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Flags, banners 
displayed in 
'dream' show 

ROCK CREEK - ~elieve it or 
not, the latest exhibit at the 
Washington County Historical 
Society was designed · in the 
curator's sleep. . 

"What So Proudly We Hail" 
traces the importance of flags and 
banners in the county's history. 
Curator Dan Stebbins said the idea 
came to him in a dream. 

Stebbins had been charged with 
designing a display for an Oregon 
Territorial Seal medallion presented 
to the society by fonner Gov. Vic 
Atiyeh in 1989. 

"AU of this stuff came into my 
head in the dream," Stebbins said, 
"so I can1e in the next day and 
started taking measurements and 
pulling things out oLlhe " 

"Farthest West Camp No. 20" is 
emblazoned in gold letters across a 
blue flag from 1917 honoring 
Washington County's veterans Qf 
the Spanish-American War of 1898. 

The flag is accompanied by a 
photo from the society's archives 
depicting an 1899 banquet honoring 
veterans at the Washington County 
courthouse. 

"It's amazing how involved 
Washington County was with the 
Spanish-American War," Stebbins 
said. 

His research shows that 36 
Washington County residents served 
in the Philippines during the war. 
Thirty-three veterans returned, two 
were killed and one chose to remain 
in Manila. 

A red, white and blue strip of 
bunting from Washington County's 
Women's Relief Corps is included 
in the exhibit. The corps was the 
women's auxiliary for the Grand 
Anny of the Republic, veterans of 
the American Civil War: 

Bunting like the one in the 

... 
FLAG DAYS- Museum Intern Diane Knutsen, a teacher at Five Oaks lntermendiate School, · 
a 1917 flag honoring Washington County veterans of the Spanish-American War. The flag e 
remains on display at the Washington County Historical Society through the fall. 
society's exhibit were typically dis­
played at corps meetings called "en­
campments," Stebbins said. A photo 
from a 1902 encampment in Cor­
nelius is featured. 

World War II is commemorated 
by two service flags and a 1943 ban­
ner rallying residents to buy 
Treasury bonds. 

Washington County's quota for 
bond sales was more than $2.5 mil­
lion. Residents bought almost $2.9 
million worth. 

Service flags in county homes 
declared that a son or daughter was 
in military service. A service flag 
from the Jacktown Women's Club 
features 25 stars. 

"I think it's important to tie local 
history into national and regional 
trends," Stebbins said. ''That's 'fhat 

history is all about." 
Other flags and banners in the ex­

hibit include a 1976 U.S. Bicenten­
nial flag, a Washington County 
Sheriffs Reserve Battalion flag and 
a 1959 flag commemorating 
Oregon's lOOth anniversary celebra­
tion. 

"What So Proudly We Hail 
tinues at the Washington < 
Historical Society, 17677 
Springville Road, through this 

"All of these flags are .frc 
collection. They've receive 
quisite care and are all , 
quality," Stebbins said. 
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