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Play It Again Team Scores Win

Play It Again, Community Action’s free
clothing store for Washington County
low-income residents, is helping more
people these days, thanks to a winning
team of volunteers, sponsors and donors.

Located at the corner of Hall and 3rd in
Beaverton at 4825 SW Hall Blvd., the
building is provided by the City of
Beaverton. Heat, lights and trash pickup
are paid by a private donation through
June, 1998.

The store is stocked with donations of
clothing, bedding, towels and small
household goods which come from many
sources, including a partnership with
Lutheran Family Services, the Domestic
Violence Resource Center, and the
Hopespring transitional housing program,
each of which sends shoppers to the store
as well. Goods also come from individuals
who hear about the store through word-of-
mouth or their churches or clubs. Many
businesses and organizations conduct

' clothing, coat or blanket drives and bring
carloads of donations to the store, all of
which are distributed to customers in short

order. Other businesses donate personal
care items on a regular basis—items which
are perfectly good but because of
damaged containers can’t be sold. Many
shoppers donate as well, bringing in
outgrown children’s clothing or items
they can’t use any more, saying, “I’d just
like to give back,” or, “Somebody else
might be able to use these.”

Other members of the winning team are
people who help to maintain the building,
such as the recent Americorps group who
spent an entire Saturday pruning shrub-
bery, weeding, and painting and scrub-
bing the inside walls. High school groups
have had clothes-sorting parties on
Saturdays as well. All items are sorted so
as to provide a good selection of clean
clothing in good repair for our customers.

“I can’t remember when
I felt like I’ve done so
much good.”

Over the past two years of its operation,
more than 1,000 low-income families
have registered to shop at Play It Again,
where the paperwork is minimal and
everything is free. At least a dozen new
shoppers discover the store every week,
many referred by other agencies or
churches, others finding it by word-of-
mouth. Some just need a few things to
tide them over, perhaps a job interview
outfit or some baby clothes. Others come
because they arrived in Washington
County with nothing but the clothes on

their backs and need everything the
volunteers can find for them. All are
struggling with the effects of poverty.

“Somebody else
might be able
to use these.”

Volunteers operate the store, which is
currently open three mornings a week:
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays,
from 9 a.m. to noon. These volunteers
come from several sources, most recently
from a coalition of local churches. Others
who give time in the store are shoppers
who want to give back as well as individu-
als who hear about the program. These
people provide friendly assistance to the
customers, restock the racks and sort
donations.

It’s no contest: everybody wins at Play It
Again, thanks to the team effort of our
community. And in the words of one
volunteer, “I can’t remember when I felt
like I’ ve done so much good.”




Board Chair

Dear Friends,

To many, the word “poverty” in a sentence
with “Washington County” sounds like a
contradiction. And no wonder: driving
around the county we see multiple images
of prosperity. Housing, businesses, and
industrial development are sprouting
everywhere, changing the landscape
practically overnight. Beautiful country
estates, large family homes and spanking
clean apartment dwellings filled with
wonderful amenities, abound. Sparkling
malls bearing the names of national chains
appear as the streets and highways
undergo expansion to accommodate more
traffic. Meanwhile, corporations employing
hundreds and thousands continue to
locate here.

“Help wanted” signs adorn restaurants
and retail businesses, attesting to the
availability of jobs in our area. High-tech
companies continue to recruit actively for
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A Letter To Our Friends—

Margaret Eickmann

entry-level employees as well as techni-
cians and engineers. Despite the urban
growth, agri-business is still a very
important part of the county’s economy,
employing thousands in the fields,
vineyards, nurseries and food processing
plants.

Once employed, workers assume they will
have the money to meet their basic needs
They also hope to get ahead: put a child
through college, plan for a comfortable
retirement. Unfortunately, simply having a
job does not move families out of poverty
or provide economic security, as evi-
denced by the growing number of working
families who become homeless. Adequate
income is the ticket out of poverty. In
Washington County over 47,000 people
are living below 150% of the federal
poverty level-about $25,000 a year for a
family of four. It takes a full-time job
paying $12 an hour for a family to earn
$25,000 and escape living in poverty.

Jerralynn Ness
Executive Director

When we look around Washington
County we see tremendous opportunities
for families with employable adults to
obtain jobs. Jobs that provide dignity and
self-worth, build self-esteem and give a
sense of place and purpose. The real
challenge for our community, however, is
to provide opportunities for unemployed
and underemployed families to obtain
living wage jobs. If we succeed, we will
not only strengthen families and our
community, we will significantly reduce
the incidence of poverty. Ultimately, we
will have taken a powerful position that
says every working family in Washington
County deserves the opportunity to sustain
itself through gainful employment. After
all, that has always been the American
Dream.

Sincerely,
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Margaret Eickmann Jerralynn Ness
Board Chair Executive Director

Community Connections is the
quarterly newsletter of
Community Action Organization,
1001 SW Baseline St.,
Hillsboro, OR 97123,
and is published by the
Development Office.

Community Action Organization is a
private, non-profit corporation. In
partnership with the community,
Community Action assists low
income people to achieve
self-determination.

For further information:
Administration: 648-6646
Client Services: 648-0829

Community Action Celebrates GTE
& Other Corporate Partners

In partnership with the community,
Community Action’s mission is “to assist
low-income people in Washington County
to achieve self-determination.” In recogni-
tion of the support received from key
corporate partners, we are holding our first
annual “Celebration of Partnerships”
dinner on Tuesday, April 7th, at the
Reserve Vineyards and Golf Club. The
Honorable Elizabeth Furse will be the
keynote speaker and Jack McGowan will
keep things lively as the Master of
Ceremonies.

Seven corporations will be honored for
their support for and dedication to the

work of Community Action: GTE, Tuality
Healthcare, Intel, PGE, Wells Fargo, US
Bank and Providence St. Vincent Medical
Center. GTE will receive CAO’s Out-
standing Corporate Partner award for their
ongoing commitment to the agency and
the community. To top things off, one
person will receive a surprise award for
outstanding corporate supporter.

CAQO has three primary goals for this
event: to publicly acknowledge and
celebrate key corporate partnets, to
increase knowledge of the organization’s
work, and to raise funds to support agency
programs.
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Who was that special person who “paved
the way” for you? Many of us have had
someone who believed in us, encouraged
and supported us when it really made a
difference. It may be a mother or father, a
grandparent or teacher.

Once again this year, Community Action
is offering a way for you to honor that
person and at the same time “pave the
way” for someone in need. For a $50.00
donation we will inscribe a personal
message in the brick pathway in front of
our Multi-Service Center in Hillsboro. We
will send a card to the person you select,
indicating the message to be engraved. It
may be a Mothers’ or Fathers’ Day tribute,
a remembrance on Memorial Day, or just
a message that you’re thinking of some-
one. If the person you are honoring has
passed away, we will send a card to a
family member informing them of this
special tribute.

— — — —— — — — —— — — —— — —— — — — — — — — — — —— — — — — — — — i — —

YES, I want to honor someone special and help Pave the Way for others—
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Walking across the pathway today, we see
all sorts of messages. Loved ones are
remembered, families are celebrated,
community contributors are recognized.
Some bricks contain messages that are
meaningful only to the person who bought
them and the person they were designed
for. Whatever the statement, each one is a
long-lasting reminder.

The bricks will literally pave the way for
over 100 Head Start children who come
into our center in Hillsboro everyday. The
proceeds will be used to benefit the work
of Community Action in Washington
County.

To honor someone special in your life and
help those in need, fill out the form below
and return it in the enclosed envelope.

Name Phone ( )
Address City State Zip
Method of payment:
Check enclosed _] MasterCard [_] Visa [_]
Name as it appears on card:
Card # Expiration date
I would like to purchase brick(s) at $50.00 each Total $

Inscription on brick(s) — (up to 3 lines, 17 characters per line):
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Please send a card to:
Name

—— e — e —— —— — s ——— —
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Address

In honor of:
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Comimunity Action Organization Financial Donors / July 1, 1997 - Feb. 28, 199%

111 Investments

Anonymous

Arthur Acuff

Daniel P. and Michelle S. Addy
Ted and Ruth Aiken

Kathleen E. Alberque

Clark-E. and Sharon J. Allworth
Bruce W. and Denise Anderson
Vonna Anderson

D. Herbert and Janette Armstrong
Lola W. Aydelott

Lois Bailey

Gary T. and Dixie L. Baker
Maureen L. Balanesi

Baldwin Properties, Inc.

Ballad Towne Chiropractic Clinic
John and Lynn A. Baratta
Tamara Barreto

Deena E. and Mark J. Barrett
Bruce and Joan Bartlett

Dorothy Bartlett

Beaverton Foursquare Church
Beaverton West Slope Republican Women
Scott L. and Faith M. Bennett
Donna R. Bennington

Duane and Mae Benting
Raymond L. Bentley
_Astrid G. and Gordon L. Berg
Harold E. and Paula M. Bergsma
Bi-Mart

Donald A. and Randi J. Biedscheid
Kenneth D. and Julie Bielman
Marolyn and Thomas R. Blaylock
Ronald G. Bline

Peggy Bodner

Sharon I. and Roger H. Bolmeier
Charles D. and Mary E. Bolton
Alan C. and Nancy L. Bonebrake
Walter A. and Lilyan E. Bong
Maxine F. Brachmann

Linda L. Brewer

Carol H. and Wayne L. Bridges
Nancy L. Briggs

John W. Broome

Bernie T. and Mary C. Brown
Christopher H. Brown

Shirley M. and Patrick W. Brown
Renee and James Bruce

Evelyn J. Brzezinski

Stella L. Buckley

Kenneth A. and Ellen P. Bump
John M. Burak

Eric L. and Joyce Burbano
Rosezelta C. Bush

Julie W. Byers

Calvin Presbyterian Church
United Way Campaign CAO Employees
Lili Cardinaux

Cecilia A. Carroll

Francis R. Carroll

William and Linda Cary

George H. Caspar

Barbara E. Chipps

Ric Chisholm

Chris’ Learning With Care

Christ the King Lutheran Church
Clark Foundation

Judy Clifford

Robert J. and Ursula Cogan

Debi Coleman

Charles D. and Shirley A. Colgrove
Columbia Trailer Co., Inc.

Leona M. Coon

James M. and Sharon M. Corbin
Cornelius United Methodist Church
Javier V. Correa

Laura M. Couture

Ginger J. Cox

Patricia G. Daniel

Mary and Carlos Davila

Linda L. and H. Tom Davis

Dawn A. Debernardi

Brad M. and Mona M. Dendinger
Bonnie L. and Harold R. Deneke
Ralph E. and Colleen B. Dexter
Phillip L. and Barbara L. Dickey
Don and Anna Dickinson

Divorce & Family Law Clinic
Harold R. and Takako Dixon
Darryl and Jeannie Dodson-Edgars
John L. and Grace M. Donis
George L. Doolittle

Douglas MacHining Inc

Heather M. Down

Jerrel T. and Polly M. Doyle

Jack W. Duey

Patrick C. and Gail L. Duffy
Barbara E. Dunnette

Miller M. Duris

Walter J. and M. Kathleen Eames
Lois Ebel

Margaret D. and James W. Eickmann
James R. and Bonnie D. Elms
Richard W. and Geraldine S. Emery
Employment Division

Reinhart W. and Wilhelma Engelmann
Mary Epler

Epler Farms

Lester A. Fallon

Vernon M. and Rogene H. Field
Richard S. and Sharlene M. Fielder
William K. Fields

Karen Fifer

Carl Fink and Sheila Greenlaw-Fink
First Christian Church

First Congregational Church

First Tech Credit Union

Bruce D. and Charlotte Fiske
Patricia L. Flaming

Darreld M. and Linda C. Fleck
Donald K. and Duane H. Freeborn
Louise M. Fronville

John and Pat Fullenwider

Garland Law Offices, P.C.
Timothy Gasser

Lori L. Gates

Julie and Charles Gay

Chris H. and Elisabeth B. Genly

Gerald Gibbs and Shelie Hartman- Gibbs
Samuel F. Gill

Lois Gillespie and Roy Gillespie
Lillian Gimre

Richard and Rosalia Ginsburg
Girl Scouts of America Troop 424
John Godsey

John M. Godsey, Jr.

Kathryn Goff

Dale and Friedel Goodrick
Kenneth E. and Sandra L. Gratteti
Susan K. and Richard Graves
Diana J. Greene

Ellis W. and Darlene M. Greene
Robert D. Greenlee

Ellyn Greenwald

John C. and Terrie L. Greiner
Patricia Greisel and Patrick Rogers
Debbie and Brad Griffin

Debbie and Jim Griffin

Sandy J. Gunderson

Robert E. and Merrily S. Haas
Michaela K. Hager

Richard M. and Debra Hager
Dennis C. and Joann C. Harp
Norman B. and Mary L. Harp
Marilyn C. and John Harrison
Donald C. and Barbara L. Hauge
Robert C. and Gail P. Hausman
Stuart W. and Cleone H. Hawkinson
Gladys L. Haynes

Jeanette Heinz

Lester T. and Erma J. Heisler
Ralph F. and Marilyn P. Helzerman
Madeline Henry

Donald H. Herr

Michael E. and Patsy A. Hester
Highland Park Middle School
Hillsboro United Methodist Church
Cynthia M. and Herbert L. Hirst
Ronald E. and June E. Hobbs
Robert O. and Fredricka L. Hochtritt
Lillie and Larry L. Holden

James C. and Mary J. Homolka
Bruce Horne

May S. and Robert D. Hostetter
Linda Huddle

Shirley and Thomas Huffman
Intel

Timothy H. James

Grant and Peggy P. Johnson

Mark A. and Carol P. Johnson
Robert F. and Joan C. Johnson
William H. and Verlie L. Johnston
Jubilee Christian Fellowship
Elizabeth Julee

Melvin R. Karsten

Charlotte Karvia

Zeno B. and Shannon L. Katterle
Camille and Patrick Kearns

Ken Leahy Construction

Carolyn B. Kenny

Freda Kerman

Christine C. and Fred R. King
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John M. and Ann F. Kingery
F. H. Kintz
Jean H. Kircher
Sunni Kitchen
Kiwanis Club Cedar Hills
W. David Kolb
Lawrénce T. and Lynn E. Krupa
Larry D. Kurtz
Gloria A. Lach
Anne Laemerman
Irvin C. and Evelynn N. Lamon
Warren E. and Betty J. Lancaster
Leon Laptook
Lyle J. and Robin A. Larson
Tracy J. Larson-Childress
Leedy Grange No. 339
Alice Lewis
Mary L. Lewis
Rodney E. Lewis
Hazel E. Ludwig
Lutheran Family Services
M. L. Gatewood Company
Peggy Malloy
Maria D. Martyniuk
Barbara E. and Lee B. Mason
Marion E. May
McArthur & Associates
-Charles R. McClellan

_ Wade W. and Sharon L. McDougall
W. J. & M. J. McDowall
John J. and Janet V. McGowan
McKinney Elementary School
Sharon K. McKnight
Margaret D. McNee
Robert H. and Lisa McNeilly
Kim N. and James M. Megorden
Linda L. Mehlig
Robert E. and Violet Metzler
Alvin H. and Theresa M. Meury
Erica Meyer-Arendt and J.R. Arendt
Jack M. and Norine Millay
Emily Miller
Ethel Miller
Judith B. Miller
Sandra K. Miller
Miller Consulting Engineers, Inc.
Eugene W. and Cynthia M. Mitchell
Gracia Molina
Carole Moore
Estol S. Moore
Robert A. and Doris D. Moore
Jimmie L. and Connie L. Moyer
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
William D. and Margaret H. Musgnung
NEC America, Inc.
Mary B. Nelson
Harold W. and Doris A. Ness
Jerralynn Ness and Bernie Thurber
Mark P. O’Donnell
Barbara J. O’Rear
Nancy O’Reilly
The O.L. Moore Foundation
Stephanie Oliver
Winona M. Oswald

Pacific University

Shon M. and Marcy Parker

Silas S. and Wilma Parmeter
Dennis and Marcia M. Peck
Derrol E. and Dorothy T. Pennington
PEO Chapter EF

Mary Anne H. Peterson

Katrina Pirkle

Peter J. and Debra N. Pollard
Marianne and Dale Potts
Providence Health System
Reedville Cafe & Catering

Mae Reeves

Patrick J. and Karen A. Reilly
Ruppert and Cheryl A. Reinstadler
Richard P. and Marianne Reiter
Charles A. and Margaret J. Repetto
Clarence G. and Thelma V. Rice
Lewis J. and Inez R. Riechers
Rachel L. Riese

William L. and Mary O. Riggs

M. A. and Josephine Ritchie

Peter J. and Dana R. Roberg

Harry F. and Laine F. Robins
Elizabeth Robinson

Mary F. Rogers

Pieter K. and Greta Rol

Alan Roth

Spencer Rubin

Mike Russell

Yvette Saarinen and John Hochtritt
Mike E. and Kay E. Sabin

Curtis R. and Martha R. Sahnow
Saint Vincent De Paul Conference of St.
Anthony’s

Betty Lu and Ed Sanders

Robb R. Sansum

Vernor M. and Barbara A. Schenck
Yvonne D. Schierer

Elvira Schilling

Linda and Phillip J. Schilling
Gerald R. and Nancy G. Schwarz
Seitz & Associates, Inc.

Sequent Computer Systems Inc.
Laura W. Sheron

Constance Sherrard

Robert C. and Beverly S. Shoemaker
Robert E. and Margaret R. Shotwell
Donald D. and Elaine Shreve
Marcus Simantel

Sisters of St. Mary of Oregon

Jimi L. and Dale Smith

Regina Smith

Leo and Eileen A. Sorensen
Margaret Spang

Homer A. and Nancy L. Speer

St. Anthony’s Catholic Church

St. Bede’s Episcopal Chuch

St. Francis Parish

Myrl A. Stalp

K. Joyce and Russel C. Stasel
Sandra W. and G. Michael Statz
Byron D. and Dianne Steiger
Sharon P. and Alan L. Steiger

Richard V. and Doreen N. Stenson
J. Allen Stewart and Betty Stewart
Clint Stull and Georgette Nicolais
Gary M. and Annette J. Suchy
Sunset Electric, Inc.

Joan E. Swanson

Phyllis M. Swett

William B. and Lynda S. Tatum
Thne H. Tenkate

Margaret E. Teufel

The Cruise & Vacation Outlet
The Interwest Group

Luanne D. Thielke

Arnold H. and Ora F. Thogerson
Stephen J. and Carole L. Thomas
Kathy Thurman

Milton and Monica Thursam
Curtis C. and Julia E. Tigard
Tigard Church of God

Tigard Covenant Church

Tigard Friends Church

Tigard United Methodist Church
Michael and Sharon L. Totman
Gerald G. and Barbara B. Toy
David B. and Pamelia D. Trask
Tualatin United Methodist Church
Tuality Healthcare

Margaret N. Turner

Robert C. Turner

Martha I, Tyner

United Methodist Church of Forest Grove
United Way Combined Federal Campaign
Kevin L. and Janice M. Upton
David F. and Kristine Van Raden
Linda VanDerVeen

Villa La Paz Staff

Visitation Altar Society

Marjorie M. Vuylsteke

Betty 1. Wait

Irvin H. and Jean Walsh

Mary D. Walsh

Loren S. and Dorothy S. Waltz
Waltz Sheridan Crawford, Inc.

Le Moyne W. and Eleanor L. Warner
Tracy Waters

Edith M. Watrous

Martha J. and Steven N. Westfall
Timothy R, and Rebecca Weyer
Steven and Patricia L. Wheeler
Richard and Maryanna Wiebe
Russell L. and Pamela Wilkinson
Lillie M. Williams

Marjorie E. Williams

Kathy Wilson

Susan Winterbourne

Robert L. and Mary A. Woodell
Carren E. Woods

Sally E. Woods

Words Etcetera

World Heart Ministry

James W. and Beverly Young
Christy Zenger
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After eleven successful years, Community Action’s
Mardi Gras is retiring, making room for a new party.
Reserve a space on your calendar for the CAO Sock
Hop-a new, exciting event. There’ll be a DJ, dance
contests, food, drink and fun. So put on your poodle
“skirt, slick back your hair and come to Catlin Gabel
School, 8825 SW Barnes Rd. (right off Highway 26
near St. Vincent Hospital) on May 16th from 6-10
p.m. The ticket price-$19.58—includes a barbeque

" dinner with all the trimmings and drink, and proceeds
support CAO programs. Space is limited, so call 648-
6646 now for information or tickets. See you there!

Wine Lovers’
Big Chance

Tickets are now available for wine lovers to try their
luck in Community Action Organization’s annual
wine raffle. For the third year in a row, ticket holders
can win premium Washington County wine in return
for buying a ticket and supporting CAO’s programs.
Seven Washington County wineries—Cooper Moun-
tain, Helvetia, Tualatin, Oak Knoll, Laurel Ridge,
Montinore, and Ponzi—are donating their finest wines.
The Grand Prize winner will receive six cases (72
bottles) of wine, and eight additional winners will
receive three cases (36 bottles) each.

The drawing will be held at the CAO Sock Hop, on
May 16 at Catlin Gabel School, and winners need not
be present to win. Tickets are $2.00 and are available
at the wineries or by calling CAO at 693-3252. All
proceeds from the raffle will go to benefit our pro-
grams serving low-income families, including home-
less and emergency services, child care, and Head
Start. W' 2
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