LUKER FAMILY TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH FOOD STAMPS
FEBRUARY 25th

801 You said it's on 2:30, on March 3th.

010 1 just had to write it down. All I've got is a color crayon is all.

017 Do you want my address?

022 Ummmmm. We could come in, well you could send it. 1t doesn't mal:ter. But

we filled one out this last month. Oh,.ok; then 1'11 ... It would be better to

have them filled out beforetime so I'll give you my address. So you can mail It

out. It's 574 East Main, ﬁilisbofo. 042

051 Okay. Thank you. Bye.

END OF CONVERSATION

052 Mrs. Luker Continuing. I tell you that if I can run an office better than those
people. ‘And I'm stupid. I can't read or spell that good. But I'll tell you I don't
need to be chomping on a piece of candy or Qum while I'm talking on the phone.

JOHN 059 Well you know, they're entitled to their little extra piece of stew aren't
they? 060

061 Yeah; But jimminy when you're talking to the public you don't put them on hold
for half an hour. While you go an ...

JOHN 064 Twenty minutes is sufficient. It shouldn't be half an hour. That's rediculon

L3

w066 Well, let me write these down.

JOHN Well youlsée they're a bureaucracy. They don't show much consideration for the
individual person, 068
068% Well my time is just as important as theirs.
070 JOHN time or anything. Well that's the way they operate hon. You know
072 I know it. That's why .. F s
- 073 Brace yourself. JOHN % ;
654 Every\time I call I go through the same thing. I get mad at them.

076 I'1l write this down and I'll run to the bathroom and then we can goe

» Qff to the grade schocl to play hasketball. Earlier photographs at unemployment

 and Good year looking at refridgeratoms and microwave ovens.
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FEB. 14, 1974

003 I think the price of food is to high. It's rediculous. You have to knok yourself out
knock your brains out trying to figure out how to get enough ah stretch your dollar. You
know ya jump from one supermarket to another. You run around and get specials here and specials
there and stock-up on it. That's the only way you can make ends meet. 017
024 Well, food stamps is the only way we can do it. And I buy in big quantities plus I've got
this market where I go and pay a membership of fifty cents and its a couple of cents cheaper.
Some things are higher there than on the other gﬁocery steres. But, I keep, I check the adds
and different stores where I know things are chééper. And then I get them where I know
they are cheaper. I try to remember where things aré cheaper. 044
ﬂ"057 Safeway, ah, I don't know they kind of a con job on the public you know. When you go in the
there to shop not only do they ah if we had the experience of being treated like we're less than

a, like the cash customer is preferred. You know what I mean. Rather than food stamps.

Like we had the experience when we were in the Safeway market one day getting a few items
that ah the minute the box boy saw our food stamps he took off to some other thing. And left

me to box my own stuff. So, rather than be treated like this we go to the Prairie market

where we know we're. going to box our own stuff there. Get a saving on it-too. Fifty cent
ngaqvot bbﬂ
xnembershlp which grants you the perllage ofAshopping in thelr stor° and one trlp there if you®
in large quantities can many times Qwﬁay-that cost of fifty cents back. There's lots of large
quantities that you can buy. Like, ah, gallon containers, and you mark your own prices so this
saves them a lot of labor you know. Pricing all of these itemé and stacking them on the shelves
they leave them all in cases. You just cut the cases open. It's a help yourseif market. It's
the difference between going into a restaurant and going into a cafeteria. You serve yourself
and you save money. It's a:good concept. I'd like to see more stores like this. Because as
more people are unemployed they have more liesure time to shop. This id beautiful. P@ople
will be able to take their time and maybe take six or céight hours to shop. Of course, you

know, thé?'s exageration in the other directyon. It really is for the little bit extra that

you do you, I'd rather have the money in my pocket than the supermarket's pocket. 14
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116 Your corner grocery store. They might have one item cheaper than the other places

but overall they"re higher, and you cannot stretch your foodstamps for a month if you

shop at the corner grocery store all the time. ‘

136 One week I'll pay my gas bill, another week I'll pay my electric. My telephone bill.

And then the week after I pay the other ones. The last two weeks of the month I'1l have

to start figuring how to pay the rent for the next month. And I pay it in installments

plan sort of. Like I pay eighty dollars around the sixth. Another eighty dollars the

week and a half after. 145

203 I was seeking the goood life, but ypu can't get away from it all really. You really

can't get away from it all unless you rough it. If people want to live in the mountains in a
cabin that would be great you know, but we're a little spoiled you know. We like these luxuries
as well as a little tranquility. ; k

210 Too. We can't get to far away either becaﬁgé of our oider boy. He has to have an
artificial leg évery'once in a while so we caﬁ't go whére theydﬁgég cripple children tb
help us take care of it. Cause we couldn't afford it to do it on our own. 214

224 When the kids want spending money you can't let them go to the show cor skating or
bowling or something like that. N

%

229 - My boy needs three dollars for his boyscout or he can't race his pine work derby. And,-
they see their friends going to the show and bowling and things like that. And a lot of times
my husband and I would like to go to the show because their is not enough money to do it.
242 And the selection of entertainment you get on the television is extremely superficial
limited for the potential. Their's times, for me it's just a blank period. You look into
what is offered and to me it's pretty dismal sometimes. So, I just shut the TV off and

go get a book or a newspaper. Anything to keep the old mind occupied. We've had a lot of
things we wanted to get sometimes, knocking around these second hand stores and things.
Sometimes it's a pretty painful experience when you look at some of the attrocious

prices they want. These St. Vincet De Paul and this Salvation Army Thrift store. We wnt
into Portland. I wanted to get a little cheap typewriter. And I never could fi... the only
place 1 ever could find anything that looked a little promising they were just beat to
pieces. You know. The only cnes that were cheap. And that was at a 8alvation Army storee.
269 By the time we got enough money for it it was gone. And it was reasonable. It was only
twelve dollars. But, somebody had the money right then and beat us to it.

181 The only bargain I saw in their store.

I nneded a stove because the one I have quit working on me. And they wanted $47.50.
Well, if I was still on welfare they would have stiil.beu- bought it for me, but right now
I don't have the $47.350 to even get it. The one we got nowtgﬁtw seaogsglwsggdoggoég when we
bought it, but I didn't get it through one of those thrift stores. The only way I was able
to find it as cheap as it was, I think we paid $35.00 for it. And it was just a look it the

want ads. You know, go thrdugh the want-ads everyday in the newspaper and when you spot somettr
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you better get 1t because it's not going to last forever.

300 That's how we got our freezer too, was through the want ads in

the paper.

303 But if I had never been working I'd have never had gotten that
freezer. That's a luxury that people you know that are on welfare
couldn't afford. They'd have to get it some other way. It's too

bad they don't have some kind of a fund set up where people could get,
but I suppose that some people would }et it set with a couple loaves

of bread in it. There's a lot of welIito do middle class peoplé you
know who will buy a freezer, and they'll fill that thing with food.

And they'll gradually work it down, and there it sets month after month
because the wife ia in Ehe habit of going down to the supermarket and
maybe she might put a few TV dinners in 1t. Two or three days you know.
Thet's what they stalk up on,.318

324 I have a fry skillet that my mom sent me for Christmas that I can
bake bisquits in, and you can bake a ple in it. One of these frozen
ples?It takes about & half an hour.

329 One of the reasons we would like an oven real bad is because I
love, if I'm not working or anything to make bread a 4 stuff like that,
331 I buy these frozen breads that you can get pretty reasonable.
They sell for @1.09 I think, I've seen em for five loaves. Where I shop
over there at Prairie, you can get them for .88 for four loaves. \
’So, youhave to bake them yourself, But, I don't mind baking them myself

if it's a better buy; But, I d1d4 find a bakery in Pawtland that's real

reasonable.It's only twenty three cents & loaf. And, they have handburger
buns for twenty-nine, and hot dog buns for twenty-nine, and all different
kinds of breads and meats that are real reasonable. (horse meat)

249 One of the problems of the fuel th ing ls how can people even afford
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P to go look for work when they can't even afford gas for their oar.
\\}7 I got a car, yeah, an old junky gas hog V-8. In fact, the one that
brought me up here. An old Pontias, the one that brought me up hers,

when times were good. Because, you know, I just don't do much driving
here anymore, Well, like from here to town ia only two blocks.

l And anywhere in town I walk. The only time I drive very much is when I

. drive over to ~ to a, to the market in Beaverton. And I try to make as

many thlngs in one trip as posasible, Logical}y, that'as what everybody

does. In these times, 368 ;;

369 Those foood stamps are a good deal. We couldn't make 1t and feed
/ the kids, We payed $54.00 and we got 168 dollars worth of food stamps,
i We wouldn't be able to survive a month. 275
K276 iF*hink~po&itfc;lli-ﬁﬁe~atato of Oregon 1s a good deal. ...
'570 I've worked on and off since the kids got oclder. Never steady though.
I 575 We're living on our un-employment. My husband's and mine. And I
get $30.00 s week and he gets $52.00. But pretty soon my unemployment,
~ ip amother week or so, that's all I'1ll be able to get,
581 Yeu-know I can-think of a-silty way we wasted some mMonev-onrce,.
ROSA'S MOTHER ("= Con fo e [ w0, 6
et
7%Z4 You couldn't pive me all of the wealth in China, 1f 1t's gohng malke
me kike some of the wealthy people are., So greedy. And If they saw
starving to death
somebody out in the street, they would leave them there because it
might take momething out of their pocket.

729 1 think that everybody cught to have a little wealth, even the poorest

pecple., Spread it around. Share it. Wealth is a great thing if it's not

overddne,
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654 What I think about these places vhere they sell used clothes, you
know, I know it's for the handicapped. Like St. Vincet DePawl and
Goodwill, and the Salvation Army. They say it's for the handiecapped,
Well, there are other people that aré In need too. Like the poor

people, and some of them are on welfare. They have a bilg family.

And trhey cannot afford to buy them cypthea.wThings are so high.

They can't even afford tc buy them %%ere. Because the priee is so high
for a pair of shoes: three or four dollars. That's too muehe I don't
think that only them are in need but also the poor people that cannot
afford to buy clothes for their kids, Because these kids. They got to

go to schools If it's ralning or cold or whatever they need swesaters.
There are a lot of people- they buy them just one little swester eash.
And they have to go the whole week with that sweater, Some of them don't
have washing machines. They don't have money to go to the laundromat

and do washing every week. Or, inbetween the week. To have enough
clothes for these kids, And I think if they could get a falr price they
could afford to get two or three sweaters for each little kid so theyw
could have enough to clean clothes to wear. The same as shoes, I've

seen a4 lot of kids with tennles when it's ralning. It's so wet because
they don't have any shoes. They cannot afford to buy shoes. This place
1{s where they sell thcse clothes. They should lower threir prices so the
rest of the poor pecple can afford to dress thelr chlldren. Because I
know everybody wants the best for their kilds. 4nd thils 1s the only th ing
I got against it, that prices are too high. And they should think about
these poor psople tco., Becavse 1f they're helping them they should help

£
the rest too. { ..



€95 Well I heard that St. Vincet DePgul they dc help people but you
nave to be real bad off. For them to help you. But cther people & at
do need help that canpay a little for their things just can't afford

it beczavse 1ts just too high.

LUKER 700 That's why I don't gilve the stuff to em anymore. I keep

it until I find somebody that needs it. I just give it away to someboldy

that rneeds it,

RC34 €04 A lot of people pive them good clothes, pood furniture,
because |

give em a lot of things.«~ this organizétion is helping the poors,

Is it really helping?

708 They have to be taking in an awful lot of money. All those sales

that I've seen in the sgore when I've been in there; Goodwill was just
jemmed with people., They were standing in line there checking them out.
Practically evsry time I've been in the Goodwill stores they've been

1ike that. At least I know that in the Goodwill they put handicapped

peorle to worke.

713 But how much do they pay the handicapped? Probably peanwmis.

715 Well,I went one time there looking for a vacecuum cleaner, They

wanted fifteen dollars. It was pretty old. I imagine that htis veocouun.
cleaner was given to them, but just look at the price that they were gelltng
1t. Row can poor people go and buy a thing like that.

719 Like the stove I went to the places. And they must know the Welfaref;_f
Ycu know, the welfare sllows forty nine dollars.Becanse they had them ali

for forty seven {ifty and forty elght fifty. But still. Who can afford

tc pay that price for the stuff,
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FEB. 21lst

001 I was going to take my money, you know, when 1 got my income tax return
and get another economy car. That's what I had planned on doing. But we needed an
oven too bad. You know, there's always wanting to bake something. You save a little
bit of money when you can bake in an oven. The point is that I took my money that
I was going to get my car with, and get rid of ny gas hpg; and instead I bought a
stove. Another one. For seventy-nine dollars. Then I give them my old stove and they
knock ten dollars off. Which worked out rea%{good. gecause if I would have tried to
get rid of the old stove I would have had tg put an ad in thé paper. And rent a
railer. To haul it with. And rent a dolly to move it with you know; just to move it
around. But fortunately they delivered the stove for me and everything. And hauled the
other one away. 29 .

Well we had a stove, but just the oven was not operating. It went out. I had it
fixed once; it cost me seveniteen dollars. And- the guy wired it up with a coathanger.
So we had our holiday dinners on it you know. So anyway. Now we can bake bread and
stuff again. Which is a savings. I had that frozen bread in the freezer ever since
December. And it's February now. It really worked out prettv good.

047 It went out on Christmas day. (Joan)

0492 But I didn't get my car. But I'm not worried about that because there's not enough

gas to drive anotner car if I had it. I don't do that much driving anywayes..

CRAIG 058 I ihink they should make something for the teenagers like the YMCA or
something. That's all.

391 1 haven't done nothing yét but maybe later on I'11l bake a cake. Or something.
Tomorrow I'1) probably bake & turkey or duck. Or somethings I'11 be baking all the
hings I've been wanting Lo bake.

398 Just like a baby with a toy.
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442 If one of the kids gets sick or something I have to put them in the car and

drive them into Portland. 447 It's a long ride for somebody that's sicke

That's the only thing we can do. We can't afford to go to a local doctere. I don't

have that kind of money or anything else. 450

539 I had an appointment for the kids for the public health to get a physical

and the welfare was going to pay for that but then when we got discontinued because

I couldn't get an appointment till this month, I had, to cancel it because we wasn't

on assimtance. i5 

546 It's a new program I guess they started so make sure that the kids that's on public

assistance that you know are in fairly good health. If there's anything wrong like a »

they would see that they go to a doctor and maybe get it taken care of.

557 Well we had it scheduléd, but you see I got my unemployment which made my income

enough so that I was disqualified for the month of February for welfare assistence.
unemployment insurence )

568 I'm getting $52.00 a week” from the state of California, but its fust so sporadic

indefinite. Ycu can't count on getting it on a certain day. Or a certain time. Tt's

been almmcst three weeks. And I was teld the other day down at the unemployment office

it has to be al least three weeks before they can run a tracer on ite. And see what happened

to it. Why my check didn't come. So, we're kind of hurtinge. 5795 On that score.

577 Yeah, she gets $30.00 a week, but her's hasn't arrived either this week. And she's

usually been getting it by when?

JOAN By Tuesday. Tuesday or Wednesday I usually get it. Probably the end of this month

will be the last of it. TI've got two riore checks coming at $30.00 and then one at five

doullarsa

555 Inless the State of California gives an exsiension ilke some states are doing you know.

I thirv they awarded a, congresz has awarded so many milllon more for an extension of

unemployment insurance in certain instances. 590 You see, when you use up. You got X

number of dollars you can draw for so many weeks and then when you use up that amount
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either you're completely out and your unemployment discontinues or if the federal
goyernﬁent géts generous they'll give another grant and you can draw the same amount

all over again. Itfs what they call an extension or a similar amcunt of money. 1t might
be.less.598 600 When you deplete your unemployment insurance. If California doesn't
give an extension. When she runs out, and when 1 run out we have nothing but welfare

te fall back on. 602 |

603 JCAN You get called back to work, and we're hoping maybe by April that he'll be called
back to work.

606 1It's possible, but who can say for sure. You know., It's a possibility that they
might not hire any new people this year., If sales stay down you know. Because where

I was working is convenience foods and when times get rough people don't buy convenience
foods.r They don't buy ready made potatoe salad, and ready made macaroni salad, sausages
that are ready- you just warm them up and serve em. That kind of food. Pre-packaged

and ready to go. So I hope things improve financially. ‘Economically, I mean, for the
whole country. 619

627 Beginning with an energy shortage you have a shortage of everything that energy
produces. It's a kind of a chain react%gﬁ. You knock one domino down and the whole

row talls. One guy gets layed off andfso he can't buy a certain thing so somebody

else gets layed off, becmuse they don't manufacture anymore of them. Because .. and on

and on and on. 632
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FEBRUARY 21ST

223 I was watching a néws report orie night. This guy was talking about putting up

a petition to puf this finanial disclosure for candidates for public office on the

ballot and let the people vote on it. Because the legislature passed it and the governor
refused, he vetoed the thing after the legislature passed it. So, the Common Cause

people decided the orily way we could do it then was just for the public to put it on a ballo
and vote on it. So, we need 40,000 signitures to put it on the ballot so they'll want

to get a 100,000 signitures so that they'llgﬁnmaple;ty left over for the ones that

are invalidated. And what T want to do is‘£ go around and talk to people and get them

to help circulate petitions or to sign one or something if they care to. Thalk's their
privilage. But, we've got all the arguements here. Now all we got to do is get their
signitures. 247 )

259 I'm gonna run for Precinct man for my district, for my district here. Precinct

102, in Hillsboro.

265 They held this meeting. It was for the Oregonian's for a Code of Ethics Committee
It was held at the community room at the Far West Savings and Loan at the corner of

Cedar Hills Blvd. and Jenkins Rd. It was for Washington County for the organizing
meeting. The whole thing was about circulating this petitlion vou knew. To put it on

the ballct. For the public to vote on as to whether they want a strong financial
disclosure law here. A Code of Ethics iniftitive they call it. Because there are a lot

of things that people dontt realize that ate going on, and this would tend to keep vour
candidares more honest. Not your candidates. But, once they're elcted. Your elected
officials and it covers appointed officials too. And several other catagories of public
officials. And these people fichuatdy have to twll if they have any financial dealings that
are actually in conflict in their public position and their private posigtion. You

know, their private dealings I guess you would call it. And I really think we need laws of
this nature. This is probably not as stringent as the one in Washington State. But I'd

lilke 4o see them adopt this kind of a thing all over the country. & prevent some of this,
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You'd never prevent all of it. A lot of the corruption in public office. It's enough

to blow your mind when you find out what's really been going cn. I f the public really

found out who was taking what from whom and for what, this whole country would blow

apart. So rather than expose it allar once and cause such a grievous thing like Watergate

only a thousand times over or something like that happen. If we could institute laws

like this and clean it up gradually brfore the public found out what was going cn and becorn.:

so out raged that the whole thing would collapse. This is what worries me. I'm for

respnsible government and in many instances you don't have responsible government.
You know, you can't point your finger and say this guy and that guy or this guy's all

right. The safest course is to pass a law. And clean up gradually. 326
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003 I think the price of food is to high. It's rediculous. You have to knok yourself out
knock your brains out trying to figure out how to get enough ah stretch your dollar. You
know ya jump from one supermarket to another. You run around and get specials here and specials
there and stock up on it. That's the only way you can make ends meet. 017
024 Well, food stamps is the only way we can do it. And I buy in big quantities plus I've got
this market where I go and pay a membership of fifty cents and its a couple of cents cheaper.
Some things are higher there than on the other grocery stores. But, I keep, I check the adds
and different stores where I know things are cheaper. And then I get them where I know
they are cheaper. I try to remember where things are cheaper. 044

W"OS? Safeway, ah, I don't know they kind of a con job on the public you know. When you go in the

there to shop not only do they ah if we had the experience of being treated like we're less than

a, like the cash customer is preferred. You know what I mean. Rather than food stamps.
Like we had the experience when we were in the Safeway market one day getting a few items
that ah the minute the box boy saw ocur food stamps he took off to some other thing. And left

me to box my own stuff. So, rather than be treated like this we go to the Prairie market

where we know we're going to box our own stuff there. Get a saving on it too. Fifty cent
2cdaye o1 Lo
membership which grants you the privilage ofishopping in their store and one trip there if you®
in large quantities can mény times,0W?;y'that cost of fifty cents back. There's lots of large
quantities that you can buy. Like, ah, gallon containers, and you mark your own prices so this
saves them a lot of labor you know. Pricing all of these items and stacking them on the shelves
they leave them all in cases. You just cut the cases open. It's a help yourself market. It's
the difference between going into a restaurant and going into a cafeteria. You serve yourself
and you save money. It's a good concept. I'd like to see more stores like this. Because as
more people are unemployed they have more liesure time to shop. This is beautiful. People
will be able to take their time and maybe take six or eéight hours to shop. Of course, you

know, théf*s exageration in the other directyon. It really is for the little bit extra that

you do you, I'd rather have the money in my pocket than the supermarket's pocket. 1714
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116 Ypar corner grocery store. They might have one item cheaper than the other places
but overall they'"re higher, and you cannot stretch your foodstamps for a month ifyou
shop at the corner grocery store all the time.

One week I'll pay my gas bill, another week I'll pay my electric. My telephone bill.
And then the week after I pay the other ones. The last two weeks of the month I'1ll have
to start figuring how to pay the rent for the next month. And I pay it in installments
plan sort of. Like I pay eighty dollars around the sixth. Another eighty dollars the
week and a half after. 145
201 I was seeking the goood life, but ypu can't get away from it all really. You really
can't get away from it all unless you rough it. If people want to live in the mountains in a . 2%
cabin that would be great you know, but we're a little spoiled you know. We like these luxuries
as well as a little tranquility.
21b Too. We can't get to far away either because of our older boy. He has to have an
artificial leg every once in a while so we can't go where theydﬁgég cripple children to
help us take care of it. Cause we couldn't afford it to do it on our own. 214
224 When the kids want spending money you can't let them go to the show or skating or
bowling or something like that.
229 My boy needs three dollars for his boyscout or he can't race his pine work derby. And,
they see their friends going to the show and bowling and things like that. And a lot of times
my husband and I would like to ga to the show because their is not enough money to do it.
242 And the selection of entertainment you get on the television is extremely superficial
limited for the potential.  Their's times, for me it's just a blank period. You look into
what is offered and to me it's pretty dismal sometimes. So, I just shut the TV off and
go get a book or a newspaper. Anything to keep the old mind occupied. We've had a lot of
things we wanted to get sometimes, knocking around these second hand stores and things.
Sometimes it's a pretty painful experience when you look at some of the attrocious
prices they want. These St. Vincet De Paul and this Salvation Army Thrift store. We wnt
into Portland. I wanted to get a little cheap typewriter. And I never could fi... the only
place 1 ever could find anything that looked a little promising they were just beat to
pieces. You know. The only ones that were cheap. And that was at a 8alvation Army store.
269 By the time we got enough money for it it was gone. And it was reasonable. It was only
twelve dollars. But, somebody had the money right then and beat us to ite.
181 The only bargain I saw in their store.

I nneded a stove because the one I have quit working on me. And they wanted $47.50.
Well, if I was still on welfare they would have sti3i-beu- bought it for me, but right now
I don't have the $47.50 to even get it. The one we got noth%twggeaoggglwgggdog%o%% when we
bought it, but I didn't get it through one of those thrift stores. The only way I was able
to find it as cheap as it was, I think we paid $35.00 for it. And it was just a look it the

want ads. You know, go thraugh the want-ads everyday in the newspaper and when you spot somethir
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you better get it because it's not going to last forever.

300 That's how we got our freezer too, was through the want ads 1in

the paper.

303 But if I had never been working I'd have never had gotten that
freezer. That's a luxury that people you know that are on welfare
couldn't afford. They'd have to get i1t some other waye It's too

bad they don't have some kind of a fund set up where people could get,
but I suppose that some people would let it s=et with a couple loaves

of bread in it. There's a lot of well to do middle class people you
know who will buy a freezer, and they'll fill that thing with food.

And they'll gradually work it down, and there it sets month after month
because the wife is in the habit of going down to the supermarket and
maybe she might put a few TV dinners in 1t. Two or three days you know.
That's what they stalk up on.318

324 I have & fry skillet that my mom sent me for Christmas that I can
bake bisquits 1n, and you can bake & ple in it. One of these frozen
pies?It takes about & half an hour.

329 One of the reasons we would like an oven real bad is because I
love, if I'm not working or anything to make bread m d stuff like that.
331 I buy these frozen breads that you can get pretty reasonable.
They sell for $1.09 I think. I've seen em for five loaves. Where I shop
over there at Prairie, you can get them for $.88 or four loaves.

So, youhave to bake them yourself, But, I don't mind baking them myself

if it's a better buy. But, I did find a bakery in Paetland that's real

reasonable.It's only twenty three cents a loaf. And, they have handburger
buns for twenty-nine, and hot dog buns for twenty-nihe, and all different
kinds of breads and meats that are real reasonable. (horse meat)

249 One of the problems of the fuel th ing is how can people even afford
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to go look for work when they can't even afford gas for their car.

I got a car, yeah, an old junky ges hog V-8. In fact, the one that
brought me up here. An old Pontiae, the one that brought me up here,

when times were good. Because, you know, I just don't do much driving
here anymore, Well, like from here to town is only two blocks,

And anywhere in town I walk. The only time I drive very much is when I
drive over to - to a, to the market in Beaverton. And I try to make as
many things in one trip as possible., Logically, that's what everybody
does, In these times, 368

369 Those foood stamps are a good deal. We couldn't make i1t and feed

the kids. We payed $54.,00 and we got 168 dollars worth of food stamps,

We wouldn't be able to survive a month. 275

276 -F~think poiiticelly the state of Oregon is a good deal, ...

570 d've worked on and off since the kids got older. Never steady though.
575 We're living on our un-employment. My husband's and mine. And 1

get $30.00 a week and he gets $52.00. But pretty soon my unemployment,
in amother week or so, that's all I'll be sble to get,

581 ¥Yeuw lmow—I-can-think ofa silly way -we-wasted some money-once,

| = StVan r.::i." 0s fa -v"l

ROSA'S MOTHER ()= Cry Grad
&#

734 You couldn't give me all of the wealth in China, if 1it's gonna make
me kike some of the wealthy people are., So greedy. And if they saw

starving to death
somebody out in the street, they would leave them there because it

might take something out of their pocket.
727 I think that everybody ought to have a little wealth, even the poorest

people, Spread it around, Share 1t. Wealth is a great thing if it's not

overdéne,
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654 What I think about these places where they sell used clothes, you
know, I know it's for the handicapped. Like St. Vincet DeFaul and
Goodwill, and the Salvation Army. They say it's for the handicapped,
Well, there are other people that are in need too. Like the poor
people, and some of them are on welfare. They have a big family.

And they cannot afford to buy them c¥@thca.\ﬁ%1ngs are so high.

They ocan't even afford to buy them»%gere. Because the price is so hipgh
for a pair of shoes: three or four dollars. That's too muehe I don't
think that only them are 1n need but also the poor people that cannot
afford to huy clothes for their kids, Because these kids. They got to
go to school. If it's ralning or cold or whatever they need sweaters,
There are a lot of people~ they buy them just one little Sweater each.
And they have to go the whole week with that sweater. Some of them don't
have washing machines. They don't have money to go to the laundrcmat
and do washing every week, Or, inbetween the week, To have enough
clothﬁs for these kids. And I think if they could get a fair prlce they
could afford to get two or three sweaters for each little kid so they
could have enough to clean clothes to wear. The same aa shoes. I've
seen a lot of kids with tennies when it's raining. It's so wet because
they don't nave any shoes., They cannot afford to buy shoes. This plaéo :
is where they sell those clothes. They should lower their prices so the
reat of the poor people can afford to dress their ehlldren. Because 1
know everyhody wants the best for thelr kids. And this is the only thing

I zot agalnat it, that nrices are too high. And they should think about’

these poor people toos Because if they're helping them they should help
the rest toos (- {7/



€95 Well I heard that St. Vincet DePaul trey do help people but vou
have to he real bad off. For them to help you. But other pecple #h at
do need help that canpay a little for their things just can't afford

it because’its just too high,

LUKER 700 That's why I don't give the stuff to em anymore. I keep

it until I find somebody that needs it. I just give it away to somebody

that needs it,

RCSA 604 A lot of people give them good clothes, good furniture,
because !

cive em a lot of thingsa this organizgtion is heiping the POOT e

Is it really helping?

708 They have to be taking in an awful lot of money. All those sales

that I've seen in the séﬁre when I've been in there; Goodwilll was just

jammed with people. They were standing in line there checking them out.
Practically every time I've been in the Goodwill stores they've been

1ike that. At least I know that in the Goodwill they pat handicapped

people to work.

713 But how much do they pay the handicapped? Frobably peanuts.

715 Well,I went one time there looking for a vaccuum cleaner;'They

warited fifteer. dollars. It was pretty old. I imagine that htis vaccuum.
cleansr was gilven to them, but just look at the price that they were selling
1t. How can poor people go and buy a thing like that.

719 Like thre stove I went to the places. And they must krow the welraroA

You know, the welfare allows forty nine dollars.Because they had them all:

for forty seven fifty and forty eight fifty. But still. Who ocan afford

to pay that price for the stuff,
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FEB. 21st

001 I was going to take my money, you know, when I got my income tax return
and get another economy car. That's what I had planned on doing. But we needed an
oven too bade You know, there's always wanting to bake something. You save a little
bit of money when you can bake in an oven. The point is that I took my money that
I was going to get my car with, and get rid of my gas hog, and instead I bought a
stove. Another one. For seventy-nine dollars. Then I give them my old stove and they
knock ten dollars off. Which worked out real good. Because if I would have tried to
get rid of the old stove I would have had to put an ad in the paper. And rent a
railer. To haul it with. And rent a dolly to move it with you know; just to move it
around. But fortunately they delivered the stove for me and everything. And hauled the
other one away. 29

Well we had a stove, but just the oven was not operating. It went out. I had it
fixed once; it cost me seventeen dollars. And the guy wired it up with a coathanger.
So we had our holiday dinners on it you know. So anyway. Now we can bake bread and
stuff again. Which is a savings. I had that frozen bread in the freezer ever since
December. And it's February now. It really worked out pretty good.
047 It went out on Christmas day. (Joan)
048 But I didn't get my car. But I'm not worried about that because there's not enough
gas to drive another car if I had it. I don't do that much driving anywayee..
CRAIG 058 I think they should make something for the teenagers like the YMCA or
something. That's all. ).l
391 I haven't done nothing yet but maybe later on I'll bake a cake. Or something.
Tomorrow I'll probably bake a turkey or duck. Or something. I'll be baking all the
things I've been wanting to bake.

398 Just like a baby with a toy.
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442 TIf one of the kids gets sick or something I have to put them in the car and

drive them into Portland. 447 It's a long ride for somebody that's sicke.

That's the only thing we can do. We can't afford to go to a local doctor. Idon't

have that kind of money or anything else. 450

539 I had an appointment for the kids for the public health to get a physical

and the welfare was going to pay for that but then when we got discontinued because

I couldn't get an appointment till this month, I had to cancel it because we wasn't

on assimtance.

546 TIt's a new program I guess they started so make sure that the kids that's on public

assistance that ytu know are in fairly good health. If there's anything wrong like a

they would see that they go to a doctor and maybe get it taken care of.

557 Well we had it scheduled, but you see I got my unemployment which made my income

enough so that I was disqualified for the month of February for welfare assistence.
unemployment insuraence ,

568 I'm getting $52.00 a weekArfrom the state of California, but its just so sporadic

indefinite. You can't gount on getting it on a certain day. Or a certain time. It's

been almost three weeks. And I was told the other day down at the unemployment office

it has to be'at least three weeks before they can run a tracer on it. And see what happened

to ite Why my check didn't come. So, we're kind of hurting. 575 On that score.

577 Yeah, she gets $30.00 a week, but her's hasn't arrived either this week. And she's

usually been getting it by when?

JOAN By Tuesday. Tuesday or Wednesday I usually get it. Probably the end of this month

will be the last of it. I've got two more checks coming at $30.00 and then one at five

dollars.

585 Dnless the State of California gives an exstension like some states are doing you know.

I think they awarded a, congress has awarded so many million more for an extension of

unemployment insurance in certain instances. 590 You see, when you use up. You got X

number of dollars you can draw for so many weeks and then when you use up that amount
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either you're completely out and your unemployment discontinues or if the federal
govermment gets generous they'll give another grant and you can draw the same amount

all over again. It's what they call an extension or a similar amount of money. It might
beiless.598 600 When you deplete your unemployment insurance., If California doesn't
give an extension. When she runs out, and when I run out we have nothing but welfare

to fall back on. 602

603 JOAN You get called back to work, and we're hoping maybe by April that he'll be called
back to work.

606 It's possible, but who can say for sure. You know. It's a possibility that they
might not hire any new people this year. If sales stay down you know. Because where

I was working is convenience foods and when times get rough people don't buy convenience
foods. They don't buy ready made potatoe salad, and ready made macaroni salad, sausages
that are ready- you just warm them up and serve em. That kind of food. Pre-packaged

and ready to go. So I hope things improve financially. Economically, I mean, for the
whole country. 619

627 Beginning with an energy shortage you have a shortage of everything that energy
produces. It's a kind of a chain reaction. You knock one domino down and the whole

row falls. One guy gets layed off and so he can't buy a certain thing so somebody

else gets layed off, because they don't manufacture anymore of them. Because .. and on

and on and one. 632
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FEBRUARY 21ST

223 I was watching a news report one night.e This guy was talking about putting up

a petition to put this finanial disclosure for candidates for public office on the

ballot and let the people vote on it. Because the legislature passed it and the governor
refused, he vetoed the thing after the legislature passed it. So, the Common Cause

people decided the only way we could do it then was just for the public to put it on a ballo:
and vote on'it. So, we need 40,000 signitures to put it on the ballot so they'll want

to get a 100,000 signitures so that they'll have plenty left over for the ones that

are invalidated. And what I want to do is t go around and talk to people and get them

to help circulate petitions or to sign one or something if they care to. That's their
privilage. But, we've got all the arguements here. Now all we got to do is get their
signitures. 247

259 I'm gonna run for Precinct man for my district, for my district here. Precinct

102, in Hillsboro.

265 They held this meeting. It was for the Oregonian's for a Code of Ethics Committee

It was held at the community room at the Far West Savings and Loan at the corner of

Cedar Hills Blvde. and Jenkins Rde It was for Washington County for the organizing
meeting. The whole thing was about circulating this petition you know. To put it on

the ballot. For the public to vote on as to whether they want a strong financial
disclosure law here. B Code of Ethics inititive they call it. Because there are a lot

of things that people don't realize that ate going on, and this would tend to keep your
candidares more honest. Not your candidates. But, once they're elcted. Your elected
officials and it covers appointed officials too. And several other catagories of public
officials. And these people “actweddy have to tell if they have any financial dealings that
are actually in conflict in their public position and their private posigtion. You

know, their private dealings I guess you would call it. And I really think we need laws of
this nature. This is probably not as stringent as the one in Washington State. But I'd

like to see them adopt this kind of a thing all over the country. T8 prevent some of ﬁhis,
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You'd never prevent all of it. A lot of the corruption in public office. It's enough

to blow your mind when you find out what's really been going on. I f the public really
found out who was taking what from whom and for what, this whole country would blow

apart. So rather than expose it allar once and cause such a grievous thing like Watergate
only a thousand times over or something like that happen. If we could institute laws

like this and clean it up gradually brfore the public found out what was going on and become
so out reged that the whole thing would collapse. This is what worries me. I'm for
respnsible government and in many instances you don't have responsible government.

You know, you can't point your finger and say this guy and that guy or this guy's all

right. The safest course is to pass a law. And clean up gradually. . 326
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400 Craig, you know you're going to have tolearm.

401 CRAIG I already know enough.

401 JOAN No you don't. You never know enough.

402 JOHN Ah, now that's just idiotic to say that you know enough.
President Nixfon doesn't even know enough.

404 DOLYDE Do you think an eduecation is really important?

404 JOAN Yes 1 do.

405 CLYDE And you're concerned about him getting an education.

406 JOAN Yes I am.,

412 And you're going to need that education because your going to need.
You can't go out and did a ditech like your dad or I can or something.

414 I eam.ge out and dig a diteh. CRAIG

414 JOAN Yes, you could do it, But, don't you want a little better paying
job. And.a better education.. T t's the only way you can get a better
paying job.. Xau want to be in a position where yow're always taking orders
from somebody else? Or do you want to.be in & pasition where youge give
orders.

419 CHRAIG I wamt fo.be in a position where I san give orders.

420 JOAN Well, you've got to get your education.

422 JOHN You can't be a leader unless you learn how to be a leader you

know,



EDUCATION

MELODYE SMITH
309 Well, there were a few problems at homeo I guess I'm the kind of person that can

only have one big problem at a time, And I either had to have school or my parentse

315 follows I didn't like schoole..e
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MRLODYE

50% I used to think that school was a bunch of garbage. That's the main reason I
quite A lot of friends that graduated. Their parents made them graduate. 545

Because they were rich.

158 I see now that I should have finished. I don't like regular highschool, I

know I'm going to get my GED and I'm going to go on to school,

589 I want to go to school, And, I've always wanted to be a counsler or psychologist
or somwething like that. Always. I feel like someday I'll be there, It's a long

time but it's never to lates

315 I didn't like school and if it happened to be a bad day I'd be bothered all day
at school, you know ( ) and when I got home my parents might have had a bad day. Then
they would get on to me., So, I didn't want to be bothered like that all the time,

309 I guess I'm the kind of person that can only have one big problem at a time.

And, I either had to have school or my parents.

ESTELLA MONTANIZ

624 My mother in TPexas she couldn't speak a word of English. I'd have to translate
for her and I just didn't like that, I'd have to translate for her and I'd just run
awaye I could just never do it I'd get so embarrasseds I just couldn't do it. You
know, and so she would let my dad do it. Ille speaks it alright. He understands every-
thing they are sayihg and he can communicate, But, my mother slhe couldn't. She though
she couldn't eithers So, here she got sick and went to the hospital, and this family
through the church that we've gotten to know, She had to talk to them, and tley had

to take care of her for awhile. 638G _ -

MARIA My dad might get a real good job you know when he learns English real well, 074

346 Everybody speakes English except my ma., And my dad is going to that winter day
school right now. 4nd he's really learning. He really is. You know they only have
it till next monthe Ile is really learning English., 353

354 All twelve kids are heammeimg Lrglishky going to school,

356 We started going to schooll over here my two brothers and me. I went to Iorest
Grove highschool, And the first day we went there it was really disappointing for us.
Why? We just had a feeling that we were just being left out., And my brother, God
you know, he said I'm going to quit the same daye ‘We thought about it, you know,

our education comes first. Because you know we'regingtomdly have to start down at t
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MARIA conge.

the bottom firste If there's no education you know you just can't go anyﬁhere.

;ii:O RODGERS

275 I found out that going to college full time is not a thing I wanted to do. It

wag not a thing that I neéd to dos Which is something that I always thought. Gee,
you have to go to college to really ever get anywhere, Or really be amyone so people
can respect you, For what you know or what they think you know, And, that's not
true. You have to feel it out for yourself and decide what kinds eof things are really
important. What kinds of things do I want to be invelved in., ( ) The kind of work

I déd I found I needed to take some math classes, ( )It was a challange and it was
hard work, It was something that I could do that I thought, no, I never could do that,

MARY GRESS

420 I decided that I would go back to school and do what I missed when I was in
grade school. 400 I'm not exactly going to high school, I'm taking a tutor course
through Portland Community College. And I'm trying to get my GED. 425 I hever had
the opportunity before. 384 We worked hard alll our lives, Working in the woods and
at home. That's where school came in, We missed so much of it helping dad cut in
the woods. And then helping my stepmother at home, 391

430 And then, with the kids here I'm wanting them to miss the hardships I had to go
through when I was a kid. 433
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CLEO RODGERS

605 'This is one of the reasons why the Peace Corp groups and theVista
groups were good things because you take the practicle things to people.
Like I say. You take the sewing machine and the actual material and thread
and sit down with people and show them what to do. I t just doesn't work
for people that are rich; it will work for you. You can learn like every-
body else., Jt's very difficult to change peopl® when they are set in thelr
ways. They need to see that in black and white. You just can't take theorie:
in and say well if youdo this and youdo that. They want to see what really
happens, 619

664 This is another thing that when youlive without money youdon't find

out things. And youcan't have somebody tell you that. Youhave to experience

that for yourself,
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MARY GRESS COMMUNE 2

MARY GRESS

420 I decided that I would go back to school and do what I missed when I was in

grade schools 400 I'm not exactly going to high school. I'm taking 2 tutor course
through Portland Community Colleges And I'm trying to get my GED. 425 I never had

the opportunity before, 1384 We worked hard all our lives. Working in the woods and
at home. That's where school came in, We missed so much of it helping dad cut im

the woods. And then helping my stepmother at home, 391

430 And then, with the kids here I'm want ing them to go to school every day. Because

I want them to miss the hardships I had to go through when I was a kid. 433

INA FRETTIM
240 There's nothing to be ashamed of being poor., The good lord must have loved poor

people he made so many of us. (Use this with pictures of families other than Gress.)

Photographs of family in front of house, individually and group.
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YBANEZ

770 Down there you make a lot of friends when you go, but down here the first day

we started school they just picked a fight with us and wverythinge.

770 They hit you with paddles; down here they don't, They just send you home or put
you in detention., Clean up the cafeteria, or sweep- or whatever they have,

794  There was a lot of Spanish people on the bus, and because we were the only Spanish
people on the bus they the Anglo people would pick a fight on us. They'd take tomatoes
on the bus and throw them on us and anything. Pickles or anything they could find to
throw at us. When we would come up to school on the bus they would pick a fight with

use When we would come up to school on the bus they would pick a fight with uss

ESTELLA MONTANEZ

537 Qur only hassle with her is don't drop out of school, Because they never had
education; they never did. They tell you do it for your own good., You see us the
way we are right now, We have to suffer a lot. Because we didn't have any education,
I mean, it's just going to be bad for you if you don't go to school, For us being
poor we have a lot of hardships but We stay together. And I think that's the way a

Mexican family should bhe,

3256 When we started going to school over here my two brothers and me, I went to the
Forest Grove highschool., And the first day it was really disappointing for us. Why?
t out, And my brother, God, you know,

We just had s feeling that we were just bQ}%@ gqﬁg
ST Y BANE
he said 1I'm going to quit the same day./ We though% §%out; you know, our education

comes first, Because you know we're going to really have to start down at the bottom

firste If there's no education, you know, you just.can't go anywhere, MARIA 370@



