICUAS,
CUBANS, MEXICAN=-ANERICANS AND OTﬂFPb Lo
CANE FROM CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA.

IN SHORT, THEY WANT Bl-LINZUAL~
BI~CULTURAL EDUCATION AMD, IN SEEKING THIS
GOAL, | BELIEVE THEY HAVE THE COMPLETE
BACKING OF PRESIDENT NIXON AND THE REPUBLICAN
PARTY.
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THE PRESIDENT AND PARTY KNOY THAT
Bl-LI}NoUAL=BI~CULTURAL EDUCATION HAS BEEN
USED /1TH GREAT SUCCESS IN COUNTRIES AROUND
THE WORLD. THE PRESIDENT KMOWS IT WILL
HELP SPANISH~SPEAKING YOUNG PEOPLE REALLY
BELONG.  AND PRESIDENT NIXON KMOHS 1T WILL
PREPARE THEN FOR A FULL SHARE IN CITIZENSHIP
* AND LEADERSHIP. ot

THE SPﬁ”iQ4mSPEAx1»a'DawﬁT'WAMT TO BE
THOUGHT OF AS MEMBERS OF A MINORITY. WE
ARE INSULTED BY POLITICAL PROMISES. WE WANT
TO BE ACCEPTED FOR UHAT UE LPF““wFi[P!CAN”
TIED TIGATLY TO THE HOPES OF OUR COUNTRY.
FROM OUR NEIGHBORS, WE ASK ONLY FAIRMESS.
FROM OUR GOVERMVENT, WE WANT ONLY THE EQUAL
TREATKENT THAT WILL ALLOW US TO JOIN IN THE
BUILDING OF ANERICA.. | '
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FOR FOUR YEARS, PRESIDENT NIXON HAS BEEN
WITH SPAN IS’-*!-.QDEAKING AMERICANS IN OUR LONG
MARCH OUT OF THE DARKNESS OF PREJUDICE AND
ANOMYMI TY==TOWARD FAIRNESS AND ECUALITY.

NOW HE AMD MIS PARTY W ILL MARCH WITH US AGAIN
AS SPANISH-SPEAKING AVERICANS MOVE INTO THE
SUNLICGHT OF AN AMERICA THAT SEES A‘\’D

- UNDERSTANDS.



