The interview with Francis "Bud" Smith was conducted at his present home in
Forest Grove on February 8th and 9th. Using his own words, he was "born a long
time ago," September 1, 1912, Indeed, from the full life and experiences he
has had , he must feel that he has led several lives.

Loggers have always been thought of as a rough breed. If this is indeed
the case, then Mr. Smith personifies this group as one of the most "hardnosed"
of them all. Mr. Smith's reminences underscores much of the humor, hard work,
and the logger wzy of life.

The oral historian sclected Mr. Smith as an oral hi{ﬂjry candidate for his
stopytelling art. Mr. Smith, deeply involved with the logging industry for his
entire working career, has battled for better working conditions for his fellow

'In.l,u,s‘\'?.\ok WecXerss o‘? Fhe \NOV‘\S\
= (Tww)

workers. Heavily indebted to the
ideas and efforts, Mr Smith was &t the forefront organiwving the logging unions
here in Washington County.during the 1930's and 40's. This is a major reason
why he was interviewed. He exemplified the workerts efforts for better working
conditions, a facet of any industry that is so often ignored.
On a more human level, the conversation with Mr. ®mith reflects the close

personal ties and friendships he developed during his years in the woods. Last
but not the least, Mr. Smith's humorous stories and responses give the listener
an opportunity to smile, chuckle, and even cackle. The hour and half tape and

35 pages of transcription are worthwhile to listen to and read, respectively,

whether one is a serious researcher or just curious.




Interview with Francis Bud Smith, Interview 1
Date of Interview: 7 February 1978;
Interviewer: Lloyd Meyer

Pranscribetr: Sandrd Botten

Blegin Tape 1, Side 1

Mieyversy Good motrning, Mr. Smith.

Smith: How do you do?

Meéyer: WVery good. To start out with, I'd just like
to ask a little bit of questions on yourself -
like where you were born, and how old you

are, and where you grew up.

Smith: Well, I was born a long time ago. 65, September

th'e” £12St

Meyer: Where were you born ?

Smiths Forest Grove, or out here a little village

called Greenville.

Mievier: Is that in existance anymore out there?

Smith: No.
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Oh, it was just a farming community. A

bunch of bheuses together thiere.

Sio" ylom 'vies lisvie d inl Fro dersit! Girieive am o sithe f

yours dife then ?
N2

#0)you went to school in Forest Grove,
and' Eifghsehiools? ! @kay, I guess. we can Jjump

" Now I know

L4
Tight Ffrnt ottthe meat of the matter,
you are a loggery, a2 I'm curious as to when

you started logging or got into the business?

(conseryatis Cord )
Well, I was in a ccC camp fer 27 months.

This friend of mime got a joh at Conselidated

Lumber Company, and he toek me up there.

My first job was to blow a whistle for one of
fenders

the meanest hook tesmPbers in the Pacific Northwest.

And he went up a tree alongfside the railroad

o/

track to hang a lead for the whistle wire to
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go through so the locomotive could go down the
Fraicik, 50 he sent me back to the denkey to
get a lead, and how the hell did I know what

a lead was. Oh well, I asked the engineer

and he just shook his head and went about his
business. 5o I picked up my nosebag, walking
down the track, aﬁd the hooker was up a tree
and he said "Where's that whistle' he'g#d 2"
Isfaiidigdl “Viom llsmiogw  whiere it s 'Go get ik

o stellth ¢ S Ilce pit piio h € on wa lliciinie. That was

my first job.

You mentioned you wetre 1a a GC camp. When

was this and where was this?

Oh that was, Gk, I think it was January 1, 1983,
That was at m(ﬁf » OFegon, a lLittle ceommunity

on the other side of Vernonia.
And what did you do there ?

Oh, we cleared land, made bridges,; and just

about everything.
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Se you mentioned yvour first day on the job

you walked off?
Yes,

That was with €Censolidated or was that with

somebody else?

Oh‘i?ulwo by the samesobD i .. 08, 1 don't
, Yedde v

know who it was. But thglhook timher's name

was Rm)qh'\m)‘yf D/x'DN, and he was a drunken,

e Ilie'r iinip 5 Eic rela mdmn gl ‘sioirt oif Faliom vi, Semid: I

didn't like the way he asked me where that

wihiisitle witie swas sio he. coulid, go, and goiget it

himself. He was up the tree about thirityfeet

and I was down on the ground.
Sa where did svyou go fraom there ?

I went down the track about five miles, walking
down there, and I met the superintendent of
Consolidated Lumber Company, and he put me

on setting chokers right there. Setting echokers

for about three guys I used to play football with.
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Smith: It was old homeweek Around there, seeing all
those guys.
Mever: ©Gould you describe ? 7
NumeS

Smiths Oh, I'd #ay they was Bilh Paley | ,
a.n.d_tiheire “was two or three other guys that went
to school the same time I did. And they were all
working there, You'd follow them around, they'd

tell you what to do and you was alright.

Meyer: You must have been pretty close with them.

amiath= Yeis, they were gooid friemnds,;

Meyer: Could you tell mie what thoker setting is? What

that involves?

Smith: That's Snak\r”s the logs out of wood. The chokers

arecs on"a main 1ine and bhooked to a ‘haulback,

and 9I» stkim! it baek G~ rov MO\b"‘Lk

stops Tigging, and cholker setters go out and

set the chokers amnd get the hell out of the way.
Meyer: *1Is thathiwherte "most people Bsita ¥t ?W ‘MofsitF piteenhorns ?

Sinith:  Yes.
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So that must have been fairly hard werk then ?

Fairly dangerous ?

Oh wes .. both,

Did you have any close encounters or close

calls?
Oh, 1've had so many. That's where everyone
of them gray hairs is from. I've seen guys

killed and I almost got it at least a dezen times.

Do you remember one in particular that really

had you shaking in your boots?

One day I was fighting a hangup in a steep canyon
and I felt the ground wiggling a little bit. I got
up from that pesition I was in fighting the hangup
and all of a sudden a big uprooet come down that
canyon that I was in. It was selid rock and I

run up aside of that wall and that roet lit right
whewre I was warking. And I trved five times

afterwards to get baek up that rock where I was

and I ‘couldn't make %¥er'.' - Boyj] it wa's ‘steep'l
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Smith: Oh, I've got hurt several times pretty bad,

but that was the closest to getting wiped out,.

Meyer: ni@otul ds yous el \mme' atlittlel bit-about Consolidated,

the camp itself 'and'years of operation?

Smith: Well, I don't know a great deal about it.
Hell oifia lot oft timbenr vinjdthtere and it hadd it
had te be gottien out guick. And all these big
companies pooled their money and built a
railroad track inte the Burm and they started
logging. There were so many loggetrs, so many
different companies. I know a guy that had
sieven job's one day. He'd woxrik an heur and cet
mad and quit and walk down the road and another
truck would conie by or something, and he'ld
hep om it and go to that ether side and go to work.
There was lots of men - it was during the first
paptr of sthe Depression. I'arnen sle enkguyrss [cioimiestomt
there in the imyporning - uWwdthi ithetir, noks elrag sadeset
around ;all,day, waiting. for .somebady to.walk off

andythien they'dsopsceitythesjebs

Meyer: So each job wasn't really :very-permanent then?
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No- The only people was peeocple, married pecple,
that had their homes within a radius, oh, of forty
miles of Consolidated camp. Called them
"homeguards'", and they'd stay., Butl ,eotherwise,

tramp loggers by the thousands.

You stayed up there for quite a while, yourself,.

Oh, for Consolidated for, well, too long. il
think it was about three years. But the way

they treated people, you know, you'd think they

was slaves. Where I learned that first was in
the CC camp. I cwuld see the need of a union
right there. It was run by Army officers, and

they'd come out and you'd have to salute them
and say "sir?, and that never went over with me
anyhow.

We mentioned unions. I woulds likerto geteinte

maybe
that, but firstil would like to/\ask you a few

Meant lobe 1P

questions why the unions were needed tike +n

the lumber camps themselves. Now yourself,

you lived in 2 camp, up there for & while.
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Smith: Yes. Oh, for instance the grub. If it wasn't
just right, why, the guys refused to eat it, and
e wouldn't work. Oh, there was one beef that
had to be straightened out right away. So
usually the cook got fired and they'd'hire a
new one and we'd try him. But the camps had
to feed real good to keep crew and that's where
the old tramp logger come in. If he said the
grub was no good, it wasn't any good. So we

wouldn't eat it.
Meyer: Did that happen very oftien ?
Smith: Oh, quite often. Yes.

Meyer: Could you describe a typical meal? Maybe a

breakfast or a dinner ?

Smith: Oh, one time I'll never forget. The guy would
ne .
usually get the same place for breakfast, diamner,
and supper. And you'd come there and somebody's
in your stall, well, there's usually a fight right now.
' s?
I never did remember how this old W’hoﬁkt’/, u)v\l"“{
big old Swede, ate at our i iliet We were all

working on the rigging, and kind of clannish people,

you know. So this big Swede had soup for supper.
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Smith: The bowl weighed about ferty pounds and was

about that big around and you passed the food.
And he'd ladeled out, oh, I1'd say about a gallon.
V eigieit agbilie! is onaipn He kstbamted eatingddt and,
othy | omvet o fs thle loadeins gaidse®You fScan put the
spoon down now, Oli;‘,k ¥y o vee L gloith @ s sita ritiesd 1
And he got mad and got up and walked away from
owr: table. It wasi a good widance. You'BcEpass
the potatoesior thee¢steakior whatever it wa's;
he'd have 'you hoeld the

platter and he'd help

himself and just leave "~ ‘\+ there, you knlow.

One day we had round steak, beautiful meal,

and this big oldl’ww'w(/ s he filled his plate

with potatoes and then he put about three inches
of grawmylton teplef.that, ! And then: e 'order ed
the steaks and we handed him the platter and

he justitookehis fork and speared one randileft
that guy holding the platter. So he just dropped
it 2 (It Sl eraehtSiEn S hi s dap. ALl thatSeriawvy and
spuds and everything. Oh, I tell you; there's

n

was going to be the damndest fight you ever saw.

We run thim off,
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How about sleeping conditions? Were the men

piled into one area ?

I think eight men to @ bunk house and they had

s tieweld peloitisi .w it is primig 8 %cin ‘Bhens. ., Andithey had
a mattress, most of them was filled with straw,
Anid. it wwass pitetty gooldi® s Prettylipood place to
gsleep until nthe idamin e dbuug s nget. i there so
fuhtirelk. anfdt yould thave! to Swen'ty tor work ont them
with diesel o0il and cleaned them up. et
sounded like it was hailing in there when you
turned the lights out. They'd drop off the

rafters.
What exa ctily a e (bledbugs ?

Ghi ¢ ap dittle beetle .- Sorvt of ‘ampanimal, 4] Hadisay
about! ‘half the size of that paperclip; you know.

n

And, boy, they put the wham'ee right to you.

That must have been quite disturbing during

your sleep.

Oh:.Gad,s youw rcouldn 't osileep. You'd have to turn
the #lights Jon vand wun ‘them back up in the ecracks

someplace. Try to get back to sleep before they

come out again.
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Meyer: Was there anysother  way to. get rid of them ?

Smithe Well, diegel ol was abeut the only way we could
get rid of them.,  And we put fouwr cansg on your
bedposts. Set your bed in that. If they didn 't
just bBappen to hit you directly in the face when
they come off the rafters, why they'd light on
the fleoer and thean thewy coulda't get up in your

bunk. They wouldn't monkey around that diesel

ol .F*And it "eventually®goet “rid of all of them,
Meyer: What was it like living with the people you work
with all day and all week. Did you form strong

friendships or did you get irritated with the

people, being around them so much?

Smith: Som'e peoplewere  real'trritating. Yeoru'd waat to
fight"the mthnute you seen “tihrem @th e ris* wie'tle
real good friends. You'd get certain people in

camp nobody liked. He would be held on an end
'cause nobody would do anything for him. He

counldan't help i1t hims&elf, but that!'s the way the
loggers were. If you was a heel when you got

there, you was one when you left.



Phget 153

Meyier: ‘What' did you do' 'du®ing your 'spareitimief o

did you have much spare time up in the woods?

Smith: We didn't have any spare time at all. Only in the
why ,
summertime there was quite a few guys liked

baseball and we had a baseball team that played

some real good ball.

Meyer: You mean the loggers would cheose up sides

and play between themselves?

St b Yeah. Yeah. Or maybe you'd have a team in
camp and they'd challenge anybody. Other camps

and so forth.

At lome camp I} stayved itn, they hired an e=x-
conviet from state prison. And he got a kid
up there with himi and, beoy, was he a pitchenr.
He could really throw a ball. And he done eur

pitehing for us.

Meyer: What was your position? Did you play much?

Haniittih s Ok, I played. Yeah. Q'h, in the infield.  But
wsually it was the hardest part teo get a place

gituibibe’d” out big enough feor a ballpark, you know.
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Smithes It mainly ceome down to just plidyinieeiaitich.

Meyer: Se would this bée on yourfday off or after work

that you would play?

Smith: Be after work. The day off was get the hell

out of camp.

Meyer: Where would you go on those days ?

Smith: Oh, to the first whore house_that you seen.

Meyer: Huh. And what would you have - one day off

during the week?

Smith: Saturdays and Sundays.

Meyer:; Oh, you would get two then.,

Q-

Smith: We'd cateh the Mulligan Consolidated Camp, on
Sunday night, oh; about eight otclock and go up

to camp, and three-fourths of the crew would be

drunilc, Sometimes worse than that.
Meyer: So alcohol was pretty prevalent in the camps then ?
\()\ Bmitth: Yep. .Seen maany a battle en a train going te, camp
. |:‘>\
& ("{" % &> for something that happened maybe five years ago.

END OF TAPE 1, SIDE 1
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Smith: We were working for axq\_\wo cadled
what the hell was the name? Well, there

was two guys had at and they were working

R
85 poitTa " Jiob

wpT ield r  Eafratpt. And Burt Picker;
tending hoelk there. “And omne ot the old loggers
died and he had a hell of a good lookin'! wife.
She got a job in the ecookhouse. Waitress, or
flunkie they called ftthem. Oh, ¥Vou could walk
into camp in about ten minutes. It was only
about a mile out there, you know. Every night
he'd go down and he'd go into her bunkhouse, and
he always put his lunchpail on the runner of the
sled they had the bunkhouse on. So I snuck
down there one night and spiked his lunchpail
to the runner. Wiell; *that’ ni gt wer run*eut there ,
A\C got on th'e speede?r, amd *the s peleder “clome 'ito
camp awdi blowed the"® whisitie. ™ “Anld* old *Bart
would always come running out of that bunkhouse
and “grah thlo's'e nosebdg on* tHe Hly? “And this
night he grabbed it and he couldn't budge it.

And he jerked on it,and the strap broke and

the thermos bottle flew out and broke. And
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(continwing)s

booke the fruit jar amd, oh God, just rfaised hell,
I've threatened to tell him several times if he
remembered that, but I never had the guts to.

That old Burt, he was quite a character.

Was he your boss.then? Or you worked under

him?

Yeah. At that place. I worked for him two

or three times.

So is he a pretty good work, then, himself?

Oh yeah,

A pretty good person?

He was a brainwork, the hook tender. He done
all the thinking., You guys do the work, I*'ll
never forget the day the Japs bombed Pearl
Harbor. Why the next day .about half the crew
was down signing up for the Marine Corps or
something. And it was a lousy day. Raining,
blowing

g And we built a big fire, and we was

standing around that fire and here come old

Burt, And he said "Boys. Boys. Please get
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(continuing):
back away from the fire. You're liable to get
burned up, " he said, "And I'm responsible for

o (L
Do you ever see anyx of them at all?

Oh yeah, 1 seen, oh, two or three times during

a yearx. They come out and see me., Stayed for
about four hours. We had a
that wouldd take a week to get over. Just

settin' and tellin' about old times.

We're talking about the people that you worked
with in the camps. Were there foreigners; that

worked in your camps?

Oh yeah. There were lots of Swedes, Norwegians,
and quite a few Greeks on the section crew, but

they stayed to themselves.

Did they speak English? Could you communicate

with them ?

Oh yeah.  You could 'undetstand a work or two.
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Smith: This big old Greek was sitting on the speeder
one morning. The crew was behind a section
crew 'on' another speeder. ' And we come to the
forks of the® road-and there was theirtrailer
and allf thelr tools and stuff, Well, they'!d have
to get off and lift that trailer off the tracks so
we could get by, Then this foreman with the
section crew, he said "Alright boys. Get the
tool 8" Ut rof tihve! Swaly ™ % Anid¥this big Tom, they
called him, he looked and he watched, pulled
out a pocket watch as big as an alarm clock.

And it was about ten minutes before seven

o'clock. He says to the foreman, "What time
you got, company cocksucker? I gott ten minutes
yet. "

we
So there was nobody work. Since/ A wanted to go

to work, we got off and walked up the hill to the

v

landing. Yeah, and like 1 said before we pretty
solid in one. The foreman of the camp or
somebody canned this old Tom=z=the Greek. And

on a Monday morning, they had the business agent

out there to see what the squawk was about. And

he come out and said the guys voted to put him
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Smith (continuing):

back ™ to wori, And they went in and told the

foreman, and no soap - so we went home. I
T Y ( think we lost three days'! work waiting for that

o to make them pay mind.

e Meyer: So the people that worked out there must have

been in fairly good shape.

Smith: Oh, yedh. Wonderful shape.

Mfeyer: Were most of the people young? Young men?

Craaaph el a s Yeah.

. Meyer: How about the equipment that you used? Was
it pretty proficient or how it improved gquite
. - a bit since you been out there?
. - SiEiith: Yeah, Oh, it's improved alot. But what we had
. up there was good rigging. Big and husky you
By ,. had to have because then: machines were so
1 &S
b \\,*»l’ powerful you couldn't imagine. The donkeys
B i i
(\% :\\\\ / \L’ N ; %
‘i. : were fourteen by thirteen Willamette iron works,

And they were two speeds; the high and low.
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Smith: I've seen time and time again a eighty-foot log
(! choked on in and hit a stump and just slow up
enough so it upended the whole log. You
couldun*®t stop “it. And
they'!d take in quite a circle and hit some of
them Hemlocks, and they was just like powder.

They just boom and away they'd go. Lot of

guys thawe got thhirt by falling windfalls, Mostly
Hemlock.
Meyer: How about the actual cutting of the trees? Was

; it mostly double-edge axes?

Sinith . Yeah. Oh, axes and misery whips,  or falling

Saws.

Meyer: That must have been quite back-breaking labor,

Simith: Oh yeah, and they made good mohey. It was by
the bushel, you know, so much a thousand. And
there was one set, an old Swede and a Russian.
This Russian, I've seen time and again out there,
ohf, in December naked to the waist falling
timber. And you just could e thies stesm m-
roll off of him. He was tough., They'd fall
lots of days a hundred thousand, you know,

and that's a lot of timber. In eight hours they'd

st b a t much.
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Meyer: Was there:still a lTot of virgin timber up in

that area then?

Smith: Oh, that was all virgin timber.

Meyer: So how were the trees then? An individual tree ?

Smith: Ohys'they running from aboutctwo feet-aup to
eight,*I% e seen them, I seen one one day -
we hooked onto a log at three o'clock and got it
on the landing by ten the next morning that was

eighty, I think eighty some inches through.

" Then the log we had to 1lift, too. We was logging
\ J“\‘l itrauphilly  Buat that thing wowld' dig intof the
ground and the donkey'd pull away as bang would
gio- & 'chioker and yow'd get a mew one and put
a roll on it and get it out of its bed. Then we
got it on the landing and the superintendent
cdome along and culled iti ' Tthere wag-a rotten
about that big on the butt end‘of it. I don't
. 1 know whatever become of that log. It was gquite

Al puieice That tree had four 36 inch logs in it.

W-here it laid it took us half a day teo get out the

batt ewts
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It'syhard . to imagine those size of trees today
being out there. I mean just being able to see

them when you go out in the woods today.

You liked .seeing that one:picture I had on that
logtruek tihe othe® ,day.| It had, thirty-one
thoeousand, feet in jit, or.something like that.

Thatls.abig log.

What was the feeling like when you watched a
tree fall? A tree of that size? Was there

quite an emotional impact behind that?

Oh, when you first went up there. If you see
the first one go down there was. After you

was there a day you'd get used to it,.

Did someone always yell "Timber!'"?

QhL, you betcha. You'd better be in the clear,

£ 6.

So everybody was scrambling as soon as that

tree started its descent, I would imawgine.
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Smithz: You betcha.

Meyer: Okay. I would like to change tact here a little
bit and talk a little bit about the beginnings of
the unions. The loggers' unions. And my
understanding is that alot of the original ideas

and men who formed the present day unions had

i 2 R B R BN

their start with the I, W, W, 1Is that right?

@mith: Right.

Meyer: Do you know a little bit about the Wobblies?

Smith: Oh, very little. I know they took alot of abuse.
They got hung for everything that was done
illegally. But the Wobblies had the right idea.
They got us out of the stickin' bunkhouses and
built us some camps to stay in, and some
blankets. You used to have to pack your own
bedding with you. And they got rid of that,
There was quite a few old Wobblies still in the

Iocal when<I joined.

Meyer: So did you have contact with some of the Wobblies?

Smith: Oh yeah.
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Meyer: What was your opinion of them at the time?

Were you sympathizing with them?

Smiths Welljap to'adegree on; -you knew.: » But they
didn't give a damn about violence. That was
their middle name. But, ruh; rlooking on the
othe? rside of 1t, why the gty had to keep them
wrnder ‘eontrol. The worse part of it was the
Communist party got ahold of alot of them
Wobblies and got them going Communist. And
that was no good at all. Fact is, it started

the strongest in Canada and they migrated

down here.

I seen some good, good rough and tumble fights.
One mainly in Portland one time when we had
a eomvention in theére. One of the old timber

fallers got into it with a Communist, and he

god-damn near killed him. He just beat him
< tho ha " pulip. [iMF RoPTION] (W Bﬁc(&@uoo\
B o
g4 : :
¢ the International Union come

fronn ‘British® Columbia™and teld ws® what tio! do
and“what he “wWas''goiing te do., And I was there

when we run him out of the union hall.
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Meyer: So when you joined, when you started logging,

was there any union organization then?

Smith: Oh yeah. They was going strong when I joined.

Jitn sarsi,n iy 3A , Fo oot L. They was just

organizing the woodworking industry. And I

belonged to them just about a year and then

we changed our mind.
Meyer: Why's that? What caused you to be turned off

by the AFL?

Smith: Well, we didn't like our leadership. There

was too damn many Communist dominated
&

figures in the higher e(&\fkol\\ » and we didn't

some of their ways of life.

Meyer: This was the loggers, in general, that didn't

like them ? Didntt 1like the AFIL ?

Smith: Yeah, the sawmills, quite a few of them stayed

with them, and are still with them. Buteiot
many are loggers.

Meyer: So what did the loggers do then once they quit

the AFL? Where'd they go? Or what did they

|

do themselves?

i
b
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Smith: Stayed in the same hall and just different

leadership.

Meyer: Was that the beginnings of the I.W.A.? The

International Woodworkers of America?

Meyer: Now was the I. W, A, part of the C,I,0. ?

Or where did the €.,1.'0;" come"in ?

Smith: Yeah. The C.I1.0, helped form the I, W, A,

Meyer: Oh, could you tell me a little bit about the
I. W, A, ? Its organization, how big it was,

and general characteristics?

raiith: Well, it gd so that everything went C,1.0,

The woodworking industry. And we proceded
to weed out the Communists. We got them
clear the hell out of the country. I don't know

where they are now, but we got rid of them.

END OF TAPE 1
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Interview with Francis Bud Smith, Interview 2

Date rof Intexrviews: 8 Eebruary L9%7%.8;

Interviewer: Lloyd Meyer

Transcriber: Sandra Botten
Begin Tape 1, Side 1

Meyer: Good morning, once again. 1I'd like to pick
up again where we left off yesterday, and we
were talking about the I, W, A, and the Wobblies,
and the influence of the Communists and how
they turned off the loggers around here in
the lumbertr . You were talking
about it. Now do you have anything else to
add or sum up? Or personal opinions on the

Communists themselves?

] oinith: Yeah.' Their ideas didn't jell with ours. They
done everything with force. And didn't go along
with the majority of the guys. We just told them

| : tofget ot -and~ shut up.

Meyer: Okay. We were talkingi about the formation of
BheV di W .“A., and the breaking off from the A, F, L,

Why exactly was there that break in the formation

o gif stihve. I, W, A, ?
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v Smith: Well, the leadership of the A.F. of L wasn't

doing anything for the membership at all.

Absolutely nothing.

Meyer: Was that the national leadership or just the

representatives in this area?
Simith: National. The whole works.

Meyer: Was it the woodworkers just felt that they

weren't having any representation’  with the

A, E., A, ? Was that the sole reason?

nath: There's a different breed of people in the
western région. The A.,F, of L.now - younger

guys, and they're pretty good people. But we

i sure told them

Meyer: So how did things change once the woodworkers

formed their own organization?

Smith: Well, we politiced and got the leaders in there

we wanted.

" u
. -
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IM: So you yourself, were involved. You were a leader of sorts of a busin

business agent you were?

BS: Yes.

LM: Could you tell me a little bit about that and your role?

BB: Oh, it came about by jusk safisfactory work in the camps. Being
on a greivance committee, you learn a lot. An opening came up for a
business agent, so they elected me.

Li: That was up in Consolidated.

BS: No, that was right here in town. The guy that was business agent
got mad and quit. Then, they nominated me to fill out his unexpired term
which wes only two months. In two months he was running again against me.
And that was something. Cost the local union a lot of money. Some
hothead got up and said well, "Business Agents will not pack the ballot
box. They went ahead and elected a balloting committee of three to pack
a little tin box. It had a lock on it. Those three guys spent a week
going to all the camps with the ballot. Vote them right on the job.

I don't know what wages was in those days. It cost the local a bundle
I'll be damn if I didn't get some 90 per cent of the vote, anyhow.

LM: What was the local that you were representative for? What xhe

was the number of your local?

BS: It was the old loc 1 five was its number then.

LM: How much area did that ta.e in?

BS:2 All of Forest Grove there and the surrounding area. Halfway down the
Wilson River toward Tillamook. Oh, there was avout a thousand members.
LM: What were your duties and your responsibilites?

BS: My responsibilities? To try and keep those hot-headed guys on the

Jobl
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ILM: That must have been a difficult chore at times.

BS: Yes. And try to settle abuses and keep the ball a rolling. There
were some places where they absolutely refused the superintendent of an
outfit. Argme for hours that the company ought to change management

or else. It was quite an emperience.

Lz When you went over to the mills and the camps in favor of the
loggers themselves to change management, the unions usually went out?
BS: No, we didn't have to strike very often. We just told them what
we w.nted. 7@; 9% of the time I got it, without any argument.

LM: They relented just because of the fearz of a strike. Do you think
that's why they actually gave in to your demands?

BS: You bet they wcs scared of us! We would strike at the snap of a
finger.

LM: Must have been a fairly tight union?

BS: It was. It was goode When a guy has that kind of backing you can
be a little bit belligerent with the employers, yourself.

LM: Were there any strikes back when you were working with Consolidated
and up through the years?

BS: Oh yess At Consolidated, we didn't know what day we was going to
work. We'd go up there and there'd be a beef and the business agent say
“"They won't stand still" so we turn avound and come back home. Lots of
times. Pack that nosebag up there and have to eat a cold lunch and

then fill up on beer.

LM: Did this ever lead to violence? in any way then the threats of

strikes J between the employers and the unions?
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BS: Oh yes yea. We had several hottheaded business agents. They never
got along with the management. That led to several strikes.

LM: Were most of the mills and camps in this axsax your local were

they under the I.W.A.?

BS: All of them except one. That's still Stimson's out here.

1M Why weren't they?

BS: Chicken-shit.

LM: We talked before about the violence occasionally between Stimson
workers and the I.W.A. If you don't mind, could you describe some of the
encounters your men had with their men?

BS: Well, one night after a unionx meeting we all got in the cars and
went down to the first beer joint down here. The place was full of

A.F. of L. scaps. We had a free-for-all. A couple of guys ended up in
Jail for inciting a riot. Une or two got their jaws broke and a few things
like that. Nothing serious (laughs).

LM: Yhy do you think they didn't go % with the I.W.A. ?

BS: I'll never kuow.

LM; Was it a total management decision? On Stimson Mills part?

BS: Stimson just scared them into it. Most of them. They said work or else.
A.F. of L. or go home. They used that tactic to shove that down their
throats, clezr to their elbows.

LM: You mentioned before that you attended sever.l international
conventions. The I.W.A. must have been quite a large orgamization?

BS: It was up-and-coming and it sfill is. The fact is the business agent
we got today is orgainizing a saw mill oug here in North Plains.

Thirty-seven people is going to take the federal mediation board to hold

an election. I think by next Thursday we'll have some more members.
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BS: Two of the guys were at the meeting last night. We guarenteed them
we'd back them all the way.

ILM: When had the conventions, what went on during the conventions?

BS: Well, thk every two years we had to elect officers. There was a
lot of politicing going on. You vote for me and I'll vote for you, you
® know, pat you on the back. Then, they coordinated the bargaining

the district counsils. The I.W.A. formed five didtricts councils.

One in western Canada and one in eastern Canada and one on the Pacific
Coast and one in part of the eastern part of the United States. Wisconsin,
Michigan, and through there. Then they orgamized the South. Itea's the
biggest district in the region. Then we put out a...seven and a kalf
goes out of your union dues to go into your strike fund. Millions of
dollars in that strike fund now. Probably ten million. You got

that to fall back on. A guy goes on strike, he get 90 @lollars a week
or something like that.

It was 60. I don't know wahat it is now. Maybe 75 a week. For the duration
of the strike. If you got that kind of meney yam why, if you have any
trouble you could walk out the door.

LM: When the IWA first formed back in the Thirties did they have that kind
of insurance for the workers? What would the loggers do during that time?
Beating up on scabs mostly.

It must have been fairly toughx then if you were out for a long time?

Qut doing anything you could get your hands on. Picking berries even.

We went through some tough old times.

Was there any temptation on the part of some of the workers to go back to work

without a strike setf%jment?
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BS: Oh, a few of them did yes. That was the toughest part. Kepping them

in line, to do what was right.

LM: Another man that was involved in the IWA in this area was a man by

the name of Lyman Wax, You were pretty good freinds with him right?

What was his job? Was it similar to yours then?

Yes, he had the same job I did only over in Vernonia. Then, he got a
promotion to supervise the Health and Welfare Plan. We called him "Dog"

Wax. He had to go around and keep the doctors lined up and the billing and
so forth.

LMs So, you feel the union has really come quite a wuys since its inception
then?

All for the betterment.

Does the management amyx have any more say or power, or itz in the workers
hands now, you thinkg?

Well, we're as strong now or stronger thanw we ever were. It's pretty much
run be the union. Every once in awhile, like Noblecraft down there where
I worked, after I quit they put a big, dumb knothead on us superviser.

I quit on a Thursday one week and then they bought the company out. I
always do to this day iigure they waited until I quit before they took over.
Because, oh, they hated my guts. I couldn't have worked five minutes with

that new spperintendent. It would have been no holds barred.

How long did you work down at Noblecraft?
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BS: Me? 16 years. I was elected delegate to the district council

of 11 men and I was the only one on that that w.s a rank-and-filer.

Worked by the hour. The rest of them were all business agents of various
locals.

What is Noblecraft? Is that a cabinet...

Cabinet, strictly cabinet.

Is that where of the loggers go after a few years?

Yes there is quite a few loggers down there.

Tuning back to your own personal experiences out in the woods. You say worked
for Consolidated dround '44 you said? Around that time?

No, I went to work at Consolidated around 1937. %6 is was, yes 1936. Then
I was in the A.F. of L. until August 1, 1937 and then went C.I.0. I'm a

charter member. Got the card to prove it.

So how long did you stay there at Consolidated?
Oh, working for the various gyppos, about ten years altogether.
When you finished up there you just continue logging somewhere else? Or it
when you started up at Noblecraft?
Working in that cabinet shop. First I worked a year in a shake mill. Made
shakes. When we got through there I went down to BEXXNAXEIXXHEXX Noblecraft.
Went to work the first of April, 1960. The first year, well I hadn't been
there two months and they elected me job seward. Well, that Spring they
had nominations for the executive board members of the region. I got
nominated and elected to that. I stayed there for 16 years. Every two years
they'd have reelections. They reelected me eight times. Once out of the

eight times I got as low as the sixth highest. Other times I was first, second,

or third.
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LM: In our conversations, it really seems like you've made a lot of friends

and had a lot of x experiences. This is a bit of a rhetorical question, but

if you had it all over again would you stick with logging?

Yep. You bet. If I had it to do over again, I'd pick logging and work on

the union end of it and safety end of it. So many guys get crippled up,

you know. Most of it was Just carelessness.




