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BY STATE SEN. VICTOR ATIYEH

The Bicentennial year Republi-
can National Convention must
have had some of the flavor of
that first convention that ended
with our Declaration of Indepen-
dence.

Emotions ran high and efforts
on behalf of ideas and candidates
were intense. But in the end, a
majority opinion was put to-
gether.

Additionally, as in the spirit of
1776, among Republicans there
was a sense of a turning point,
a moment in history which would
determine the future of our
country. A time to move away
from oppressive government and
high taxation and an urge to re-
turn the control of our govern-
ment back to the people. Oregon
was very much involved in that
process. :
. Having been involved in two
other national conventions, I
could not help but compare them.
There is no question that this one
was more spirited and suspense-
ful than the other two, with a
greater division between dele-
gates. Outcomes were always in
doubt, whether it was on plat-
form issues, rule changes or even
the selection of our presidential
nominee.

This convention was more
open than the other two because
each potential nominee and his
adherents wanted their views ex-
pressed. The whole process cer-
tainly had its shortcomings, but
as a whole was one of the best
political conventions.

As a member of the rules com-
mittee, which took on a unique
importance through the suggest-
ed change in the vice presidential

selection, I was constantly con-
sulted and was involved in proce-
dral discussions. As floor leader
for Gerald Ford in the Oregon
delegation, I was involved in
daily meetings with my counter-
parts from other states.

- There is no doubt in my mind
that Dr. Bob Voy, Beaverton,
Ronald Reagans' chairman in
Oregon, received equal responsi-
bility. Because each issue was im-
portant to both sides no state
could be ignored and all of us be-
came important to both President
Ford and Reagan.

(EDITOR'S NOTE: The 1976
Republican National Convention
in Kansas City was an exciting
experience for members of the
Oregon delegation, including
three residents of the Washing-
ton County area. Sharing some of
their experiences are Victor
Atiyeh, state senator for District
4; Mary Alice Ford, Washington
County Central Committee
chairman, and Debbie Wilkinson,
former field representative for’
the Stan Bunn campaign.)

The highlight of the conven-
tion for me was the opportunity
to second the nomination of Pres-
ident Ford. Let me share the ex-
citment by outlining events of
the day. Wednesday morning as
usual I went to a state leader
meeting at the Crown Plaza
Hotel. Upon my return at about
11:30 a.m. 1 received a message to
call my regional chairman. In
that conversation I was asked to
second the nomination of the

President. I cannot describe the
thrill that went through me by
that request. Now a return to the
Crown Plaza Hotel to meet with
the others who had been hon-
ored. Subjects were discussed so
that there would not be too much
duplication. I indicated 1 would
do my own thing. Then back to
my motel to write, and time, my
message. At 11:38 p.m. I arose to
the podium and seconded the
nomination of Gerald Ford with
the following speech:

“On July 4th, 1976, we began
the first year of our third century.
In the first year of our first centu-
ry courageous leaders with an ex-
citing commitment blessed this
nation. That courage and that
commitment is here tonight. Ore-
gon wants a democracy in the
vear 2076 for her children’s chil-
dren. Oregon and the nation
wants and needs Gerald Ford to
be our Presidential leader into a
certain future. I am honored, as
is Oregon, to second the nomina-
tion of Gerald R. Ford for Presi-
dent of the United States.”
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Adopted Anti
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Several Syrians, Lebanese
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Special Exclusive to Al-Foda
Lebanese-American Journal
Miami Beach, Fla. —, Aug.

8 — Another Republican Na-

tional Convention has come and

cone — and so have the Arab
hopes, for another four years.
It was’ the same old story. ..

Israel got preference in_the plat-

form, despite pleas of several’

who testified on behalf of the

Arab cause, and the particular

efforts of -one delegate- who -

as a part of the 100-member
platform  committee  of  the

Whole ~— made an impassioned

but “futile  appeal for limiting

arms. k .
Perhaps because the conven-’

tion was based in this comrhun-«

ity where there are more syna-
gogues than .Catholic and Pro-
testant churches combined (a3 is
so obvious when one reads the
big directory displayed in the
foyer at Convention Hall), but
the pro-Zionist. planks in‘: thei

1968 platform ‘seemed. strongex

than those adopted in. 1964." -
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have played'ia part; The Miami

Beach newspapgrs focused con-
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preceded ‘the convention by- a
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an editorial-type page, ‘and in

the lead sentence declared:

“While calling for -a ‘stable

peace’ in the Middle East, the

Republican platform urges the

_United .States _to  send Israel-

supersomc Elghters to match the,-
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‘DelegatesElect Hatfield

Sen, Mark O. Hatfield, who
has said he would not turn
down the Republican vice
presidential nomination, will
go to the GOP National Con-
vention in Miami next month
as chairman of the Oregon
delegation,

Hatfield was elected by
unanimous ballot Monday, .at
the organizational meeting of
the Republican .State Central
Committee, held in Portland’s
lEquitabIe Center auditorium,
Vice chairman of the delega-|
tion is U.S. Rep. John Dellen-
back, who, like Hatfield, was
elected a delegate-at-large.
Secretary is Marv Root ‘off
Madras, delegate from the
2nd District.

HATFIELD was nominated
for the chairmanship by his
successor as Oregon governor, |
Tom McCall, who mentioned
that it would be good “expo-|
sure” for Hatfield as a poten-|
tial vice presidential nominee.
In reply later, Hatfield said he'
will go to the GOP convention

jas a ‘“‘messenger” of the vot-
ers who chose Richard Nixon
'in’ the Oregon Republican
‘primary.
1 “I'am not seeking any role
iother than that of delegate,”
Hatfield said. *'I will be devot-
ing my time to work as a
member of the delegation. On
ithe other hand, I'm not lock-
ling any doors. I believe that
states it clearly enough.”

Hatfield also scotched ru-
mors that the state’s delega-

rtion is controlled by its chair-

man — particularly after the
ipledge to Nixon is discharged.

' “WHATEVER is decided by
the delegation in policy mat-
ters will be decided by vote of
the delegates,” he asserted,
“not by the chairman.”

Eleoted to represent the ley Field, resolutions commit«

Oregon delegation on conven-
tion committees were U.S.
Rep. Wendell Wyatt and Shir-

'Richards,

. Sec.

tee; State Sen. Victor Atlyeh,
committee on rules and order
of business; State Rep. Joe
committes on
permanent organization, and
of State . Clay Myers,
committee on credentials.

Howell Appling Jr., former
secretary of state, was named
to serve as liaison between
the Oregon delegation and for-
mer Vice Pres. Nixon, to
whom the delegation is pledg-
ed.

Most of the delegates Indi-
cated that they will leave
Portland on Aug. 4 for Miami,
and return on Aug. 10 or 11,
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elegates share experiences

BY STATE SEN. VICTOR ATIYEH

The Bicentennial year Republi-
can National Convention must
have had some of the flavor of
that first convention that ended
with our Declaration of Indepen-
dence. 4

Emotions ran high and efforts
on behalf of ideas and candidates
were intense. But in the.end, a
majority opinion was put to-
gether.

Additionally, as in the spirit of

' 1776, among Republicans there

was a sense of a turning point,
‘a moment in history which would
determine the future of our
country. A time to move away
from oppressive government and
high taxation and an urge to re-
turn the control of our govern-
ment back. to the people. Oregon
was very much involved in that
-process. : g SACIAR
© Having been involved .in two
.other national conventions, 1
could not help but compare them.
There is no question that this one
was more spirited and suspense-
ful than the other two, with a
greater division between dele-
gates. Outcomes were always in
doubt, whether it was on plat-
form issues, rule changes or even
the selection of our presidential
nominee.

This convention was more
open than the other two because

‘r‘. each potential nominee and his
* adherents wanted their views ex-

pressed. The whole process cer-
tainly had -its shortcomings, but
as a whole was one of the best
political conventions. A
As'a member of the rules com-
mittee, which took on a unique
importance through the suggest-
ed change in the vice presidential

selection, 1 was constantly con-
sulted and was involved in proce-

dral discussions. As floor leader .

for Gerald Ford in the Oregon
delegation, I was involved in
. daily meetings with my counter-
parts from other states.

- There is no doubt in my mind
that Dr. Bob Voy, Beayerton,
Ronald Reagans' chairman in
Oregon, received equal responsi-
bility. Because each issue was im-
portant to both sides no state
could be ignored and all of us be-
came important to both President
Ford and Reagan.

(EDITOR'S NOTE: The 1976
Republican National Convention
in Kansas City was an exciting
experience for members of the
Oregon delegation, including
three residents of the Washing-
ton County area, Sharing some of
their experiences are Victor
Atiyeh, state senator for District
4; Mary Alice Ford, Washington
County Central Committee

i , and Debbie Wilkinson,
former field representative for'
the Stan Bunn campaign.)

The highlight of the conven-
tion for me was the opportunity
to second the nomination of Pres-
ident Ford. Let me share the ex-
citment by outlining events of
the day. Wednesday morning as

_usual I went to a state leader
meeting at the Crown Plaza
Hotel. Upon my return at about
11:30 a.m. I received a message to
call my regional chairman. In
that conversation I was asked to
second the nominatidn of the

1976 convention not unlike 1776

President. I cannot describe the
thrill that went through me by
that request. Now a return to the
Crown Plaza Hotel to meet with
the others who had been hon-
‘ored. Subjects were discussed so
that there would not be too much
duplication. I indicated I would
do my own thing. Then back to
my motel to write, and time, my
message. At 11:38 p.m. I arose_to
the podium and seconded the
nomination of Gerald Ford with

the following speech: .

“On July 4th, 18976, we began
the first year of our third century.
In the first year of our first centu- -
ry courageous leaders with an ex- .
citing commitment blessed this -
nation. That courage and that
commitment is here tonight. Ore-
gon wants a democracy in the
year 2076 for her children’s chil-
dreri. Oregon and the nation
wants and needs Gerald Ford to
be our Presidential leader into a
certain future. I am honored, as
is Oregon, to second the nomina-
tion of Gerald R. Ford for Presi-
dent of the United States.”
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